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Quarry trips trigger installation of surveillance equipment
by EVAN ISELI ’25

Following complaints from our neighbors 
about the constant stream of foot traffic, the 
administration is in the process of identifying 
a safe way for students to access Quarry Lake 
without having to trespass private property.

The Quarry is a popular after-school destina-
tion for students because it is a short walk from 
campus and offers a wide range of activities, 
from getting a burrito at Chipotle or a coffee at 
Starbucks, to picking up something from Wal-
greens or The Fresh Market. 

To access Quarry Lake from campus without 
traversing Old Court Road, a busy street with 
no shoulder or sidewalk, students walk through 
Park’s woods via Rosenberg field’s emergency 
egress pathway. Exiting into the adjacent neigh-
borhood, students have to cross private yards to 
get to the sidewalk which leads to Quarry Lake, 
prompting complaints from property owners. 

Recently, faculty have considered the prob-
lem, and are working on finding a safe way for 
students to access Quarry Lake from campus, as 
many students believe that access to the Quarry 
is important.

Though the neighbors have only given per-
mission for students to walk through private property in case of 
an emergency, the school has received multiple complaints from 
the neighboring community regarding students crossing through 
yards to get to Quarry Lake. “I think people have been going that 
way off and on probably since last year, and maybe before that, 
but it really came to my attention late last spring, and it resumed 
this fall,” Associate Head of School for Finance and Operations 
Dan Schochor said. “There weren’t really isolated incidents, it 
was more of a constant stream of people [walking through pri-
vate yards].”

After receiving these complaints, administrators issued emails 
and announcements to students explaining that access to Quarry 
Lake through private yards and use of the emergency egress path 
are not permitted. According to the administration, one camera 
system consisting of two cameras have been installed by facil-
ities to monitor students coming and going using the path. The 
still-image cameras are triggered by a motion detector. If caught 

Model UN team explores new horizons
by ZARA CHEEK ’24

Park’s Model United Nations (UN) team took a trip to Wash-
ington D.C. for a professional Arab-US Policymakers Confer-
ence, hosted by the National Council on US-Arab Relations 
(NCUSAR) on Wednesday, November 2. 

 Deven Hafiz ’23 co-leads the team with Liam Arnold ’23 and 
Julia Levin ’25. “Having attended a Model Arab League student 
simulation last year, we were given the chance to attend and ob-
serve the professional conference that is run by the same larger 
organization,” Hafiz said. “The topics discussed were pretty var-
ied, but all related to US-Arab relations.”

The students sat in on panels about the state of affairs in Ye-
men and Egypt, and heard from prominent U.S. speakers former 
CIA director David Petraeus and USAID official Sarah Charles.

“It was an invaluable exposure to the nuanced and sometimes 
controversial side of international relations,” Hafiz said. “I think 

our whole group came 
away with greater insight 
into the complexities of 
Middle Eastern politics as 
well as the role the U.S. 
plays. It also challenged 
us to engage respectful-
ly with beliefs that we 
don’t necessarily share, 
and how to find common 
ground.”

Park’s Model UN 
team is working to im-
merse themselves into this 
complex world, and be the change makers that can resolve these 
conflicts. 

Holocaust survivor 
inspires students

trespassing, the administration will take immediate action.
Some students believe that having access to the Quarry is im-

portant, while others disagree. “I don’t think it [access to Quarry 
Lake] is important for school, but I do think it’s nice for students 
to have that link to enjoy themselves after school,” Veronica 
Schneider ’25 said.

In addition to the social aspect, some students see Quarry 
Lake as a practical solution when they need to have a meal after 
school. “Sometimes you wind up having to stay at Park for lon-
ger than you had expected, which means that you need a place 
to eat,” Sam Polt ’25 said. “The Quarry is the ideal, because you 
can walk and get dinner there without having to do anything that 
inconveniences you.”

This is also true for many students involved in clubs like In-
ternational Student-led Arctic Monitoring and Research Club 
(ISAMR), which are held late in the day. “If we’re going to have 
these clubs running as late as they are, and the school is remov-

ing the option for a lot of students to access food when the cafe-
teria is closed, I think it’s important [that students have access to 
Quarry Lake],” Emmett Hartley ’25 said.

While there are benefits to having a place like the Quarry, 
gaining access to it is a complicated matter. “In a perfect world, 
students would have access to the Quarry in a safe way that re-
spects the private property of our neighbors. Unfortunately, we 
don’t have that ability right now, though we’re looking for solu-
tions to figure that out,” Upper School Dean of Students Allison 
Ewing said.

Schochor also feels that student safety is a priority. “We want 
to find a way to make this workable, but it has to satisfy those 
two priorities of respecting our neighbors and putting student 
safety at the fore.”

Schochor is currently working with Ian Rausch, Director of 
Facilities and Operations, on a possible solution, a designated 
pathway from campus that gives students access to Quarry Lake. 
“There is another neighbor who has proposed that we could pos-
sibly construct a pathway… What they’re proposing is that we 
allow kids to cross on their property line, but it’s right on the 
property line with two other neighbors,” Rausch said. “I would 
still have to get permission from [them], which I don’t have yet. 
If I get permission from the two neighbors, then we will look into 
the feasibility of creating a pathway.”

While answers from the other two neighbors could take as 
little as weeks, the timeline on the construction of a pathway if 
permission was granted is unknown. “It’s up in the air until I get 
the permissions; once I have the permissions I could speak to a 
timeline,” Rausch said. 

If a pathway could be constructed, that would be the ideal 
solution in the 
eyes of some stu-
dents. 

“I think if 
there’s a way they 
can make a path 
that doesn’t do 
that [run through 
private proper-
ty], I think that’s 
a great solution,” 
Schneider ’25 
said.

by ZACH MAINE ’25

PRETSFELDER, see     
p. 6

The Upper School student 
body had the privilege to hear 
from a survivor of the Holo-
caust, Mrs. Irma Pretsfelder 
during assembly on November 
9. 

Pretsfelder joined the Up-
per School on the 84th an-
niversary of Kristallnacht. 
Kristallnacht took place on 
November 9 and 10 of 1938 

when Nazi paramilitary forces 
and civilians carried out coor-
dinated attacks on Jews across 
Nazi territories. Therefore, the 
date that the assembly took 
place had extra significance.

After a brief introduction 
describing the horrors of the 
Holocaust by three members

Sign posted on the gate at the edge of campus warns students that 
using the exit to the neighborhood is only acceptable in emergencies.

photo by N. Fotenos ’23

Motion-activated cameras surveil the 
entrance into the community.

photo by N. Fotenos ’23

The team gathers outside of 
the Ronald Regan Trade Center.

photo courtesy D. Hafiz ’23
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As a white passing mixed person, I often 
experience an “undercover” feeling at school, 
especially when in a classroom of all or ma-
jority white people. The frequency of disre-
spect and use of racial slurs at this school by 
people who do not have the identity or back-
ground to say them, especially when they 
think they are in the absence of a person of 
color, is disgusting. There have been sever-
al conversations in my history classes over 
the past three years about who can and can’t 
say certain racial slurs, but many people still 
do not seem to understand the importance of 
these conversations. 

In my own experience, I have been asked 
by white classmates if they can use the 
N-word or a variation of it in their writing, 
for two main reasons. People who think I’m 
white ask if they’re allowed to say the N-word 
because they think that by asking someone 
who doesn’t appear to be Black, they won’t 
offend anyone. People who know I’m Black 
ask because they think that it’s safer to ask a 
Black person before doing it. I couldn’t tell 
you why this happens, but I can tell you that 
both of these actions are egregious and inher-
ently racist. 

If someone is white, they should never 
have to ask if they’re allowed to use a racial 
slur because the answer is no. Now, there 
is another aspect to the use of slurs in the 
classroom. I’ve encountered students asking 
“What if my teacher uses it or says that I can 
or can’t use it?” Just because they are author-
ity figures, it doesn’t mean they can say these 
words if they are not a part of the community 
that the word was used against.  

This is as simple as I can make it: if you’re 
not African American, you cannot say the 
N-word, or any of its variations. I use this 

Slurs offend in any context
by ZARA CHEEK ’24

cartoon by I. Powell ’23

cherish
A lot happens during the transition from 

fall to winter. The leaves start to wither, Hal-
loween comes and goes, we stuff ourselves 
on Thanksgiving, and by late November the 
holiday spirit is fully upon us. In the blink 
of an eye, the entirety of Park gathers in the 
Athletic Center for the All School Winter As-
sembly. 

Sledding down Tompkins Field, waking 
up at 6 a.m. hoping for a delay email, and 
fighting administration for snow days are just 
a few of the things we knew would come to 
an end as we got older.

 However, time seems to speed up as we 
age, and we didn’t expect to be the ones sit-
ting in the chairs instead of on the floor at the 
Winter Assembly so soon.

This will be the last time we hear Vocal 
Chords and Eightnotes perform their holiday 
songs, and the last time we hear the same 
speech Dan Paradis gives every single year. 

As we walk through the doors of the Ath-

letic Center (or along the 15 minute path to 
get there) into the Winter Assembly, we want 
to recognize the importance and power of 
this occasion.

Even though it may be unpleasant to sit 
on the hard gym floor for two hours, we 
should remember the reason that we’re there. 
Any event that is shared by the entire school 
is rare, as are the years that we get to experi-
ence the holiday season as kids. There’s not 
many times in life when we feel as appre-
ciated as we do now in such a tightly knit 
community.

It’s no secret everyone envies the senior 
class sitting on the bleachers as they sing the 
final verse of the Park song. But trust us, en-
joy every second of the years prior. We know 
it might feel repetitive, and you can’t wait to 
grow up, but relish these moments. Allow 
yourself to cherish the slightly awkward tra-
ditions as we wassail our way into the new 
year.

example because for me, it is the word that 
is most present in this situation; however, the 
same applies to any slur or derogatory words 
that has been used towards any other racial, 
enthic, gender, sexual orientation, or mental 
or phyical ability identifying group through-
out history. 

These words have been used, and are still 
being used today, to dehumanize groups of 
people. This is due to the perpetrators of 
these slurs still believing that they are better 
than the minority group at hand. Using these 
words is a direct association with white su-
premacy and the dehumanization of others on 
the basis of something they cannot control. 

To focus on racial slurs toward African 
Americans, the simplest argument I’ve heard 
is that it’s okay for a white person to say the 
N-word if it’s in a historical quote, however, 
this isn’t the case. Just because it has hap-
pened in the past doesn’t mean it’s okay to 
use this language now, even when looking at 
it in a historical context. If we didn’t learn 
about the way these words were used or look 
at the context where it is used, we would be 
trying to ignore a part of history that is im-
possible to ignore. 

We can’t change systemic oppression in 
this country without learning about it in a 
modern and historical context. That’s part 
of the reason we take time in classes to learn 
about this discrimination; so we don’t repeat 
horrific parts of history. Reading things with 
derogatory terms and learning about dehu-
manizing actions is important so that we can 
grasp the level of violence and hate used to 
inflict harm and trauma on minorities. We can 
then understand how those actions have had 
systemic results leading to the injustice we 
see in present day society. We do not learn 
about this to give people an “N-word pass.”

Happy Holidays from the Postscript!
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Civil Rights Trip expands in response to popularity
by PAUL HUDES ’23

This year, due to an influx of applicants to the program, 
there will be two Civil Rights Trips. The first trip will take 
place in January and the second in March, each six days long. 

On each trip, 12 Park students will join students from 
Baltimore City College High School, and either Baltimore 
Leadership School for Young Women or City Neighbors High 
School. 

Each year, a group of students embarks on this educational 
journey through the South, learning about the events, loca-
tions, and people that drove the historical movement. The trip 
is not only designed to inform students’ understanding of the 
past, but is also meant to help develop interpersonal skills to 
foster change within their own communities.

