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Testing reveals elevated lead levels in some faucets school-wide
by ZOLA PFEIFER-THOMAS ’26

In a safety check last year, 58 of 
212 water outlets on campus indi-
cated levels of lead above the new 
Maryland Department of the Envi-
ronment (MDE) standard of five parts 
per billion (ppb). 

One ppb is approximately one 
drop of water in a 500 gallon tank. 
None of the outlets that tested above 
the safety standard are used for drink-
ing or food preparation. 

Still, the 58 outlets that did not 
pass the safety threshold included 
bathroom and locker room faucets. 

Lead, a serious problem in a water 
supply because of the various health 
problems it poses, can build up in the 
body and cannot be removed. Some 
of the health issues for young people 
associated with lead include learn-
ing difficulties, low IQ, anemia, and 
nerve damage. 

Recently, the State of Maryland 

Ceremony celebrates groundbreaking for newest STEM building
The entire school community gathered in 

the main parking lot for the Groundbreaking 
Ceremony of the new Science and Engineering 
Wing on Friday, September 30. Student rep-
resentatives from each grade officially broke 
ground on the construction project. 

The addition of the new wing is intended to 
improve the Upper School Science program, 
providing new spaces for students to engage in 
the many subjects under the science and engi-
neering umbrella.

Students, faculty, and guests crowded in the 
front lot at 1:45 p.m., where they were greet-
ed with performances from the Upper School 
Wind Ensemble and a capella groups Eight-
notes and Vocal Cords. During the ceremony, 
Upper School Student President Gabriel Sachs 
’24 and Head of School Dan Paradis spoke.

In his speech, Sachs spoke about the com-
munity connections Park has, and how the new 
Science and Engineering Wing will continue to 
foster that. “I think that the [future] connection 
of the Athletic Center to the rest of the build-
ing is symbolic,” he said. “Part of the reason 
why I love Park is because first through twelfth 
grades learn in one building, under one roof, 
and I remember as a first grader enjoying that 
sense of community and connection.” Sachs 
was thankful to have gotten a chance to speak at 
the Groundbreaking Ceremony.

For Paradis, the experience was also mo-
mentous. “I just felt a lot of gratitude to be a 

by EVAN ISELI ’25 part of a moment for the school where we were 
looking towards the future,” he said. “We’re 
tackling a project that I know is going to be im-
pactful for generations to come.”

While construction of the new wing began 
at the end of last August, a group of student 
representatives from all grades officially lifted 
dirt from the construction site with shovels to 
symbolize that the project is underway.

Also present at the ceremony were guests 
who have been integral to planning and funding 
the project, although they did not participate in 
the groundbreaking. 

“At a lot of institutions, we [the adults] 
would have been the ones with the shovels,” 
Paradis said. “At Park, we didn’t think that was 
true to who we are. We really wanted to have a 
group of students from across all three divisions 
to represent  the student body… We were mak-
ing sure that students were at the center of that 
moment,” he said.

Before the official groundbreaking began, 
the Bruins Athletic Council hosted a pep ral-
ly to conclude Spirit Week and transition into 
the following morning’s Rivalry Day. Dubbed 
“Brown and White Day,” students and faculty 
were encouraged to wear the school’s colors on 
the day of the ceremony, and were given com-
memorative Groundbreaking t-shirts to wear.

Some students felt that the Groundbreaking 
Ceremony was a positive experience for the 
community, and also successful as a pep rally. 
“It was pretty cool to see the introduction of the 
new building, just to see everyone be together,” 

Aiden Nefferdorf ’24 said. 
Sachs echoed that sentiment, and also felt 

that the Groundbreaking Ceremony was a good 
pre-Rivalry Day pep rally. “Rivalry Day was 
successful, so it [Groundbreaking] got its job 
done,” he said. 

The ceremony fell on Park School’s 110th 
anniversary. “It was historic,” Paradis said. 
“One-hundred and ten years ago, on a different 
campus, a different location, the school opened 
for the very first time. I want us all to feel that 
sense of connection, that sense that we’re part 
of this longer history looking back, and ulti-
mately forward.”