The trip is meant to be engaging and informative, requir-
ing a high degree of intellectual involvement from all stu-
dents participating. English teacher Angela Balcita will be 
chaperoning the trip for the fourth time this year. 

Balcita emphasized the academic nature of the trip, stat-
ing, “The Civil Rights Trip is not simply a tour of the South; 

Student government updates application process for club funds
by JOSH SOLOMON ’24

Student Funded Activity Funds (SFAFs) 
are back in business. Starting in November, 
the student government began the process of 
receiving applications for SFAFs from club 
leaders. 

SFAFs are a way for clubs to get money 
from the student government without fund-
raising. 

This can benefit clubs that do not have 
enough time to fundraise, or clubs that have 
not had much success with fundraising. The 
student government offers all clubs the op-
portunity to apply for any amount of money. 

At the beginning of the year, student gov-
ernment had $2.745.54 in total money raised, 
giving them hope to fulfill all requests. If 
an SFAF is accepted, students receive their 
money after purchasing all of their approved 
expenses, which posed a problem in past 
years.

Last year, SFAFs were submitted and ac-
cepted, however, some clubs did not receive 
the approved funds. “There were a lot of mis-
understandings around SFAFs last year and it 
was not very coordinated. 

It lacked organization and communica-
tion,” leader of Math Squared Club, Jai Setty 
’24, said. 

Setty explained that while his SFAF was 
accepted last year, he was never presented 
with the money. 

After the club had paid for everything 
they needed to attend a math competition, 
there was no follow up from the student gov-
ernment, and the issue was not resolved until 
this school year.

Issues like this have been a priority for the 
new Student Council President Gabe Sachs 

’24. With the guidance of Sachs, the student 
government is taking a more holistic and en-
gaging approach to SFAFs.

“We transferred all of the funds from last 
year to people that had difficulty, but if peo-
ple are still having problems with the money 
that was approved last year, I urge them to 
come to us to resolve it,” Sachs said. 

For instance, at the beginning of this 
school year, Math Squared Club finally re-
ceived the money they were promised.

it’s an experience that requires students to en-
gage with the history of the places we visit.” 

On the trip, students will visit locations 
like Little Rock, Arkansas and Selma, Al-
abama by bus. They will talk to journalists, 
Freedom Riders, and activists that participat-
ed in the Civil Rights Movement. 

According to Balcita, the trip focuses on 
various various aspects of the movement such 
as voting, segregation, and education. 

Pablo Quintero ’24 and Alana Plotnick ’23 
will be attending the trip in January. Both see 
the trip as an opportunity to add depth to their 
understanding of Civil Rights in America. 

“I’m looking forward to being able to put 
a place and memory to these facts that I’ve 
been learning all my life,” Quintero said. 

The trip is known among students for its 
depth and intensity. “I heard other students 
from previous trips talking about how much 
the trip had impacted them and I knew I want-
ed to experience that,” Plotnick said.

For many, the collaborative nature of the 
trip adds joy and opportunity to connect with 
others outside of school. 

“One of my favorite parts of the trip is connecting with 
students from other schools, both from Baltimore City 
schools and from the schools we visit in the South,” Balcita 
said. The group engages with students from schools in some 
of the trip’s destinations.

Students are putting in a larger effort to fundraise, aiming 
to earn the funds needed to cover each student’s approximate 
$900 dollar cost. The group has been doing everything from 
raking leaves and babysitting to hosting a bonfire and car 
wash. 

“Fundraising is a large part of the experience. It’s not just 
about those six days on the trip; Being a part of CRT [Civ-
il Rights Trip] is also about putting in the effort to prepare, 

building community along the way,” Quintero added. 
Although the group’s fundraising has just begun, and they 

have a long way to go, students feel everyone on the trip is 
working hard to meet their goal. 

“Everyone has really united to work together in our fund-
raising events, taking advantage of any opportunity to raise 
money,” Plotnick said.

The Civil Rights Trip has proven to be a unique and valu-
able opportunity provided to students at Park, and admin, fac-
ulty and students are working together to ensure the longevity 
of the program.

“I feel really lucky to have this opportunity and to be able 
to put in the work for an experience as valuable as this trip,” 
Quintero said. “I hope we all go into the experience prepared 
and willing to grow and internalize what we learn.”

Student government fully approved two 
requests by the end of their first SFAF meet-
ing on November 3, and it did not take much 
longer to approve the three other applica-
tions. 

This swift process was due to a couple 
of changes made in approaching the topic of 
SFAFs. Club leaders no longer have to set up 
an account with the business office. 

They simply need to submit receipts of 
their purchases and the business office will 

send them a check a week or so after. 
About every six weeks, the student gov-

ernment will send out a google form to col-
lect applications for SFAFs, with a clear 
deadline to submit. 

This is very different from last year, where 
SFAF applications were always open and the 
student government never had a clear date to 
approve anything. 

However, Sachs said that if a club needs 
money and they are not in the time frame for 
SFAF deadlines, they will review the appli-
cation because the goal is for everyone to be 
able to benefit from this process. 

The government has not brought in much 
money so far, but this is not a problem be-
cause last year’s government left plenty of 
extra earnings. 

While most of the money came from fund-
raising done last year, with Senate Snacks at 
the forefront, treasurer Juliet Sims ’25 is ea-
ger to raise more money and potentially bring 
back Senate Snacks. 

“There is still a discussion that needs to 
happen between the business office and the 
cafeteria about what we are allowed to do in 
terms of Senate Snacks,” Sims said. “Hope-
fully with the help of our senators, we will 
be able to think of new creative ways to go 
about it.”

Overall, the student government has had 
success so far with their new SFAF process, 
approving all applications in full, and they 
only hope to expand their influence and ac-
cessibility in the future. 

“I want to make SFAFs more of an im-
portant part in how clubs can pursue activi-
ties,” Sachs said. “I want to spark some cre-
ativity among the community.” 

Baltimore Leadership School for Young Women held the first pre-
trip meeting for the January cohort.

photo courtesy A. Balcita

photo courtesy A. Balcita

Students from Park, City College, and Baltimore Leader-
ship School for Young Women get to know each other.

The first senate meeting for reviewing Student Funded Activity Funds applications 
goes well as senate members eagerly discuss applications.

photo by N. Fotenos ’23
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Mayor answers your questions during in-depth interview
by ZACH MAINE ’25

On November 4, 2022, I conducted an interview with the 
Mayor of Baltimore City, Brandon Scott. Mayor Scott was 
inaugurated in 2020 and had previously served as the Presi-
dent of the Baltimore City Council and as a city councilman 
for Baltimore’s Second District. The two of us met for a vid-
eo chat to talk about his job. The questions I asked were all 
collected from members of the Upper School student body.

Q: What are three things that you’ve accomplished so 
far as mayor that you are proud of?

A: “The first one would be the way that we handled 
the pandemic. We know that cities across the country and the 
world didn’t fare as well. There were some tough decisions 
but we saved a lot of lives and we were recognized time and 
time over for the way that we handled the pandemic. The sec-
ond thing is starting to really look at how we made different 
investments. Where a few years ago we were at 40 rec centers 
in Baltimore City, I’ve now renovated or opened brand new 
a total of four, which will be five next week. We’ll be at rec 
center number 53 with the funds to include even more now. 
When you think about that on top of the historic investments 
that we’ve made in the public schools, opening a record six 
new [schools] last school year, that’s what I’m most proud of. 
The last thing I would say would be the starting of a complete 
and comprehensive approach to public safety and building a 
violence intervention ecosystem.”

Q: What advice would you give to young people, the 
future of your city, to make Baltimore a better place?

A: “Young people can do a lot. I think that folks often 
tell young people that they have to wait until they’re older or 
that they can’t do things while they’re young but when you 
think about change in this country, it’s always been driven 
by young people. Whether it’s the Civil Rights Movement or 
now the gun [control] movement, those movements have al-
ways been driven by young people. What I think young peo-
ple should take from that is that you don’t have to wait. The 
power in young people is that they have the influence over 
their peers which drives so many of the things that everyone 
is combating in the city.”

Q: One of the biggest problems facing children in 
Baltimore is the lack of adequate heating and cooling systems 
in their schools. How will you work to get these systems in 
Baltimore City Public Schools so that students are able to 
attend school all day, five days a week?

A: “The truth of that matter is that work is already 
done, it’s now just about the building and implementation. 
Five years ago, the state approved the money to make sure 
that this was funded. So every single school has the funding 
there. The issue is how we relate the realities of how capi-
tal projects work. For example, the state and the city both 
have capital budgets but they are done on six-year cycles. 
The state could have chosen to give us the money for the air 
conditioning in one year but they didn’t. They did it over a six 
or seven year period and especially now with the pandemic 
you lose a year. There’s a full plan that’s fully funded, every 
single operation of Baltimore City Public Schools will have 
air conditioning.”  

Q: Homelessness has become one of the biggest is-
sues facing your city. What are you doing to fight this crisis?

A: “The first thing for us is really about changing the 
way we view homelessness. We say that we have neighbors 
that are experiencing homelessness and when that does hap-
pen we want it to be rare and brief. I actually hired a direc-
tor, Irene Agustin, who is a nationally renowned person for 
the continuum of care model, making sure that we treat each 
and every individual as an individual. They’re not mono-
lithic, there’s not a cookie-cutter approach that will help us 
deal with this issue. However, we are also now investing in 
historic levels of funding. The Mayor’s Office of Homeless 
Services has been given 75 million dollars to focus on home-
lessness, to focus on building more housing for homeless 
people. Looking at the things that we’ve done, making sure 
that we are supporting housing developments and providing 
rental assistance, all of that is how we are going to continue 
moving that continuum of care so that homelessness becomes 
even more rare and brief.”

Q: How can we invest in the neighborhoods of Balti-
more without gentrifying them?

A: “To talk about this, you have to always start off by 
recognizing that Baltimore is the birthplace of redlining. So in 
order to undo that kind of inequity that exists in our city that 
was created through policy, you have to do policies that do 
the opposite which was implemented first through our Equity 
Law that was passed in 2018 and then through implementa-
tion. We are making sure that when we do our investments 
like the 100 million dollars that we put into housing we’re 
doing it in a way that incentivizes middle-class, Black home 
ownership, making sure that we do our housing upgrades to 
benefit seniors programs so that those older adults are then 
able to hand that property off to family members and build-

ing that generational wealth. It’s about being very intentional, 
very strategic, and making sure that folks understand that we 
want investments but we can also do that without displacing 
people if done in the right way.”

Q: It is no secret that one of the biggest crises facing 
the people of Baltimore is crime, specifically violent crime 
and gun violence. How do you plan to tackle this problem 
and how do you do so while maintaining your goal of com-
bating police brutality and creating a fair and equitable justice 
system?

A: “You will not reduce crime in a sustainable way 
in Baltimore City if you do not make sure that our police 
department and other law enforcement agencies are acting in 
a constitutional way, that they are working in a communi-
ty-based policing model, and that they are focusing on what 
they should be focused on, not other agencies. Growing up 
here, I would say that you hear some folks say that we need to 
go back to the things that worked in the past. Whereas some-
one who’s been here since 1984, we know that the things that 
they did in the past didn’t work. When they were arresting 
hundreds of thousands of people in the city area, most who 
look like me and are in my age range, the city wasn’t safer. 
Arresting people that were addicted to drugs was never the 
right thing to do, they’re sick, not inherently criminal. How 
you do that is by having a comprehensive approach to deal-
ing with violence. Yes, there’s a road for law enforcement, 
which includes them focusing on people who are commit-
ting those violent crimes. But in order for them to focus on 
that, you have to alleviate them from the other things. At the 
same time, we have to think about all the other things that 
create that environment. Understanding that when you live in 
a neighborhood that has been deprived of resources it’s caus-
ing these problems. That’s why our Comprehensive Violence 
Reduction Strategy is a both/and not an either/or.”

Q: Who or what inspired you to run for office?

Q: How do you find time to relax from your very busy 
job and what do you do when you have free time?

A: “Running for office was really inspired by grow-
ing up here. I grew up in Park Heights so imagine living in 
a neighborhood that is the center of the world for the third 
Saturday in May when the Preakness comes and every other 
day of the year you’re not even treated like a human. The first 
time I saw someone get shot, I wasn’t even eight years old 
and no one even cared. That really sat with me and I made a 
choice early on as a young man that I was either gonna be a 
part of accepting that or a part of changing it, and I just de-
cided to change it.”

A: “Well free time, I don’t really have much of that.
And it’s not really free time, it’s unaccounted-for time. The 
things that I like to do are the things that keep me human. 
I still play in my football and basketball leagues with my 
friends and just being with my family or friends. Sleeping is 
what I like to do when I’m off in the summertime. I like to 
kayak. Just to be alone because for me if I go out it’s gonna 
turn into work really quickly.”

photo courtsey mayor.baltimorecity.gov

52nd Mayor of Baltimore, Brandon M. Scott works to 
better the city and spark change.
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Chili Derby re-
turns for CRT

The Civil Rights Trip, an educational and 
highly coveted staple of the Upper School, is 
approaching in the coming months. In prepa-
ration, those planning to embark on this jour-
ney must put forward engaging methods of 
fundraising that cater to the student body. 

This fall, students and faculty brought 
back a fundraising activity from years prior: 
a department-wide Chili Derby.

Unlike many of the Upper School’s fund-
raisers, the Chili Derby requires a great deal 
of contribution from the faculty rather than 
the student body. Staff members come to-
gether and form teams with their department 
to devise what they deem to be the recipe for 
the perfect chili. 

Each department made one batch of chili 
with meat and one without, and students had 
the option to taste one or both types of chil-
ies. After thoroughly analyzing each one, stu-
dents were able to vote for their favorite

Students who partook in the Derby were 
not aware of which department made each 
chili. The chilies were distinguished by col-
ors to ensure that those tasting them could 
judge them solely on their flavor. 

Abby Kaplan ’23 tried both the chilies 
with meat and vegetables and deduced that 
her two favorites were the purple and gray 
samples. 

Skyler Redmond-Hoel ’24, who tried the 
vegetarian chili, stated that his favorite was 
the pink sample. While both students were 
unaware of the chefs responsible for their 
favorite chilies, they had theories for which 
department could make the best chili. 

“I’ve had Dan Lopez’s chili before and it 
was amazing, so I think the athletic depart-
ment could make the best chili,” Kaplan said. 
Redmond-Hoel had different thoughts, stat-
ing, “Angela Balcita and Kirk Wulf in the 
same department means English would have 
to have the best chili.”

Angela Balcita, a member of the English 
department and one of the organizers of the 
Civil Rights trip, united with her coworkers 
to determine the most important aspects of a 
great-tasting chili. 

“A good chili would have smokiness, 
heartiness, and a surprisingly delicious flavor 
I can’t quite pin down,” Balcita said. 

Going into the Derby, she felt quite con-
fident in the quality of the English depart-
ment’s chili. “Many members of our depart-
ment had family recipes that we were able to 
take pieces of and combine with other reci-
pes. Additionally, we tweaked these ingredi-
ents to add a little ‘English Twist’,” she said.

Despite Balcita’s competitiveness, she 
recognizes the culinary talents of her co-
workers in other departments. “We have 
some outstanding chefs in the Upper School 
and the Chili Derby confirms that I would eat 
anything anyone in the Upper School would 
cook,” Balcita said. 

“I knew Jordan was confident in his rec-
ipe, and his chili certainly lived up to the 
hype.”

The success of the Chili Derby brought 
high hopes for a fun and valuable experience 
on the Civil Rights Trip this year and was an 
extraordinary way to bring the community 
together. 

The winners of both competitions were 
announced during an assembly, declaring 
that the science department won Best Meat 
Chili while the Upper School administration 
won Best Veggie Chili!

by ARIELLE ADLER ’24

Artist Rosa Leff inspires Upper School
by EMMY LENET ’26

Baltimore artist Rosa Leff, an avant-garde 
paper cutter, is this year’s Diana Lee Fox ’75 
Resident Artist. Funded by the Fox family, 
the resident artist program was founded in 
1981 to honor Diana Lee Fox’s memory by 
displaying professional artists’ work. 

Inspired by her Philadelphia birthplace, 
Leff’s precise and personal artwork depicts 
genuine street scenes, graffiti art, solitary ve-
hicles, symbolic representations of numerous 
cultures, and anything authentic her camera 
lens finds. Leff’s passion for paper cutting 
began in a childhood surrounded by fine art 
and manual work. This exposure to art grew 
into a devotion to intricate urban scenes, cut 
from single sheets of paper. Leff’s work is 
currently on display in the Inhabit exhibition, 
collected by the Arts Department. 

Janna Rice, the Upper School Photogra-
phy and Exhibitions Educator, has worked 

French exchange students return after 4 years
by OLIVER MACK ’24

For the first time since 2018, Park has 
partnered with their sister school in Paris, 
Institut de La Tour, to complete the first half 
of the two-part exchange program! From Oc-
tober 20 to October 30, Park welcomed 23 
French students, each paired with an upper 
schooler. From March 10 to March 19 of 
2023, Park students will join their exchange 
partners at La Tour. 

The French Exchange included a heavy 
amount of preparation from both schools. 
“There’s a lot of logistics when you’ve got 
a group of 23…We had to figure out who 
goes with who, we had to plan the schedule, 
transportation, we had to figure out what 
the French students wanted to do, etcetera,” 
Upper School French teacher, Modern Lan-
guage Chair, and faculty sponsor of the trip, 
Jenny Sorel said. 

Not only did students have to fill out 
forms and go through a rigorous application 
process, but they had to prepare their homes 
for their buddies. “The application process 
included an essay about why you wanted to 
do the exchange and a letter to your partner 
introducing yourself,” Molly Ross ’24 said. 
“My parents and I had to build a bed frame 
in our guest bedroom where she was going 
to sleep because our old one had been broken 
for a while.” 

The immense amount of preparation was 
well worth the wait when the students arrived 
for the first time. For the next week and a half, 
the exchange students as well as their Park 
correspondants went on to complete lots of 
different activities. They showed their part-
ners around Baltimore, DC, and other towns, 

giving them a glance of what life is like as a 
high school student in the United States. “My 
exchange student and my friends all went 
to a haunted forest the weekend before Hal-
loween. We had a great time and were super 
scared! It was probably my favorite part of 
the trip,” Alexis Irving-Zubkus ’24 said. 

The French students were able to spend 
two days at Park with their partners attend-
ing classes and seeing what happens during 
a regular day of school. “I’ve met so many 
new people and I’ve gotten to see the way 
the school works,” Lou Modiano, a French 
Exchange student, said. “It’s just very dif-
ferent from what I’m used to… Our school 
is particularly strict and Park really doesn’t 
have rules.”

According to Sorel, some of the French 
students’ favorite days were when they got 
to come to school. “Of course, it depends 
on each student… but what they loved was 
being at Park. The highlights from what I’ve 
heard were the days they got to be here at 
school and sit in on classes,” Sorel said.

as the gallery curator for many years, along-
side Christine Tillman, the Visual Arts Chair. 
Rice and Tillman were initially exposed to 
Leff through the BMORE Art Magazine, an 
organization that aims to elevate local artists. 
“[Leff’s] art stood out as being visually inter-
esting, easy to understand, and very accessi-
ble to a broad range of students,” Rice said. 
“Her art is representational, and a student can 
look at it and understand what it means.” 

Leff’s straightforward cultural scenes can 
be intriguing to all Park students. “With Ro-
sa’s art, there is no guessing about what’s go-
ing on,” Rice explained. “You can see it and 
be like ‘wow, that’s cool;’ I heard from many 
students that [her art] was very meaningful 
to them.”

Leff’s career began in elementary educa-
tion, where she first explored the art of hand-
cut paper while working on her master’s 
degree. “One of our projects was to make a 

children’s book, and I 
was really inspired by 
a lot of collage work, 
including Ezra Jack 
Keats,” Leff said. “So 
I bought an Exacto 
knife and it was the 
first time I had ever 
really used one… I 
started playing around 
and drawing inspira-
tion from Islamic tile 
work. Paper cutting 
just sort of clicked for 
me.” 

Leff continued to 
work in education for 
eight years, while com-

pleting about one hand-cut piece a month. 
She began to compile a bigger repertoire and 
started submitting her work to gallery open 
calls. “I took a leap of faith. Making mon-
ey in the arts is really hard, but paper cutting 
is something I wanted to pursue,” Leff ex-
plained. “I really just had the right timing — I 
could afford to take the risk.” Leff never lost 
her love of teaching, but she reached a point 
where she simply had to choose between her 
two callings. This is what drew her to partici-
pate in a gallery at Park. “Especially because 
I was a teacher first, I wanted to bring togeth-
er two passions - paper cutting and school.” 

After speaking at assembly, Leff offered 
a workshop where students would be able 
to learn how to create their own paper-cut 
pieces, focusing on graffiti-style lettering. 
Nia Feist ’25, a student who attended Leff’s 
workshop, shared the experience of working 
with a professional artist in an uncommon 
craft. “It was really interesting to see how 
[Leff] did each individual paper cut, and the 
actual process was surprising,” Feist said. “It 
was really difficult - you have to cut out all 
the tiny details, but seeing her artistic process 
was very cool.” 

An important takeaway for many stu-
dents, including Feist, was that “someone can 
make new art from someone else’s work.” 
Feist expounded on the impact Leff’s art had 
on her. “[The gallery curators] found some-
thing that we as students who are not profes-
sional artists could still participate in. We are 
in Baltimore with lots of different cultures, 
which connected her art to our community.” 
It’s important to recognize the beauty in the 
community we live in, and Leff’s work cap-
tures the charm in areas we might not notice.

The trip provided both groups the oppor-
tunity to learn about each other’s cultures. 
Park students were able to learn about the life 
of high school students in France and more 
about the language. 

“I learned so many things about my part-
ner and his life at La Tour,” Zubkus said. “He 
helped me learn many French words that I 
didn’t know and even taught me some French 
slang.” Because of this experience, American 
students are just as excited to get a taste of 
Paris when they reunite with their partners in 
March.

The reason for the exchange had been 
made clear through the first part of the trip, 
showing how mixing two different cultures 
can teach people so much. “I’m so happy we 
were able to do this again,” Sorel said.

“It’s an invaluable experience… It intro-
duces not only the partners, but the whole 
school to a different language and a different 
culture… It gives meaning to the reason why 
we’re teaching modern language at school.” 

Park and the 23 exchange students look forward to meet again in France.
image courtsey Communications

image courtsey Communications

Resident Artist Rosa Leff helps M. Kohn ’24 with her work. 
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Pretsfelder tells her story on anniversary of Kristallnacht
PRETSFELDER, from p. 1

of Park’s Jewish community, Zach Maine ’25, Julia Levin 
’25, and Jonah Intner ’25, Pretsfelder began to tell her story.

Pretsfelder detailed what it was like to grow up as a young 
Jewish girl in Germany in the 1920’s. She described how her 
family was banned from many stores and was left abandoned 
by the community they were once a part of, and how confus-
ing and frightening it was for her because she couldn’t under-
stand why her former friends hated her.

She went on to talk about how her father was arrested in 
her home, without charges, and sent to a concentration camp. 
Her father was eventually freed from the camp due to his ser-
vice in the German military during World War I, but, in Prets-
felder’s words,“was never the same after what he saw there.”