With the Science and Engineering Wing on 
track to be finished by the beginning of August 
2023, there is excitement in the air for what the 

project will bring.  “I think with more resources 
provided to science, we could have more sci-
ence classes, and more science development at 
Park,” Nefferdorf said.

Sachs concurred. “I think that we’ve kind of 
outgrown our spaces in the Upper School, not 
just in size but in people’s interest in new elec-
tives that I think will be possible with the new 
space… it can open a lot of new possibilities 
in the Science Department that I think are very 
exciting.”

The purpose of the new Science and En-
gineering Wing is to have spaces that will be 
available for big projects, and give teachers and 
students an engaging environment to explore 
science and engineering.

changed its regulations from the 
previous threshold of 20 ppb to five 
ppb, possibly due to the cumulative 

negative effect of long term exposure 
to low levels of lead in water that is 
regularly ingested. 

Dan Schochor, Associate Head of 
School for Finance and Operations, 
helped to further explain the situa-
tion: 

“About a year after the initial test 
was done [in 2021], the state reduced 
the threshold of lead in the water to 
five ppb,” he said. 

“We consulted with MDE, and 
put signs at the places where water 
tested above the new regulations. All 
drinking stations tested below, along 
with all stations used for food prepa-
ration.” 

Levels of lead above the 2022 
standard were found in multiple loca-
tions, including bathrooms and lock-
er rooms. 

The school, following MDE’s 
guidance, put up signs to inform stu-
dents and faculty of lead that was in 
the water.

These signs are 11 inches by four 
inches and are posted near the affect-

photo courtesy Communications

Students from all grades, K-12, pose in Park shirts with shovels to celebrate the con-
struction of the new Science and Engineering Wing.

ed sinks. Sinks that have been dis-
abled do not have signs. 

Signs were posted in addition 
to a report being sent to families in 
the September 22 Park Bulletin. The 
email included an announcement that 
linked to more information located 
on the school’s website that included 
another link to the list of outlets that 
tested over the limit.

Students had mixed opinions 
about the way in which the school 
addressed the problem and made the 
information public.

“They have a sign in front of the 
science sinks that says not to drink 
the water,” Brody Lickstein ’25 said. 
“There are almost always other pa-
pers on it so you might not know.”

“I don’t really care,” Grace James 
’26 said. “I won’t be drinking the 
bathroom water anyway. I think we 
should just leave it alone,” she said.

photo by Z. Pickard ’23

The school has placed signs on faucets that have unsafe lead levels. 
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What is the importance of an unbiased ed-
ucation? 

This is a question I’ve been trying to an-
swer for a while now. I recall conversations I 
have had when discussing  abortion, a polar-
izing topic, with people of different political 
views. 

I found that I would get into heated, un-
productive arguments based on unsupported 
ideas. I did not want other students to face 
the same issue and found a way to limit these 
fruitless interactions. 

The week of October 8 I was invited to 
faciliate the third annual open discussion on 
abortion with two eighth grade Social Studies 
classes. 

My goal for the presentation was to help 
the students have a basic understanding of 
abortion when discussing it with others. 

It is important that a topic of such weight 
should be able to be discussed in an open fo-
rum without yelling and based on facts. This 
way, students can have productive conversa-
tions on their own in the future. 

As I presented to the class, it was amazing 
to see the diverse opinions, the ways students 
interacted with each other, and how they used 
respectful language when approaching such a 
heavy topic. 

This made me realize how special it was 
to have a group of students like these eighth 
graders exchange their opinions with such 
grace and the ability to listen.

It made me realize how many important 
conversations in our country are not talked 
about with open minds or a common under-
standing of facts. 

These days, listening to and being open to 
someone else’s political or personal perspec-

tives is unfortunately very unusual. 
We close our ears and fail to acknowledge 

that there are beliefs other than our own. But 
beliefs are not facts. 

By learning and understanding pure facts, 
we can better comprehend another person’s 
perspective and demonstrate credibility in 
what forms our beliefs. 

It was very hard for me while presenting 
to make sure that what I was saying was un-
biased. It is clear that unbiased education is 
rare and almost impossible in most circum-
stances. 

As I presented, it was difficult to leave my 
own opinions out of the discussion. I would 
guess most teachers have the same difficul-
ty.  

But I still believe the best way for students 
to enter such important and controversial 
conversations is to have access to unbiased 
information. Not just relating to abortion, but 
with many other controversial topics. 

It is incredibly difficult to have a conver-
sation with someone of different political be-
liefs in a civilized manner. 

Facts though, are undisputed. With facts, 
we can find common understanding and 
common ground. 

I urge everyone when approaching con-
versations of great importance in the future, 
or even conversations where you simply dis-
agree with someone, to go into it open-mind-
ed of the other person's belief. 

In adition, try to support your argument 
with some facts. 

Realistically, you probably won’t start 
spitting out facts when in a heated argument 
with someone, but they might start listening 
to you more when you say even just one fact 
supporting your argument from a reputable 
source. 

Facts and open minds lower 
heat of arguments
by EMMA BORDEN ’25

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel ’23

destructive, constructive
Park’s philosophy rests on the idea that 

students here learn to think. We take pride in 
gaining a deeper understanding of the sub-
jects we study, in constantly asking why? 
We’re not supposed to take what we’re 
taught as definitively true, or assume that our 
teachers know everything. Yet for those of 
us who’ve been here for a while, it becomes 
increasingly easy to forget that this is a priv-
ilege, not a right. 

We’ve noticed our community falls into 
a pattern of unproductive critique, where we 
no longer question solely to understand and 
improve, but merely because it’s what we’re 
used to doing.

There is a lazy pleasure in critiquing with-
out a real purpose. When we’re not careful, 
it slips into the realm of bad-mouthing, com-
plaining, and gossip. And it goes both ways 
– it’s no secret that Park students like to criti-
cize teachers – but our faculty is not an inno-
cent party either. This is a school-wide issue. 

The problem is partially a product of 
how comfortable we are at school. Though 
generally a good thing, the ease and friend-
ship among the people here create a lack of 
self awareness.We feel free to say what we 
please, and have for so long that we’ve lost 
the ability to determine what is helpful and 
what is rude. 

Students have taken advantage of the val-
ue placed on our feedback and frequently 
abuse it. We censure every class, teaching 
method, and grading system without reser-
vation or empathy. We speak about authority 
without recognizing the things they’re doing 
right. 

Within the “Park Bubble,” we are unaware 
that this entitlement is inappropriate. Take 

Zena Hitz, for example, last year’s Resident 
Scholar, who while answering a question in 
Upper School assembly about whether or not 
homosexual sex is a sin, created an uproar 
within the community. Students wanted to 
criticize and condemn her for her homopho-
bic remarks without realizing there was an 
option to turn this into something productive. 

For example, after giving space and time 
to process emotions, we could have identi-
fied that this will not be an isolated incident 
– homophobia exists all over the world. In-
stead of putting all our frustrations onto Hitz, 
this could have been a chance to practice ef-
fective ways to fight prejudice and respond 
to hate.

Though our criticism is rarely intended 
to be malicious, the consequences of our 
words can be dramatic. One party says or 
does something, and the other has a knee-
jerk reaction. To protect ourselves, we hurt 
them back. 

And don’t get us wrong – we realize 
we’re hypocrites; this editorial is entirely a 
critique – but we believe it’s important and 
meaningful. 

Positive criticism is based on good in-
tentions and a desire for improvement. It in-
volves providing constructive feedback and 
helpful comments within specific areas of a 
topic, as well as remembering to listen to un-
derstand rather than refute. 

If we approach a situation mindfully and 
without making assumptions, as a communi-
ty we can be nicer and more understanding 
of one another. Next time you criticize some-
thing, think about whether it follows these 
guidelines. If it doesn’t, it might be better 
left unsaid.
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Climate Change Collective leads student activists in 
strike for legislation with Baltimore City area schools

The Upper School Cli-
mate Change Collective 
(CCC), led by Daniel Perrin 
’23, Rebekah Geller ’23, and 
Deven Hafiz ’23, attended 
a climate march with other 
Baltimore City high school-
ers on September 23.  