The next part of her story was the one that she most strug-
gled to recount. She explained how both her father, who had 
fought for Germany in WWI, and her brother were killed in 
combat by the Nazis as soldiers for the Allies. 

Pretsfelder struggled to talk about the horrible trauma she 
suffered. At the beginning of her speech, she told the audience 
that it had taken her until just a few years ago to even be able 
to speak about her experience. She said, “For so many years 
it was too hard to talk about these things, and even now it is, 
but my generation is dying and I know it is what I have to do.”

Students, teachers, and administration were brought to 
tears by her story as they listened. “When she started crying, 

Young voices impact recent midterm elections across country

Alumni return to Upper School to take on various new roles
Whether you see them working at their 

desks or interacting with students in and 
out of the classroom, Park graduates are all 
around in the Upper School. Alexis Hudes 
’16, Ty Miller ’21, Kyle Tribble ’13, and 
Charlotte Baird ’18 are just four of the alumni 
guiding current generations of Park students. 

Their previous involvement in Park’s ex-
tracurriculars and STEM programs motivates 
science teacher Alexis Hudes ’16 to develop 
strong relationships with current students. 

Through college, Hudes remained in con-
tact with Upper School Science Chair Julie 
Rogers. They eventually joined Park after 
Rogers informed them of an open teaching 
position in the Upper School.

“What I would hope for current and fu-
ture Park students is to think about ways [to] 
study things that you care about, [and] think 
about what it means to live in this place that 
wants you to thrive and grow,” Hudes said.

Voters around the country went to the polls to select the 
118th Congress of the United States, along with state leg-
islatures, governors, and ballot measures in many states on 
Tuesday, November 8. Due to all 435 congresspeople serving 
two year terms, the entire House of Representatives is up for 
election every cycle. All 100 US senators serve six 
year terms, resulting in 33 or 34 Senate seats be-
ing decided in this election. Since presidential 
terms last four years, the elections in between 
are called the midterm elections.

The 2022 midterms elections proved to 
be crucial for the lives of all Americans. 
Many important issues were on the ballot, 
such as abortion, gun control, and the integri-
ty of American elections at the forefront.

After the presidential election in 2020, many 
Republican-leaning states began to pass and enforce 
legislation that made it more difficult to access voting. Sub-
sequently, activists and advocates around the country rallied 
and encouraged voter turnout, particularly in states where 
voting might have been more difficult due to new restrictions 
and regulations. Social media acted as a medium for this en-
couragement, and for education and awareness leading up to 
election day. 

by MANGO NORENBERG ’24

I started crying. People who I’ve never seen cry started cry-
ing,” Grace James ’26 said.

Many students felt both inspired and moved by the speech. 
Samson Polakoff ’25 stated, “It made me feel empowered 
and emotional.” Mallory Gordon ’24 echoed this sentiment, 
saying, “Hearing about her experiences and all that she went 
through it just struck a chord within me. I just think she is 

very brave to be talking about her experiences and coming 
to Park.”

Students weren’t the only ones who left the assembly 
deeply touched. “I thought it was incredibly powerful. It was 
all heart-wrenching and it was a real testament to human will 
and strength,” Upper School Math teacher Tony Asdorian 
said. “It was a powerful reminder of exactly why the phrase 
‘never forget’ is used. Just one horrible thing after another 
and yet they persevered.”  

Upper School Principal Traci Wright approached Prets-
felder as she was leaving the stage and struggled to speak 
through her tears. Later that day Wright said, “Although I 
knew some information about Kristallnacht, I learned more 
than I could have imagined. It was powerful beyond belief to 
hear her life’s story.” Head of School Dan Paradis caught up 
with Prestfelder on her way out and expressed his awe and 
admiration for her bravery.

With antisemitism on the rise across the globe, the speech 
served as a moment of hope and inspiration for many Jewish 
students. “I thought it was actually very beautiful. She felt 
like it was her duty and I found that very touching,” Talia 
Dubosky ’24 said. “It made me feel more connected to Juda-
ism. It gave me a connection to my community. It hit close 
to home.” 

Students and faculty from across the Upper School were 
deeply moved by Pretsfelder’s story. The Postscript and the 
entire Park community thank Pretsfelder for her courage.

“Being informed about the candidates and what laws they 
stand for is crucial in understanding how your community 
is affected,” Upper School history teacher Sonja Hayes said.

 For most of the 20th and 21st centuries, the midterms 
have resulted in the president’s party losing seats in the 
House and Senate. 

The 2022 midterms did not hold  to this trend, at 
least not to the same extent. Many citizens were 

predicting a “Red Wave”’ But the results aren’t 
showing any “wave.” “All across the media 
was this warning about a ‘Red Wave,’ so 
that’s really what I was expecting to see,” 
Noah Heller ’23 said. 

By focusing on a message of protecting 
abortion rights and pushing back against Re-

publican-backed election conspiracy theories, 
Democratic candidates were competitive in dis-

tricts long thought to be vulnerable for them. Owing 
to this, it was determined on November 12 that the Democrat-
ic Party would continue to control the Senate, after winning 
more than 50 of the Senate seats.

This election also boasted some groundbreaking victories. 
In Pennsylvania, Democratic Lieutenant Governor John Fet-
terman defeated celebrity Doctor Mehmet Oz to flip a Senate 
seat that was previously held by Republicans. In historically 

red Georgia, Democratic Senator Raphael Warnock is going 
to go to a runoff with challenger and former football play-
er Herschel Walker, as neither candidate reached 50% of the 
vote. Here in Maryland, author and Democrat Wes Moore 
won to become the first Black governor of Maryland. In Mas-
sachusetts and Oregon, both victors in the gubernatorial elec-
tion are the first two openly lesbian governors. 

On the other hand, North Carolina Democratic candidate 
for senator Cheri Beasley was unable to defeat Republican 
Ted Budd, and in Texas and Florida, Republican incumbent 
governors Greg Abbott and Ron DeSantis won clear and deci-
sive victories against Democratic challengers Beto O’Rourke 
and Stacey Abrams. This shined a light on the vigorous “Deep 
South” that continues to exist in Florida and Georgia.

 Voter turnout of people aged 18-30 this year was higher 
than the last three decades, according to NPR. Additionally, 
voters of color and female-identifying voters played a cen-
tral role in Democratic and Republican victories. This active 
participation in the democratic practice of voting and desire 
to make a difference for the future sparks hope for future gen-
erations. 

“It was really awesome to see the Gen-Z-ers of this elec-
tion have a voice. I loved seeing how excited young people 
are to participate in something so important to our democra-
cy,” Talia Dubosky ’24 said.

Similarly, the roles Ty Miller ’21 assumed 
allowed him to lead within his passions. 
Since middle school, Miller has taken part in 
Tech Crew and helped out with Facilities. 

 Although he did not have a formal back-
ground in teaching, his teaching assistant-
ships and roles in Tech Crew helped him to 
work in his leadership positions now. 

“I’ve been trying to encourage other stu-
dents to take on a TA-role within their classes 
[and] give students a real sense of leadership 
here,” Miller said. “That is something I val-
ued as a student and continue to value as a 
faculty member here.”  

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Fellow 
Kyle Tribble ’13 described working at Park 
as “a breath of fresh air” and strives to help 
apply the curriculum in building connections 
with one another. 

Tribble returned to Park after receiving 
an email from Alumni Director Josh Lauren 
’03 about an open position. Upon his return, 
he expressed his amazement to see advance-

ments in our emphasis on inclusivity.
“The DEI team wasn’t here, [around my 

time], so that was kind of interesting to hear 
more about it,” Tribble said. “A lot of student 
programs now have this focus on diversity 
and inclusion, which wasn’t something I’d 
seen before.” 

Since kindergarten, Upper School Sci-
ence Long-term Substitute Charlotte Baird 
’18  has appreciated the bonds she formed 
with her teachers and has enjoyed how the 
electives she took prepared her for the future.

While camp counseling at the Irvine Na-
ture Center, Upper School Principal Traci 
Wright called her about a part-time teaching 
position in the science department. 

She strives to help spread the idea of in-
clusion. “I really want my students, espe-
cially my female students, to understand that 
there’s no one typical look for a scientist, and 
that anyone can go to college and study what-
ever they like,” she said. 

These alumni take pride in their education 

and experiences at Park. They hope to pass 
down to current generations and beyond the 
gifts of learning, curiosity, and leadership.

photo courtesy Z. Maine ’25

Family photo of widow Irma Pretsfelder with husband 
Lou Pretsfelder, taken in 2014.

photo by S. Zooker ’24

Alexis Hudes ’16 enjoys being back at 
Park as a teacher. 

by NOAH BENDER ’24 and DANIEL PERRIN ’23

It’s important for 
everyone to exercise 
their right to vote.

- Upper School history 
teacher Sonja Hayes

“ “
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True crime TV shows create lack of empathy for victims
by DAISY RANSOM-LE-
LAND ’26

 Recently, Ryan Murphy’s 
Dahmer – Monster: The 
Jeffrey Dahmer Story was 
released on Netflix to un-
surprising success, temporar-
ily earning the #1 spot on the 
platform’s list of their most 
popular shows. This is not a 
review of that show, consider-
ing I haven’t seen it nor do I 
plan to. Rather, the unnerving 
response to this show is what 
has elicited the following eth-
ical questioning of non-docu-
mentary true crime media.

The line between ethical 
and unethical biographical 
media is vague and contro-
versial, but there are a few 
deciding factors I believe are 
non-negotiable, beginning 
with the consent of survivors 
and deceased victims’ fami-
lies. 

The legality of biographi-
cal true crime is heavily in fa-
vor of studios and filmmakers. 
So long as the information is 
public or you get permission 
to use any non-public infor-
mation you obtain, you’re in 
the clear. It’s even easier for 
true crime projects because 
dead people don’t have a right 
to privacy. We have an epi-
demic of greedy studios and 
directors who understand the 
popularity of true crime and 
are under barely any regula-
tion. 

The mother of one of 
Dahmer’s victims, Tony 
Hughes, spoke out against 
Dahmer. She told The Guard-
ian, “it didn’t happen like 
that … I don’t see how they 
can use our names and put stuff out like that 
out there.” Numerous other family members 
spoke out about the series as well. 

It is vehemently unfair that the retelling 
of a real person’s death relies on whether the 

director chooses to respect objective truth or 
fictionalize for entertainment purposes. Even 
more unfair is the fact that it is the responsi-
bility of traumatized family members to sue 
against massive corporations like Netflix and 
Hulu, and if they don’t, said corporations will 

face no restrictions or repercussions.
Worse, true crime media loves to exploit 

the trauma of marginalized communities. 
Dahmer is shamelessly exploitative of  Black 
and queer men. Ignoring the criticism of 
these men’s families, rehashing the gore and 

violence committed against 
them for entertainment, and 
recreating the emotional 
breakdown of a victim’s sis-
ter – who has since spoken 
out against the retelling – is 
unethical even if you are do-
ing it to create a show which 
you think will expose racism 
and homophobia. 

The exploration of how 
bigotry assists violent crime, 
in the case of real people, 
could have been better done 
in documentary format. A 
documentary could make a 
clear case, with less risk of 
misinterpretation. 

When dealing with actors, 
you run the risk of people 
associating the perpetrator 
with the actor, sympathizing 
with or even idolizing them, 
which we’ve seen in the 
wake of both Ross Lynch and 
Evan Peters playing Dahmer. 
Any misstep that causes a 
shift in the public perception 
of a serial killer is tarnishing 
the memory of their victims. 

Shows like Dahmer also 
cause people to talk about 
horrific crimes casually, even 
bragging about how little the 
content disturbed them. All 
of this contributes to why 
I’m usually against real life 
crimes being presented in a 
format that we expect from 
fictional media.  
 So long as they can profit 
off it, studios will continue 
to churn out dramatized true 
crime show after dramatized 
true crime show. Dahmer – 
Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer 
Story is already being adapt-
ed for two more seasons. 

In this case, I believe that 
turning over public perception of true crime 
is the only way of stopping this issue. Pub-
licize how and why these projects are creat-
ed and hopefully, just maybe, they’re not so 
profitable anymore.

Russia unjustly denies release of basketball all-star Britney Griner
by NOAH BENDER ’24 and CASSAN-
DRA KITCHEN ’24

Women’s National Basketball Association 
(WNBA) player Brittney Griner has recently 
been in the news after she was detained in 
Russia due to possession of cannabis oil. 

Griner, who was traveling to Russia to 
compete in the Russian Premier League, was 
arrested at the Moscow airport, where she 
was found with cartridges of hashish oil, a 
particular kind of weed-based narcotic that is 
illegal in Russia. 

Griner was unfairly sentenced to nine 
years in prison by the Russian government, 
and began serving her time beginning in No-
vember.

As part of a response to this injustice, 
President Biden and his administration of-
fered a prisoner exchange. 

They proposed to give Russian arms traf-
ficker, Viktor Bout, in return for Griner and 
another American, Paul Whelan, who the 
United States has been attempting to free for 
some time now. 

Russia and the US have been close to 
reaching an agreement on a prisoner ex-
change several times,  but unfortunately, all 
attempts to rescue Griner thus far have been 
unsuccessful due to Russia’s inhumane laws. 
Additionally, it is not clear what the justifi-
cation for keeping Griner detained is. There 
are, though, certainly connections with his-
torical US-Russia relations. 

Therefore, it is important to discuss the 
historical context between Russia and the 
US. The US has strived for democracy, while 
Russia’s government is built upon authoritar-
ianism. 

This is particularly important now be-
cause of the ongoing war between Russia and 
Ukraine over territory. 

America has supported Ukraine financial-
ly and with weaponry and resources need-
ed to sustain themselves. At this moment in 
time, Griner serves as the perfect political 
tool to benefit Russia’s attempt to unjustifi-
ably expand their territory, while simultane-
ously hurting the US. 

In the US, Griner is an extremely success-

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel ’23 

ful and well-known athlete. Her freshman 
year of college, Griner’s 223 blocked shots  

set the single-season record, and set her up 
to be one of women’s basketball’s greatest 
defensive player.

 She is an eight-time all-star player, 
WNBA championship winner, and has domi-
nated the world of defensive basketball. 

She is also an openly queer athlete of col-
or, whose career and success have most cer-
tainly proved to be exemplary for marginal-
ized communities. 

Russia is aware of her impact and impor-
tance, which makes their government more 
inclined to hold her captive.

Russia’s imprisonment of Griner is re-
markably unfair and unjust. Without signifi-
cant communication from her wife and fam-
ily in America, Griner is alone in a foreign 
country, amidst a war, political unrest, and 
the everlasting effects of a global pandemic. 

Her future and livelihood are in the hands 
of a morally corrupt and violent government, 
categorized by iniquitous leadership. 

Therefore, it is vital that the US govern-
ment does anything and everything they can 
to free Griner expeditiously.

cartoon by I. Powell ’23 
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Artist Kanye West offends with antisemitic remarks
by MEENA BEAMS ’24 and 
MARGOT KOHN ’24

From Reddit to Rolling Stone, 
the developing Kanye West story 
is inescapable. West–also known 
as Ye–is seen as one of the great-
est music artists of all time, a title 
earned over the course of his de-
cades-long career and eleven studio 
albums. 

Despite his musical greatness, 
his fans have been forced to ques-
tion their support for West nu-
merous times. For example, West 
tweeted “When I wake up I’m go-
ing death con 3 on JEWISH PEO-
PLE,” and posted himself wearing 
a “White Lives Matter” T-shirt. In a 
recent interview, West praised and 
showed admiration for Hitler. 

Here in the Upper School, 
West’s antisemetic threats hit close 
to home.

There is a tendency in today’s 
world to idolize public figures, es-
pecially celebrities. This idoliza-
tion has been proven to be risky; it 
is hard to think of a famous person 
who is completely guiltless of some 
morally questionable activity. 

Morally questionable can be-
come outright dangerous, especial-
ly when social media is there to 
exacerbate and amplify every loud 
personality. 

So, the question is, how do we 
hold West, and celebrities in gen-
eral, accountable for their actions?  
Do we choose to stop listening to 
West’s music in an attempt to up-
hold our own morals and not con-
tribute to his wealth? Or, do we 
keep streaming the artistically re-
markable music? Because, we have 
to wonder, what difference does it 
make anyway? 

admitting that his music is “tooo 
goodddd” to quit. Some were apol-
ogetic, while some were proud, and 
more still were confident in their 
ongoing support for the music art-
ist. 

West’s career has been fraught 
with controversy, and, honestly, we 
aren’t surprised by his aggressive 
anti-semitism. Despite this, many 
of the survey responders still con-
sume his art. 

 In an honest tone, one person 
said they still listen to his music 
“because it’s lowkey good even 

million dollars lost can make a real 
impact (even if he is still worth 400 
million). 

We sent out a survey to the en-
tire Upper School asking for opin-
ions on the situation. 

Around 57% of responders 
said that they do not listen to West 
currently, with 52% of responders 
having listened to him in the past at 
some point. 

The written explanations varied, 
including a general distaste for his 
music style, active boycott in re-
sponse to his actions, and several 

It is undisputed that West is a 
musical genius – he changed the 
sound of rap in the 2000’s, inspir-
ing several famous rappers: Drake, 
Kendrick Lamar, Doja Cat, and 
more. 

He gained notoriety by selling 
beats, producing for well-known 
artists, and creating his own music 
whenever and however he could. 

Eventually, he stepped into the 
fashion world through collabora-
tions with name brands like Gap, 
Adidas, and Balenciaga. In 2022, 
he even established his Christian 
private school – Donda Academy 
– following a public dispute with 
ex-wife and business mogul Kim 
Kardashian. 

Controversy and success al-
lowed West to transcend status as 
simply a music star. He’s now a 
household name, famous in a way 
that many aspire and few achieve. 

Nevertheless, West’s net worth 
has dropped from 1.5 billion to 400 
million following his hateful tweets 
and offensive merchandise. Adidas 
responded by canceling their con-
tract with him. 

Gap promptly did the same, and 
the decision to cut him off incurred 
meaningful consequences. Ac-
cording to CNN, sales from Yeezy, 
West’s shoe brand, amounted to 
2 billion dollars, or 8% of Adidas 
sales. Adidas will still sell the shoe 
– it just won’t have the West brand-
ing on it or share profits with West. 

We shouldn’t applaud these 
companies for dropping West be-
cause it’s a capitalistic decision, 
not just a moral one, but it still im-
pacts West in a tangible way. Ce-
lebrities, especially celebrities like 
West, don’t want to just be rich, 
they want to be the richest, and 600 

New humanities curriculum would heed better results
by MARGOT KOHN ’24 and TOMER NUSINOV ’24

Park’s program of studies is full of humanities courses, 
including a variety of literature, writing, history, and phi-
losophy options. Students are taught how to think critically, 
analyze readings, and communicate clearly. This then raises 

the question of why English is required for all four years of 
Upper School, while history is not.

Currently, students are required to complete eight con-
secutive semesters of English, but only three years of history 
before graduation.

Upper School History and Film teacher Peter Warren com-
mented on this inequality, saying, “To me, if it were reversed, 
you would have to take a histoy class every semester. What 
would be the loss? It concerns me that there is a lot of lack 
of historical thinking everywhere. What are we giving up?”

The alternative we offer is that all humanities courses 
should satisfy a humanities credit for students. Starting sec-
ond semester sophomore year, students would have the choice 
to take either a history elective or an English elective to fulfill 
their humanities requirements. 

English Department Chair Kirk Wulf sees the value in a 
humanities requirement. “The gains would be connection in 
considering a much wider narrative of perspectives, more like 
a human being,” he said.

What characterize and connect all humanities courses are 
shared skills, including writing, reading, communication, 
critical thinking, analyzing, and synthesizing. Regardless of 
content, whether it be history, literature, or even upper level 
language courses, these same skills are taught and practiced. 
This would allow students, especially juniors and seniors, 
more freedom with their schedule. 

Under Maryland’s law, students are required to have eight 
credits of English. If Park designated that “humanities” is 

equivalent to what the state means as English, this new sys-
tem would follow the state’s requirements and would be com-
pletely feasible.

After proposing the idea to our peers, we received varied 
responses to this approach. Ridgely Smith ’23 agreed with the 
idea limited to history classes with extensive writing. “I think 
it depends. My history class - History of Religion - is most-
ly discussion based, but classes that are very writing heavy 
should count [as humanities credits].”

On the other hand, Max Baran ’24 questioned the pro-
posed change and highlighted the differences of English and 
history writing. “The writing I do in my English and history 
classes is very different. English writing is much more liter-
ature based, while history papers tend to rely on scholarly 
articles and research.” 

Another flaw of this proposal is the loss of content. Maybe 
the skills would be the same, but students who opt to take 
history electives all four years and no English classes lose a 
connection with fiction. 

Of course, poetry and scholarly articles are read in history 
classes; however, the focus is usually not on the mechanics of 
writing in those classes, but rather on what the content con-
veys about the historical moment. 

The question of whether to create a humanities require-
ment that can be satisfied through various English and history 
courses is evidently controversial; however, it is a topic worth 
considering to allow greater flexibility in scheduling and a 
richer range of perspectives.

though he’s a bad person.” 
Overall, it seems like those who 

dislike his music found it easier to 
demote it following the controver-
sy, and those who view the situa-
tion as deplorable (but still enjoy 
the art), continue to engage with it, 
often with some underlying guilt. 

We, after much deliberation, 
have come to this conclusion: ev-
ery person must make their own 
decisions about what content they 
take in and who they support. 

It may be important to some 
individuals to take responsibility 
for reducing a celebrity’s influence 
(and we don’t condemn this by any 
means). 

Ultimately, we think that the 
conglomerate entities which feed 
problematic stars like West in huge 
and direct quantities should be ac-
countable for taking action against 
those stars. 

 There is a sense of guilt that 
comes with listening to West’s mu-
sic, but at the same time, it’s hard to 
believe that one less stream on one 
ancient song is making a huge step 
towards the future. 

Obviously these numbers can 
add up, but maybe it’s more pro-
ductive to push for action from the 
Fortune 500 companies that spon-
sor him, as well as simply engage 
with our communities and treat our 
peers with the respect and dignity 
we wish West had. 

Nuance in the face of idolatry 
is necessary in today’s world, and 
the scope of what’s right and wrong 
has and will always continue to 
change. 

Ask yourselves what actions 
you will take when your morals are 
threatened, and keep moving into 
the future. 

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel ’23 

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel ’23 

Who has the power to decide if people should separate the art from the artist?
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Little Shop of Horrors thrills audience with dark humor
by CATE COCHRAN ’23

The fall production, Little Shop of Hor-
rors, ran five times, from Wednesday No-
vember 16 through Saturday November 19, 
with three of the performances selling out. 
The show starred Lindsay Reamer ’23 and 
Eli Fox ’23 as Audrey and Seymour, a flirta-
tious duo whose lives extraordinarily trans-
form overnight. The audience follows the life 
of Seymour, who wishes to improve his life 
by exploiting a higher power that he cannot 
control. 

This higher power takes the form of a 
man-eating plant (Audrey II) whose wrath 
is eventually taken out on Audrey as a way 
to punish Seymour. Fox and Reamer do a 
fantastic job embodying this variety of emo-
tions, seen especially during musical perfor-
mances like “Suddenly Seymour.” 

I was thoroughly impressed by the songs 
and choreography across the board. Chiffon, 
Crystal, and Ronette, played by Lucia Kele-
men ’24, Glorya Gorham ’25, and Catherine 
Quinn ’25 respectively, as well as Mr. Mush-
nik, played by Natan Golding ’24, were fan 
favorites and received a standing ovation on 
opening night. 