Students left after their 
first class and protested with 
signs on the streets from the 
Washington Monument to 
the Inner Harbor. 

Students from Park and 
other schools across Balti-
more voiced their concerns 
for climate legislation and 
climate action, the need to 
address the growing emis-
sions of greenhouse gasses, 

pollution of oceans with 
plastic and chemicals, and 
the rising temperatures.

 “The purpose [of the 
march] was very simple in 
my view: we wanted to go 
out into our city and voice 
very clearly that climate ac-
tion was a higher priority 
for us than a day of school,” 
Perrin said. “We wanted 
those in power to see that if 
they wanted us in school like 
we’re supposed to be, they 
better get their act together 
and pass serious climate leg-
islation.” 

In previous years, Park 
has encouraged and sup-
ported climate marches and 
activism. 

However, this march was 

different. An email sent to 
Upper School parents by Up-
per School Principal Traci 
Wright made clear that CCC 
did not want their absences 
to be excused – “Park School 
is not sanctioning this trip 
[the march]. If students leave 
school and miss class, they 
will be marked with an unex-
cused absence…”

Leila Vergara ’24, a reg-
ular member of CCC, com-
mented on why this aspect 
of the march was vital. “I 
think that not being excused 
from classes is part of going 
against the rules to stand up 
for something you believe 
in, and that’s how change is 
made.”

Prior to the march, CCC 

held multiple planning meet-
ings to prepare. Students 
made signs, posters, and ban-
ners, helping to emphasize 
their message. 

“We were proud to be 
a group of Baltimore teens 
using our voice to advocate 
for important things,” Per-
rin added, whose interest in 
climate change has grown 
throughout the years. 

The walk ended at City 
Hall where the formal protest 
took place. Students were 
able to publicly express their 
opinions and concerns with a 
megaphone. 

“I felt really supported by 
everyone at the march which 
compelled me to speak out 
about the need for action, 

especially the importance of 
voting,”  Geller said. 

Geller, who’s been a 
member of CCC for two 
years, described how she 
was contacted by someone 
from Bryn Mawr, who asked 
if she and CCC would be in-
terested in joining her at the 
march. 

When it comes to seri-
ous issues such as climate 
change, “collaboration and 
connection with others is ex-
tremely important,” she said.

For some Upper School-
ers, this march was their first 
opportunity to make their 
opinions heard. 

“The whole idea of a 
march was pretty foreign to 
me,” Tristan Wolf ’24 said. 

“It was such a cool feeling 
to rally for something I cared 
about.” Wolf added that he 
was inspired by just how 
many people were dedicated 
to this cause.

Park’s CCC will continue 
to do the hard work of edu-
cating and advocating for 
climate action for the rest 
of this year, while maintain-
ing relationships with other 
schools and organizations in 
achieving their goals. 

“I believe that disruption 
is power, and being acknowl-
edged by random people was 
truly inspiring,” Geller said. 
“It was all about showing 
that we were taking time out 
of our busy lives to show up 
for what matters.”

Every year, Bruins Athletic Council (BAC) organizes a 
Spirit Week to build anticipation and unify the Upper School 
community before Rivalry Day. 

The leaders choose a theme for each day of the week, and 
this year, students dressed to match the following themes: 
Neon/Tie Dye Day, Wimbledon Wednesday, Zoom Pajama 
Day, Brown and White Day/Pirates for the Class of 2024.

BAC leaders Ridgely Smith ’23,  Isabel Angel ’23, Will 
Peres ’23, Noah Heller ’23, and Cassandra Kitchen ’24 decid-
ed on these four themes after much discussion. Initially, they 
had some others in mind.

 “We had some other ideas for Wednesday’s themes, such 
as Western Wednesday, but we ultimately decided on Wim-
bledon after consultation with the administration,” Smith 
said. 