Just as enjoyable were the vivacious and 
well-rehearsed ensemble performances. My 
favorite part was during the finale when the 
cast ran up the steps into the audience, and 
we were allowed a closer look as they fin-
ished out the show.

Yianni Aposotolo’s ’23 performance as 
Orin, Audrey’s sadistic dentist boyfriend, 
also broke the fourth wall in “Now (It’s Just 
the Gas).” Apostolo executed the scene per-
fectly and tied it all together with his evil 
laugh which caused half of the audience to 

roar with delight, and the other half to shift 
nervously in their seats. Although, I theorize 
that no one was more nervous during the 
song than Apostolo’s target, a seat in the front 
row faced with Orin’s wrath mid-song. Each 
night, a new victim sat in the seat: Upper 
School Principal Traci Wright, Upper School 
Math teacher Walker Miller-Breetz, Student 
Council President Gabe Sachs ’24, Upper 
School History teacher Caroline Ingram, and 
a cast member’s parent. 

While this seat may have had an intimi-
dating encounter, it also had a fantastic view 
of the set, made by the Upper School art 
class, Stagecraft, as well as a great view of 
Audrey II, which was rented and used as a 
costume. What fascinated me was that Au-
drey II was actually played by two people, 
Yoni Andorsky ’25 who was in the costume, 
and music teacher Bruce Bryant who was the 
voice of Audrey II. Head of school, Dan Par-
adis also had a feature in the show: his voice 
used in a prerecorded audio clip as an inter-
viewer in the second scene. These interesting 
quirks helped to draw the audience further 
into the story. 

Not only did the actual performance im-
press me, but before and after the show, as 
well as during intermission, audience mem-
bers were offered the opportunity to buy an 
assorted variety of plants, an exciting change 
of tempo from the customary merchandise 
sold at the concession stand. 

While Little Shop of Horrors was sold 
out three out of their five performances, I am 
surprised it was not all five! Not only is it a 
fun storyline, but our peers on and off stage 
were able to execute the acting, music, cho-
reography, special effects, and visual aspects 
impressively well. It was the perfect show 

for the cast that was chosen and each person 
made the performance all the more enjoy-
able. For those of you who were unable to 

attend this year, I encourage you to go to the 
fall musical next year. You don’t know what 
you’re missing!

Swifties dream of melodic Midnights

Taylor Swift marketed her new 
album, Midnights, in a way that she 
had not done before. There were 
no secret codes, sudden drops, or 
snake photos on her Instagram. 
She was upfront about the tracklist, 
clear about the release date, and 
thus all-around traditional, which 
is to say, non-traditional by Swift’s 
standards. 

The album itself was something 
that Swift had not done before ei-
ther. It was shimmery, cinemat-
ic, and full of pulsing bass, like a 
unique cross between the dark rep-
utation and joyful 1989. Midnights 
is a shiny compilation of irresist-
ible late-night party tracks, and 
squeezed in between these master-
pieces are a few unremarkable cuts 
that seem like fillers.

The tracks that carry this al-

by LUCIA KELEMEN ’24

bum, such as “Lavender Haze,” 
“Bejeweled,” “Anti-Hero,” and 
“Mastermind,” all share catchy, fun 
melodies and bouncy, dark beats. It 
is nearly impossible to keep from 
dancing to any of these songs, as 
they all perfectly create a “mid-
night rave” atmosphere, but the 
award for best production should 
go to the glittery “Bejeweled.”

 Firstly, its bass is lusciously 
deep. Every time its bassline graces 
my ears, my brows furrow and my 
head bobs to the beat uncontrolla-
bly. The synths on “Bejeweled’’ 
are quick and plucky, giving the 
impression that gems are beginning 
to shimmer all around. The lead vo-
cals have a cavernous reverb–this is 
an effect often used by Midnights 
co-producer Jack Antonoff–and 
this quality adds a certain depth to 
the whole track. The backing vo-
cals are equally charming, especial-
ly after the chorus, when Swift, as 
her own backup, sings “Nice!” in a 
bright, cute tone. “Bejeweled” rep-
resents what Midnights does best: 
Infectious, anthemic synth-pop.

Another Midnights must-hear 
is the witty and wise “Karma.” 
Overtop a darkwave synth and yet 
another infectious beat, Swift sings 
about how karma is on her side. She 
claims, “Karma is my boyfriend. 
Karma is a god. Karma is the 
breeze in my hair on the weekend,” 
and the listener can almost hear 
her sly smile. The chorus lyrics are 

DC releases decent film

The DC Extended Universe re-
cently added a new movie to their 
repertoire: Black Adam. Starring 
Dwayne Johnson, the film fol-
lows Teth-Adam, the champion of 
Kahndaq. Throughout the movie, 
Teth-Adam navigates the oppressed 
city in the modern day. The people 
of Kahndaq are ecstatic that he is 
back because  they are under the 
rule of the Intergang, an evil group 
there to harvest their resources. 

Teth-Adam is not a common 
hero; he uses extreme violence 
to get his way, which has led the 
League of Justice, led by Hawkman, 
to hunt him down. With the help of 
some locals, the League of Justice 
eventually get him to help track 
down an evil crown with power 
from ancient demons, but will 
they be able to get there 
in time? 

Dwayne 
J o h n s o n 
does a 
good job as 
Teth-Adam, 
p e r s o n i -
fying the 
p o w e r f u l 
rage that 
the char-
acter gives 
off. All 
the actors 

for the members of the League of 
Justice play their roles effectively, 
especially Noah Centineo as Atom 
Smasher, who provides comic re-
lief in the movie. Bodhi Sabongui 
does this as well and plays the 
young protagonist very well. 

This movie is great for people 
who love action movies, but for 
those who want a deeper plot, it is 
a little lacking. While there is some 
comic relief from Mohammed 
Amer as Karim, the film mostly 
consists of action scenes and more 
serious dialogue.

 I did enjoy the use of flashbacks 
to give us more background infor-
mation to build on the backstory. It 
also connects to other DC movies, 
though it can be confusing at times, 

especially if you haven’t seen 
many DC movies or 
are unfamiliar with 
some of the refer-
ences. It is still a 

solid stand alone, 
but slightly less 

interesting 
if you are 
not a DC 
fan. Over-
all it is a 
quality ac-
tion movie 
that I would 
recommend 
watching to 
anyone.

7/10

by NOLAN KLAIT-
MAN-SMALL ’26

back-to-back, creating a rhythmic, 
rhyming, stream-of-consciousness 
list. Its sharp, braggadocious lyrics 
and marvelous melody carry this 
album. 

Unfortunately, Midnights does 
seem a little bloated. There are 
songs on the tracklist I could do 
without, like the out-of-place 
“Sweet Nothing.” This particular 
track is boring in my opinion, and 
I’m off-put by the fact that Swift 
and the piano have the same verse 
melody. Additionally, the album 
would be better off without the 
confusing “Question…?,” which is 
neither good nor bad – just useless. 

However, of all these lackluster 
songs, the most tragic Midnights 
miss was “Snow on the Beach.”  I 
think that Lana Del Rey’s sultry, 
celestial voice would have sound-
ed divine on this slow track were 
it featured more heavily. I had ex-
pected a verse from Del Rey, or 
at least a lead line, but she’s stuck 
with backup for the whole song. 

After showing her calm side 
on folklore and evermore, Swift 
has proven that she never  lost her 
ability to write outstanding party 
tracks. Furthermore, she has re-so-
lidified her place as an unpredict-
able, fluid, but, in any case, wildly 
successful artist. My only hope for 
the future is that Swift, for her next 
studio-length work, will cut out the 
unnecessary and remember that 
quality comes before quantity.

photos courtesy Jason Lee

Top: Orin (Y. Apos-
tolo ’23) laughs in 
Seymour’s (E. Fox 
’23) face as he pre-
pares to pull out as 
many teeth as he 
can.
Right: Audrey (L. 
Reamer ’23) rants 
to Chiffon (L. Kele-
men ’24), Crystal 
(G. Gorham ’25), 
and Ronette (C. 
Quinn ’25).

image courtesy spotify.com

Taylor Swift releases her 10th 
studio album, Midnights.

image courtesy artofvfx.com
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Enola Holmes 2 captivates with complexity and creativity
by MARIA D’ADDARIO ’26 and BEL-
LA BERMAN ’26

Enola Holmes 2 is a mysterious, thrilling, 
comedy that will keep you at the edge of your 
seat. Enola Holmes is a great representation 
of how women can beat discrimination. 
Holmes is independent and likes to test her 
limits. She fears nothing and wants to prove 
to the world that she is an incredible detective 
who should be recognized for her wits and 
analytical thinking. 

The sets, acting, and script have multiple 
layers, which reveal new sides to the char-
acters over the course of the film. In the first 
movie, we know what Holmes is thinking by 
what she says, but her facial expressions are 
much more important in the second movie. 
During the film she breaks the fourth wall, 
often to address the camera which adds a co-
medic aspect to the movie. 

The movie starts off with a little girl named 
Bessie who comes to Holmes and asks for 
help to find her missing sister Sarah. How-
ever a simple missing persons case quickly 
becomes much more complicated. Bessie 
and Holmes start their adventure by going 
to Sarah’s workplace, the Match Factory. 
There are hundreds of girls who work there, 
and the plot of the movie is about the factory, 
and the girls who work there. Throughout the 

movie Holmes would symbolically catch the 
“smallest thread” out of place and pull until 
she’s unwoven the mystery. 

Even though we recommend this movie, 
there are still some aspects that fell short. 
One of the major disappointments was Vis-
count Tewkesbury, who is the Marquess of 
Basilwether, meaning that he has a seat in the 
House of Lords in Parliament. Even though 
his position sounds important, it’s never real-
ly addressed or talked about in this particular 
movie. To give a little background informa-
tion, in the first movie Tewkesbury and Hom-
les work together to crack a mysterious case 
and they end up becoming more than just 
frenemies. Their dynamic flowed together 
nicely and left us hooked on what was going 
to happen next. Unfortunately, Tewkesbury 
got almost no screen time compared to the 
first movie, and it was easy to forget he was 
part of the plot.

In the first movie we enjoyed the “partners 
in crime” theme, but in this film, Holmes and 
Tewkesbury’s relationship seemed predict-
able. There should have been more prob-
lem-solving, investigating, nail-biting scenes 
with the two. Their relationship seemed to 
be filler, and there was really no need for it 
except for some minor plot conveniences. 
There was no part in their relationship where 

we were worried, or started to doubt if they 
will ever get together. They did have a little 
hiccup in the middle of the movie but Holmes 
moves on so quickly from it, we barely re-
member that it happened at all. 

At the end of the film there is a riveting, 
surprising, and creative plot twist that kept 
us wondering what was going to happen, 
but it erred on the side of confusion. During 
the twist it is revealed who the mastermind 
behind Sarah’s disappearance is, but how 
the mastermind conducted their plan left us 

puzzled. Knowing how the villain pulled off 
their entire plan is not an essential part of the 
plot, but still something we wish we could 
understand. Since understanding the ending 
doesn’t change all the wonderful aspects of 
the movie, we would just recommend paying 
close attention while watching.

Despite these flaws we still really enjoyed 
the movie! We loved Holmes’ facial expres-
sions, the sibling relationship between Sher-
lock and Enola, the character development, 
the settings, and especially the plot twists.

image courtesy netflix.com

Joint album leaves more to be desired from 21 Savage
by ALEC ABEL ’25

When Drake released his album Honest-
ly, Nevermind in June of this year, there was 
an outlier on the tracklist: “Jimmy Cooks,” 
featuring 21 Savage. Its aggressive rap sound 
strayed away from the rest of the album’s 
electronic and upbeat style. 

Little did we know, it was the start of a 
rollout for their upcoming collaborative proj-
ect, Her Loss. While the announcement of 
the album on October 22 was a surprise, the 
idea of the two artists releasing a collabora-
tive album was not all that surprising, given 
the chemistry they have showcased on pre-
vious collaborations like “Knife Talk,” “Mr. 
Right Now,” and the aforementioned “Jimmy 
Cooks.”

 The album had a fun and unique roll-
out in the week leading up to it, with Drake 
posting snippets of the duo at an NPR Tiny 
Desk concert, as well as a fake Howard Stern 
interview on Instagram. 21 and Drake did a 
great job of building up the hype before the 
album’s release. And with the world watch-
ing, they delivered.

Her Loss has a dark sonic atmosphere, 
with hard-hitting production clearly influ-
enced by Memphis hip-hop. This sound is 
best executed on the tracks “On BS” and 
“More M’s.” 

On both of these songs, the production 
provides a perfect canvas for Drake and 
21’s quick flows and hard-hitting punch-
lines. While both of these artists tend to have 
monotonous vocals on songs, “On BS” and 

“More M’s” are great examples of the two 
switching up their vocal inflections through-
out their verses.

 Even though the album generally stays in 
that dark hip-hop lane, the pair doesn’t put 
themselves in a box by showcasing their ver-
satility while still maintaining cohesiveness 
throughout the tracklist. 

For example, on “Spin Bout U,” the pro-
duction does maintain the upbeat trap drums 
featured on the two songs previously men-
tioned, it also switches out the darker melo-
dies for a 90’s R&B sample that blends well 
with the pair’s lyrics. 21 provides a spectacu-
lar opening verse, flowing perfectly over the 
sample-based production. Drake lays down a 
smooth chorus, then opens his verse with one 
of the most interesting lines on the record. 

He sings, “Just turned on the news and 
seen that men who never got p***y in school 
are makin’ laws about what women can do.” 
The line provides an interesting take on the 
issue of abortion, and while it comes off as 
more of a joke than anything else, his heart 
was in the right place. 

Drake and 21 deliver another highlight 
over a sample-driven instrumental with “Cir-
co Loco.” The track samples and interpolates 
Daft Punk’s 2001 hit “One More Time,” in-
corporating it into a fast paced beat, on which 
the two artists fire off fast flows and bars 
about their lavish lifestyles. 

The album is full of interesting beat 
switches. One of my favorites comes on the 
track, “Major Distribution,” which has a very 
well executed switch-up. 

In the first 30 seconds, we see Drake sing-
ing over somber piano chords, but the song 
abruptly switches to the album’s typical dark 
rap production, with Drake opening his verse 
with a funny Macaulay Culkin bar. This song 
had some of the best vocal performances on 
the album. 

Their deliveries were simple, but they 
match the energy of the song very well. An-
other great beat switch comes on the song 
“P***y and Millions” featuring Travis Scott, 
where the triumphant beat switches to a more 

stagnant and aggressive one just as Travis’ 
verse starts. I really enjoyed what Drake and 
Travis did on the back end of the song, spe-
cifically Travis’ vocals when singing in his 
lower register as the beat calmed down.

The album is scattered with standout 
lyrics. “Middle of the Ocean,” a solo Drake 
track, has some of my favorite lines on the 
album, the best of the football wordplay he 
utilizes when he raps, “Big Benjamins like 
the Pittsburgh Steelers…Robert Kraft sent 
the jet for us, that s**t was patriotic. You 
would think we live in Baltimore the way 
they ravin’ ‘bout the latest product.”

One of the few problems with this album 
is that it feels like a project of Drake’s fea-
turing 21, rather than a collaborative work. 
Drake has four solo songs, whereas 21 only 
has one.

And even in the songs with performances 
from both artists, 21’s verses are generally far 
too short, with Drake handling most of the 
lyrics on the album. For example, on “Hours 
In Silence,” 21’s verse takes up less than 30 
seconds off the track’s nearly seven-minute 
runtime and is poorly mixed. The first half of 
the song is enjoyable, but it drags on for an 
extra four minutes, with Drake rambling over 
the sleep-inducing beat that takes over from 
the more enjoyable one. 

This is one of the many beat switches on 
the album, and while they do grab the listen-
er’s attention effectively, I preferred the first 
beat on every song with a beat switch. The 
most apparent example of this was on the 
intro track, “Rich Flex,” where the haunting 
and intriguing vocal sample is switched out 
for a dry piano beat. 

Overall, Her Loss is a success. Despite 
the album’s hour-long runtime, Drake and 
21 Savage rarely fail to keep the listener’s 
attention. There is a lot of variation between 
songs, yet the two still manage to maintain 
cohesiveness throughout the album. 

While the few songs, beats, and verses 
that could have been removed from the track-
list make for a listening experience that is all 
but perfect, it sure is fun. Score: 7.5/10

What does the 
Upper School 

listen to?
by DANIEL PERRIN ’23

In two recent polls, the Upper School 
community reported some of their favorite 
songs! The poll included a wide variety of 
well-known songs, and requested that stu-
dents select their favorite tunes relative to 
the year 2000. To determine which songs 
should be options, a variety of lists from 
music news websites were used to create 
the surveys. 

2. “September” by Earth, Wind & Fire
3. “Brown Eyed Girl” by Van Morri-

son
4. “Smells Like Teen Spirit” by Nir-

vana
5. “Superstition” by Stevie Wonder

Songs from before 2000

Enola Holmes dashes through the cobble-stoned streets of Yorkshire, England.

image courtesy reetfeed.com

Excerpt from “Jimmy Cooks” music video. 

1. “Bohemian   
Rhapsody” 
by Queen

Songs since 2000

2. “Hey Ya!” by Outkast
3. “Mr. Brightside” by The Killers
4. “Take Me to Church” by Hozier
5. “Toxic” by Britney Spears

1. “Viva La 
Vida” by 
Coldplay

image courtesy CNN.com

image courtesy wikipedia.org
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Girls’ Varsity Basketball prepares to face new competitors

Coach Bobby Zirkin is all about improv-
ing and winning games, and he is setting up 
the Girls’ Varsity Basketball team to do just 
that. Competing in the Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association of Maryland C Conference, 
the team is scheduled to have eight games 
against B Conference schools, as opposed to 
only one last year. The goal in doing this is 
to have as much game experience under the 
teams’ belts before conference games truly 
begin. 

“We really came together [last season],” 
Coach Zirkin said. “We had girls that never 
played together and we were very young, but 
we played really tough.” 

They beat Indian Creek in the quarter-
finals and “played tough” with all the top 
teams in the conference, which led them to 
face top seeded Friends School in the semifi-
nals. Unfortunately, they did not advance to 
the next round, which sparked a fire for this 
upcoming season. 

by SAM ST. JOHN ’23

Boys’ Varsity Basketball is back and bet-
ter than ever this season. After a good fight 
in their first game on Saturday, November 11 
against St. Paul’s, they are working to bring 
home a championship. 

Even though the team (in the C Confer-
ence) was defeated by St. Paul’s, a B Con-
ference team, it is clear that their game level 
has drastically increased. “I can tell we have 
improved a lot because last year they [St. 
Paul’s] blew us out, and this game we nearly 
won, so it just shows how much work and 
effort we’ve been putting in,” Reggie Smith 
’24 said. 

Making good use of practices does not 
seem to be a struggle for the team. “There’s 
a lot of good energy when we come to prac-

tice,” Smith said. With positive mindsets and 
a supportive team, conquering their challeng-
es on the court will be much easier. 

Captain Paul Rogers ’23 also had com-
ments on the team’s first game. “We need to 
be reminded of how to play together and how 
to play more fluidly, and then I think we can 
take anyone, anytime,” he said. Despite the 
team’s good bond and hard-working manner, 
they still must refresh their minds on what it 
feels like to be playing official games and not 
just practicing with one another.

After an aggressive offseason full of in the 
gym and on the court workouts, the team can 
only be described as special. Looking ahead, 
the team has a stacked season filled with over 
thirty games, which is more games than any 
other team in the school’s history. “A lot of 
improvement to come and a lot of wins to 

Boys’ Junior Varsity Basketball strengthens
by SAM ST. JOHN ’23

Boys’ Junior Varsity (JV) Basketball is welcoming new 
Head Coach Sam Polakoff ’87 this season. He coached mul-
tiple of the team’s current players when they were in Mid-
dle School, and he is thrilled to continue working with them. 
Additionally, Coach Polakoff played basketball as an upper 
schooler, and can’t wait to deal with unfinished business.

“I am very excited to be back coaching this amazing group 
of young men after a two year hiatus,” Coach Polakoff said. 
“We are looking forward to a great season full of growth, and 
hopefully a lot of W’s.” 

He will be joined by Assistant Coach Matt Yarnevich, who 
is returning for a second season. Last year, he was an assis-

Girls’ Junior Varsity Basketball develops

Coach Chris Adams is eager to continue improving his 
Girls’ Junior Varsity (JV) Basketball squad. “Last year was 
setting the foundation,” he said. “Year two is all about be-
coming more fluent in basketball, just like you get fluent in 
Spanish.” 

Skill, strength, and conditioning seem to be the main focus 
for Coach Adams this season, and he believes they have a 
chance to be a successful team. By focusing on plays as well 
as athletes’ physical strength, the team is hoping to thrive. 

by SAM ST. JOHN ’23

After only three players graduating from 
the year before, the team is ready to come 
back with even more energy as they prepare 
to face the six other teams in their conference. 
Additionally, both Friends School as well as 
Garrison Forest, the prior one and two seed 
respectfully, moved up to the B conference, 
furthering their drive to reach the champion-
ship.

Making it all the way to the semifinals 
was not enough to satisfy Coach Zirkin, so 
this season they are taking their skills to the 
next level. With these difficult early season 
games, he is sure they will improve their al-
ready solid team. “We have excellent parts,” 
Coach Zirkin said. “We have shooting, driv-
ing, but the hallmark of our team is defense.” 

Although they are a small team in terms 
of size, Girls’ Varsity has many good com-
ponents of a championship squad. Their de-
fense is what Coach Zirkin hopes will carry 
the Girls’ Varsity Basketball Team to a cham-
pionship this season. “I won’t be surprised if 
we make it all the way.”

tant on the varsity squad, so his knowledge of high level high 
school basketball will be beneficial to this year’s JV team. 
They have been putting it all out there during the first few 
practices, with players leaving absolutely drenched in sweat 
and exhausted; however, both coaches know that these dif-
ficult practices could be the difference between winning a 
championship or not. 

“We have a lot of solid players,” Coach Yarnevich said. 
Solid players mixed with a tough practice regime is how this 
squad is looking to finish at the top, and after a successful 
regular season last year, Coach Polakoff and Coach Yarnev-
ich will be great additions to push them over the hump for a 
championship.

Coach Adams emphasized that development is key for this 
team, and understands that if Girls’ JV can hone in on the 
essentials, it will lead to a high number in the win column.

He is setting the foundation to have a great season this 
year, but also to train the younger players to have successful 
varsity careers in the near future, as multiple athletes from 
last year have already made the move up. “We have some 
players coming in that could definitely have an impact,” 
Coach Adams said. “It’s going to be a great season.” 

With an exciting season ahead for Girls’ JV, the team is 
hungry and ready to get started.

Boys’ Varsity Basketball is ready for action
by ELIZABETH ROSENBAUM ’24 come,” Rogers said. More game experience 

will only benefit the squad and help support 
them in their strides towards a championship. 

“For the first time in my high school ex-
perience at Park, we have multiple kids who 
can attack and dunk at the rim and we have 
people on the outside who can shoot it from 
basically anywhere on the court,” Rogers 
said. With such a large range of talent, the 
boys are getting even more motivated for this 
winter. “I think while winning games, we can 
play an electric style of basketball that will be 
really fun to watch,” Rogers said.