Regardless of the themes, students felt the excitement and 
importance of the week for the Upper School community. 
“Spirit Week is important to me because it is something fun 
and different that I can look forward to and adds excitement 
to the school day,” Greg Ehrhardt ’24 said.

An annual tradition during Spirit Week is to designate Fri-
day as “Junior Day’’ in addition to Brown and White Day. 
This day is unique to the junior class and allows for a unified 
celebration as a grade. 

Juniors have practically full control over this day. They get 
to decide the theme, pick decorations, and organize a playlist 
to play in the hallways. 

This year, the class of 2024 decided on pirates. The juniors 
got into the spirit by filling the halls with streamers, posters, 
and a canoe.

 The juniors coordinated their outfits to consist of bandan-
as, pirate hats, and more. Some even went far enough to bring 
homemade pirate flags. Many juniors enjoyed this day in par-
ticular compared to the rest of Spirit Week. 

“Out of all the days during Spirit Week, Junior Day was 
my favorite.   I felt like it brought together the grade and it was 
one of the few times we all are together,” Max Baran ’24 said.

Spirit Week remains one of the most beloved events of the 
school year and a staple in the community.

The Upper School is lucky to have this time to bond and 
strengthen its school spirit.   

Spirit week brings excitement to student community

photo courtesy R. Smith ’23

J. Fish-
er ’24, R. 
Smith ’23, 
M. Baran 
’24, and C. 
Kalvar ’24 
smile and 
enjoy the 
last day  
of Spirit 
Week  in 
Junior Day 
and Brown 
and  White 
Day outfits  
on Friday, 
S e p t e m -
ber 30, the 
day before 
H o m e -
coming. 

by ARIELLE ADLER ’24

by NOAH BENDER ’24

Climate Change Collective leaders D. Perrin ’23, R. Geller ’23, and D. Hafiz ’23 prepare with other Park students to join the multi-school march at Mount Vernon Place.
photo courtesy  R. Geller ’23
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by WREN LONG ’23

In our progressive spirit, our campus seems to always 
be a work in progress. Current students are well aware of 
this, as the far end of the main building has become noisy 
and chaotic while the construction of a new science wing is 
underway. 

However, since this school has found its home on Old 
Court Road, there’s seldom been a decade without construc-
tion. So, in light of last month’s groundbreaking celebration, 
why not look back at the gradual construction of the modern 
Park School? 

I’m sure it’s well known that Park was not initially situ-
ated on its current campus. In fact, there were two previous 
locations which we called home. 

There was a short, five-year stay at the original building 
on Auchentoroly Terrace, a community across from Druid 
Hill Park (from which the school derives its name), until 
relocating to Liberty Heights in 1917. 

It stayed there for decades, until finally moving to its cur-
rent home in 1959. 

In 1965, the original building ended just beyond the his-
tory classrooms. If one were to stand in the atrium, they 
could still see the brick which was once the exterior wall of 
the building. Just six years on the Old Court campus, new 
additions were already in the works. 

100, a book published by Park to celebrate its centennial 
anniversary,  provides a timeline of construction on campus, 
and notes that by 1965, a new kindergarten building and 
tennis courts were under construction. 

In 1970, a brochure titled “Park plans for the 70’s: a vital 
commitment” circulated. This included a map, which pro-
posed the addition of a second gymnasium, new adminis-
trative offices (which today are admissions offices), and the 
Meyerhoff Theater. 

This was particularly fascinating to me because I’d al-
ways assumed both gyms were original to the building, and 
that the Meyerhoff was built some time in this millennium. 
To find out they were built within years of each other was a 
real surprise. 

I was able to find student opinions of the near-constant 
construction from the 1980s, and they pretty consistently 
mirror the attitudes towards the building we are currently 
detailing with. 

In 1987, the Upper and Middle school commons, as well 
as the wooden outdoor deck and humanities offices, were 
just beginning to come into shape. Middle school teacher 
Kathy Issacs was upset by the noise, but told The Postscript, 
“There’s not much my anger can do.” 

Students were also begrudging towards the new addition, 
as the space now occupied by the deck was once a popular 
place for students to sit and enjoy the view of the pond. Al-
exandra Hettinger ’89, an Upper School student at the time, 
said, “I don’t think we need anymore buildings. The grass 
was just fine before.” 

Nearly 20 years later, students still shared Hettinger’s 
incredulity. The Oct. 19 issue of the school newspaper 
from the year 2000 boasts the headline, “We’re Building, 
Again…” 

The early 2000’s seemed a particularly construc-
tion-heavy period. A 2001 edition of the paper notes that 
an expansion creating the arts wing had begun, just as the 
Athletic Center was wrapping up. 

While both of these articles focused mainly on the logis-
tics of the new additions, the 2000 article did briefly touch 
on students’ concerns for the surrounding environment, and 
noted that any area unnecessarily impacted would later be 
reforested. 

It seems that Park will never be done expanding, re-
pairing or renovating the building it inhabits. For better or 
worse, this school keeps growing, and its facilities must 
grow with it. 

Many of the much-maligned construction projects of the 
past are now integral parts of student life here, and I can 
only hope the same will be true when the new science wing 
opens its doors. 

Parkives
Blammo fundraiser takes over Upper School
by OLIVER MACK ’24 and JOSH SOLOMON ’24

A highly anticipated game of Blammo began throughout 
the Upper School on September 23. Students and faculty 
signed up via email, paying five dollars to participate in a 
game in which each member must carry around and protect 
a red spoon. All the money collected was donated directly to 
the prom fundraising account. 

Everyone is assigned a target, and if they aren’t holding 
their spoon with an active muscle (hand, mouth, toes, etc.), 
they can be “Blammo’ed” and eliminated from the game. 
Then, once a contestant gets their target out, they are re-as-
signed their original target’s person until only one player re-
mains. 

This year, the game was conducted by Will Peres ’23 and 
Noah Fontenos ’23. “Will and I have tried doing Blammo 
since 8th grade, and we did it last year which was pretty suc-
cessful,” Fotenos said. “We need a lot of money for prom so 
we thought a good way to fundraise was Blammo since we 
make a lot of money and have fun too.” 130 students partic-
ipated at the start of the game, fundraising $650, excluding 
the extra spoons that students purchased for a dollar each. It 
was difficult to set up the game, but now that it’s running, it’s 
rather low maintenance.

Some people worry about the disruption in classes, but 
Peres and Fotenos have implemented a few rules regulating 
where people are and aren’t allowed to play. Classes, assem-
blies, rehearsals, and sports are just some of the Blammo-free 
zones. Students and teachers have generally followed these 
rules and complied with the decisions of Fotenos and Peres. 
“I think the leaders have handled it really well, especially 
with the organizational aspect,” Upper School principal Traci 
Wright said.

The game brings people together in ways unlike other 
events organized by the school. Students who play are likely 
to have to step out of their comfort zones and meet people 
they don’t know or don’t normally talk to. “It’s been fun. It’s 
brought the community together because people who would 
not ordinarily know each other are able to find out more 

about other people through Blammo,” Wright said. “You start 
to put names with faces, especially with kids across grades.” 
Though it may be frustrating to get out, it’s a great school 
bonding activity. “I think it’s really good for the community. 
As much as it may break friendships, I think it’s brought a 
lot of people together,” contestant Tristan Wolf ’24 said. “I 
think it’s something that we’ve all needed to bond together, 
especially post-COVID.” 

The game typically lasts for months, often leaving only 
a few contestants to wait each other out for long periods of 
time. One year, it went on for so long that the remaining con-
testants eventually had to call a truce. “I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we were at Thanksgiving and people still had their spoons,” 
Wright said. 

Overall, students and teachers are having a good time try-
ing to get their targets out of the game while trying not to let 
their guard down. After playing many times, and even getting 
out by a student that crawled into a classroom to tag her one 
year, Wright knows that this is her year to win, or at least 
be one of the final contenders. “I’m determined to win, but I 
know I’ll make the final five at least,” Wright said.