Additionally, after only graduating four 
players from last season, the team is even 
more excited to make it back to the champi-
onships and bring home a banner. The boys 
have high expectations and are preparing for 
an unbeatable season.

photo courtesy F. Mantilla ’25

Varsity athletes 
S. Zirkin ’25, 
S. Holmes ’23, 
and M. White 
’25 (left to right) 
post up next to 
each other as 
they prepare to 
enter a season 
jam packed with 
in conference, 
out of confer-
ence, and out of 
state games and 
scrimmages.

photo by M. Rogers ’25

Boys’ Junior 
Varsity star A. 
Mahn ’25 lays 
in a bucket as 
they blowout 
opponent Ger-
stell Academy 
in a game that 
could not have 
gone much 
better for the 
team.

photo by W. Peres ’23

Girls’ Junior Varsity train before their first game.

photo courtesy F. Mantilla ’25

J. Wolf ’24 (left) and D. Wolf ’24 (right) 
pose for their media day shoot.
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by ALEC ABEL ’25, JACK COHEN ’25, and JAKE 
FRUMAN ’25

The 2022 NFL Trade Deadline 
took place on November 1, and it 
was all we could have hoped for and 
more. With star players and valuable 
draft picks moving from team to 
team, this was one of the busiest trade 
deadlines in NFL history. Let’s break 
down some of the biggest trades.

The Carolina Panthers sent star 
running back Christian Mccarffrey to the San Francisco 49ers 
in exchange for second, third, and fourth round draft picks in 
next year’s draft, and a fifth rounder in 2024. This is a good 
move for the 49ers, providing them with some explosiveness 
on offense alongside stellar wide receiver Deebo Samuel. 
This also gives the 49ers quarterback Jimmy Garoppol a great 
receiving threat out of the backfield. The trade also benefits 
the Panthers, a team that is not looking to win now, but rather 
building for their future. 

The Chicago Bears traded linebacker Roquan Smith to 
the Baltimore Ravens in exchange for veteran linebacker, AJ 
Klein, as well as second and fifth round picks in next year’s 
draft. Smith led the NFL in tackles at the deadline, so he will 
be a great addition to a Ravens defense. The Ravens picked 
up Smith’s contract, who was on his fifth year with the Bears 
and will become an unrestricted free agent following the 2022 
season. Even if Smith doesn’t return to the Ravens next year, 
he is a great pickup for them and gives the team some much 
needed playmaking ability on defense. As for the Bears, they 
continue to stockpile draft picks, benefitting their team in the 
long run. However, they could have gotten more in return, 
given that Smith is a 2-time all-pro player.

One of the most surprising moves of the day was the De-
troit Lions sending off star tight end T.J. Hockenson to divi-
sion rival, the Minnesota Vikings. The Lions dealt their leader 
in receiving yards (at the point of the deadline) and a third 
round pick in the 2024 draft for a second round pick in 2023 
and 2024. While the Lions did need to make a change, given 
their 1-6 record, they still had an offense which ranks 5th in 
the league with 395 yards per game. For the Vikings, a 6-1 
team destined for a trip to the playoffs, a game-changing tight 
end was a big addition to their already strong offense.

Edge Rusher Bradley Chubb was traded from a struggling 
Denver Broncos team to the Miami Dolphins. Alongside 
2021 first round pick Jaelan Phillips, and recently acquired 
Melvin Ingram, the Dolphins make a big move to hopefully 
send them to the playoffs. With this trade, the Dolphins gave 
up running back Chase Edmonds, a 2023 first round pick (via 
San Francisco) and a 2024 fourth round pick. Chubb, a for-
mer fourth overall pick, had been a productive force in the 
Broncos pass rush with 5.5 sacks and 2 forced fumbles up 
until he was traded. Chubb almost immediately signed a $110 
million extension, keeping him in Miami for the next 5 years. 
The trade was very beneficial for both sides as the Broncos 
got a high pick in the upcoming draft and did not have to 
spend big money on Chubb.

An honorable mention goes to Calvin Ridley. The Atlanta 
Falcons sent wide receiver Ridley to the Jacksonville Jaguars 
for a 2024 2nd round draft pick and a 2023 late round draft 
pick. Ridley is suspended through the rest of this season for 
betting on NFL games. The former star receiver hasn’t played 
since week six of last season after stepping away for mental 
health reasons. This trade is  questionable for the Jaguars con-
sidering that there is uncertainty on whether Ridley will ever 
actually play again, but if he does, he has the ability to help 
a struggling young QB in Trevor Lawrence. For the Falcons, 
it’s easy to say that they won this trade as they have already 
been without him for over a year now, and are getting good 
compensation in return.

This year’s trade deadline was one to remember. While 
it is easy to pick winners and losers of the deadline simply 
based on the players that were dealt, we can only wait and see 
the actual value that each player provides to the team.

Hat Trick
5 flashy trades pre-deadline

Fall season ends with accolades
by MARGOT KOHN ’24

As the temperature drops  
Park Athletics bids goodbye 
to fall sports.

After moving down a con-
ference, Girls’ Tennis knew 
they had a chance to win, but 
also knew they had to work 
hard. Girls’ Tennis won the B 
Conference championships 
at McDonough.  “Our team 
worked hard, we put in the 
effort and this is what hap-
pens,” Sami Zooker ’24 said. 
“I’m so proud of us.” Four 
players on the team, Cap-
tains Naomi Hicks ’23, Joy 
Uhl ’23, and Yana Vaiman 
’23, as well as Sydney Kunar 
’26, were named Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association of 
Maryland (IAAM) All-Con-
ference players.

Girls’ Cross Country 
(GXC) learned the impor-
tance of the long run this 
season. “The team start-
ed running together on our 
6-8 milers,” Captain Maya 
Moorthy ’23 said. “This al-
lowed us to really bond as a 
team.” Cross country, at its 
heart, is a team sport. The 
team has to work together 
to beat other runners, using 
tactics like packing, which 
is when several members run 
together to pace each other. 
GXC got second overall for 
championships, with Captain 
Ridgely Smith ’23 getting 
6th in C Conference as well 

as being named an IAAM 
All-Conference Player.  

Cross Country is an injury 
prone sport and Boys’ Cross 
Country had a lot of inju-
ries this year. The team ran 
many meets without several 
of their players. This didn’t 
stop the team from coming 
together. “The team stuck 
with everyone who was hurt, 
we didn’t leave anyone be-
hind,” Jack Segal-Landon 
’24 said. At championships 
the team lost players but 
was still successful. Varsity 
placed 6th, and Junior 
Varsity (JV) placed 
3rd, with Pablo 
Quintero ’24 
getting first 
place for JV.  
One player on 
the team, Ma-
teo Hidalgo 
’25, was named 
an Maryland In-
terscholastic Ath-
letic Association (MIAA) 
All-Conference player.

What was important to 
Boys’ JV Soccer was that 
they put in the effort. There 
were a lot of new players on 
the team and they knew that 
this was a year of learning. 
The team beat Glenelg in the 
last game of the season, cre-
ating a satisfying and hope-
ful ending. “We won our last 
game, so that was good,” 
Caleb Leone ’25 said. “But 
I’m sure a few people were 

thinking ahead to next year 
when we hopefully can make 
it to the playoffs or even win 
in the playoffs.”

Boys’ Varsity Soccer 
(BVS) was confident go-
ing into the playoffs. They 
were the second seed in the 
MIAA B Conference. Park 
lost against St. Mary’s in the 
semi-finals, with the only 
goal scored being a penalty 
kick. “In the first half, even 
if the score didn’t show it, I 
felt we were winning,” Cap-
tain Max Baran ’24 said. 

“What mattered 
was that we 

reached our 
goals and 
b e y o n d . 
11-3 reg-
ular sea-
son re-

cord is not 
what I ex-

pected.” Four 
players on the 

team including Baron, 
Ethan Kalvar ’24, Andrew 
Makarevich ’24, and Daniel 
Wolf ’24 were named MIAA 
All-Conference players.

Girls’ Varsity Soccer 
knew this was a year of 
growth. They had Varsi-
ty and JV teams, with a lot 
of the girls being “swing” 
players (playing for both 
teams). This created a robust 
community, with all players 
involved. “The beginning 
of the season to end of the 

season was exponentially 
different,” Claire Ingelsby 
’24 said. “The team that we 
built and the community 
that we built was amazing.” 
Two players on the team, 
Zoe Deese ’26 and Cassan-
dra Kitchen ’24, were named 
IAAM All-Conference play-
ers.

Girls’ Field Hockey was 
in a tough conference, so 
they set their sights on a do-
able goal: beat Friends. The 
team played Friends three 
times, winning all three 
times. They beat them on Ri-
valry Day, during in-confer-
ence games, and in the quar-
ter-finals, although they lost 
to Mercy in the semis. “Field 
hockey was able to come 
together through games and 
practice and really push each 
other,” Juliet Sims ’25 said. 
“There were some successes 
and some failures, but ulti-
mately we did it as a team.” 
Captain Isabel Angel ’23 and 
Violet Garibaldi ’24 were 
named IAAM All-Confer-
ence players

A total of fourteen seniors 
are saying goodbye to the 
high school fall season. The 
wins and losses, the commu-
nities they created, and the 
lessons they learned will stay 
with them for years to come.

 Although the teams are 
sad their seasons are over, 
they can’t wait for next fall 
to dominate the competition.

Squash sets sights on nationals
by MARGOT KOHN ’24

Butternut squash season 
may be coming to an end, 
but squash season, the in-
door racquet sport, is just 
beginning. 

Last year was a learning 
experience for the squash 
team. The team had to deal 
with new court locations, 
new coaches, new practice 
times, and many new play-
ers. This year, things are 
a little different. There are 
many returning players, such 
as star Linley Grosman ’24, 
Josh Solomon ’24, and Hen-
ry Holden ’23. 

The team hopes that with 
the foundation from last year 
already in place, they will 
be able to push themselves 
further than before. “Every-
thing was a first last year, but 
now we’re coming in and 
everything will be a second,” 
Grosman, the team’s number 
one seed and a nationally 

ranked squash player, said. 
There are some new ele-

ments of the team. Practices 
are now an hour long, in-
stead of 45 minutes, and take 
place from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday 
at Coppermine Racquet and 
Fitness. Albert Grosman will 
be joining the team as head 
coach, with the help of Ned 
Sparrow, an assistant provid-
ed by the gym. “I’m hoping 
we can continue to improve 
with him,” Holden said.

The team is also co-ed 
this year, which means that 
any girls on the team will 
play in the all boys’ Mary-
land Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, as well as a few 
scrimmages against all girl 
teams in the Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association of 
Maryland. “I’m really excit-
ed,” Grosman said. “Being a 
girl on the team allows you 
to get double the match ex-
perience.”

Another way they plan on 
getting experience is by com-
peting in Nationals. Nation-
als is a squash tournament in 
February that encompasses 
East Coast squash teams. 
The team would play other 
schools, not just from Mary-
land, that have the same skill 
level. This provides an op-
portunity for growth, as well 
as medals. 

“I would like to play Na-

tionals either this year or 
next and looking at our Var-
sity line-up, I think it’s the 
year,” Grosman said.

Solomon also has high 
hopes for the team. “We’re 
going to win the Nation-
al title, we’re going to beat 
Gilman, we’re going to beat 
St. Pauls, we’re going to 
beat Friends,” Solomon said. 
“This is definitely going to 
be a ‘W’ season.”

“ “

The beginning of 
the season was expo-

nentially different. 
The ... community 
that we built was 

amazing.

- Claire Ingelsby ’24

J. Solomon ’24 and B. Shuman ’25 display the dedica-
tion in practice the team needs to win.

photo by W. Peres ’23
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