Administrative assistants remain invaluable
by KELBY JAMES ’23 
and ZOË PICKARD ’23

Tucked away into the 
Upper School lobby lie the 
offices of two loveable and 
hardworking women. Up-
per School Administrative 
Assistant Catharine (Kate) 
Davidson and Upper School 
and Park Connects Admin-
istrative Assistant Lauren 
Blum ’93 are two people 
who make a difference in the 
lives of students and faculty 
alike. 

While most Upper School 
students roll into school 
around 8:25 a.m., Davidson 
is here at 7 a.m. every morn-
ing. Her daily tasks include 
everything from organizing 
substitute teachers, to check-
ing to see if the elevator is 
working. “Most days I have 
a plan and then it all goes to 
hell in a handbasket within 

20 or 30 minutes,” Davidson 
said.

In addition to a multitude 
of daily tasks, Davidson has 
some of the Upper School’s 
biggest events and responsi-
bilities on her plate. She is in 
charge of the schedule when 
a possible new hire comes in, 
and for each Resident Schol-
ar, Journalist, and Writer. 
And, perhaps most important 
of all, she keeps the facul-
ty fed, constantly ordering 
food for breakfasts and af-
ter-school events (A testa-
ment to this statement, Up-
per School English Teacher 
Angela Balcita interrupted 
our interview to ask David-
son whether there would be 
snacks at the upcoming inter-
departmental meeting).

Blum is also responsi-
ble for keeping the Upper 
School nourished, “I keep 

the faculty pumped of choc-
olate, I bring them candy 
every week and put it in the 
little faculty workspace, be-
cause, you know, they need 
that during the day,” Blum 
stated. 

The two also work to-
gether with Upper School 
Dean of Students Allison 
Ewing and Upper School 
Principal Traci Wright. “Al-
lison’s been great, and it’s 
been fun to teach her about 
Park,” Blum said. “Traci ob-
viously is amazing, and since 
Allison is new, I can still go 
to Traci if there’s something 
I’m unsure about because it’s 
likely she’ll know how it’s 
done.”

Aside from this, the two 
have clearly defined differ-
ences in their roles. David-
son works mainly with fac-
ulty, and Blum with students.

“If it’s student-centered, 
Lauren does it. She does ev-
erything for the kids,” Da-
vidson said. “And because 
she does her job so well no 
one knows that. Everything 
is just where it’s supposed to 
be all the time because she 
just does all of it.”

Every day, Monday 
through Friday, Blum sends 
out the announcements, 
takes attendance, takes care 
of every late arrival and ab-
sent student, and supports 

Ewing. She also deals with 
the miscellaneous – finding 
people who have lost their 
phones, empty rooms for stu-
dents who need a space for a 
meeting – and finds time to 
see her son, Ryan Blum ’23.

As a Park parent, Blum 
feels especially connected to 
the students here.“Obviously 
I’m going to miss Ryan next 
year, but I’m going to miss 
all of you. I think you guys 
are really an amazing grade 
and not too much trouble, 
and a lot of you I’ve known 
since first grade,” she said.

Davidson also feels con-
nected to the seniors. “You 
[the class of 2023] were 
my first freshmen ever, and 
I think that you all really 
showed me what high school 
can do for kids if they do it 
the way they’re supposed 
to,” Davidson said. 

Whether this is their first 
or last year with Davidson 
and Blum as the faces of the 
front office, students cannot 
deny the impact they’ve had 
on their lives in the Upper 
School. 

As a community we 
should recognize all of the 
work, both seen and unseen, 
they put in to keep us run-
ning. As Wright put it, “If 
the Upper School is running 
well, it’s only because Kate 
and Lauren make it so.”

photo by N. Fotenos ’23

photo by S. Zooker ’24

Lauren Blum ’93 (left) and Kate Davidson (right) enjoy 
each other’s company while answering emails.

Math teacher Walker Miller-Breetz took the competi-
tion seriously, untill his hopes of victory were crushed.
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National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
known in Spanish as El Mes de La Heren-
cia Hispana, is an annual celebration of the 
history of Hispanic cultures in the United 
States. The month became a federal tradition 
in 1986, and takes place every year from Sep-
tember 15 to October 15. 

The idea behind the celebration was in-
troduced by Edward Roybal, a Latino sena-
tor from California, and was chosen for this 
time of year because September 16 marks the 
beginning of independence from Spain for 
Mexico. In addition, Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica and Chile 
celebrate their independence days in Septem-
ber.

The Upper School Spanish teachers in-
corporate Hispanic Heritage Month into their 
curriculum during the fall, and engage the 
Park community in celebration of the month 
in various ways every year. 

On September 28, Modern Language fac-
ulty and students of Hispanic descent host-
ed a Hispanic Heritage Month assembly, 
where Spanish teachers gave a presentation. 

The slideshow displayed work from Spanish 
classes that centered around honoring His-
panic cultures. “Every year I try to do some-
thing with my students to celebrate the His-
panic/Latinx heritage month. This year, the 
Spanish teachers agreed to create QR codes 
in our classes that linked to important His-
panic/Latinx figures who have contributed 

to our society,” Spanish teacher Dr. Jonathan 
Montalvo-Roman said. Some of these figures 
included Selena Quintanilla, Ellen Ochoa, 
and Cesar Chavez.

Another aspect of the assembly presenta-
tion involved hearing directly from people in 
the Latinx community. This group was made 
up of students and teachers including Cassan-

Community shares cultural practices for Hispanic Heritage Month 
by NOAH BENDER ’24 dra Kitchen ’24. “To me, Hispanic Heritage 

Month means a time where my ancestry and 
culture is remembered and highlighted. Be-
cause one side of my family are immigrants, 
they have made an impact on this country and 
they should be honored.”

In the future, members of the Modern 
Language Department would like to incorpo-
rate more events for students to learn about 
Hispanic cultures. “Hopefully next year we 
will ask the school for funds to invite peo-
ple from outside of Park to show traditional 
dances and foods,” Upper School Spanish 
teacher Nathalie Behrens said.

Oftentimes, the narrative of Latinx people 
focuses on a level of disproportionate strug-
gle and adversity. “We [people in the Hispan-
ic world] often have a negative light being 
thrown on us because of drugs and gangs,” 
Kitchen added. “Once you take a step into 
our culture, it opens up a world of greatness.” 
Hispanic Heritage Month is a chance to high-
light the great successes and achievements 
that are often forgotten about.

Hispanic Heritage Month is an opportuni-
ty for all Hispanic people to be uplifted, em-
powered, and honored.

You thought this year was gonna be nor-
mal? Nope! The construction of the Science 
and Engineering Wing has been a major 
roadblock in the flow of the community. 

The administration has created a new 
parking lot, nicknamed, “The Pasture,” in 
which student drivers and some faculty must 
take the grueling journey to the main build-
ing everyday whilst lugging all of their im-
portant belongings. 

Not only this, but the time it takes to get to 
the Athletic Center has lengthened. The once 
great epicenter of athletes during X and G 
blocks has been ruined! On top of this, con-
struction sounds are set to completely disrupt 
our learning experience! 

Classes taught in the math and science 
hallway, especially in rooms 360 and 361, 
were expected to be hit pretty hard with the 
disruptions due to jackhammers, drills, and 
large machinery. 

Drew Schwartzman ’24 shared his 
thoughts about the imminent noise. “It should 
negatively affect [the classes], because a lot 
of noise might be distracting in classrooms.” 
You’d think that this is a shared concern, 
but the faculty and students are finding that 
the construction is not as annoying as they 
thought. 

Despite everything, the construction of 
this new building really has not posed as 
much of a threat to the learning environment 
as predicted. 

Upper School science teacher Elliot 
Huntsman, who teaches in the “clamorous” 
room 360 was worried, like most teachers, 
about the construction before the school year 
started. Huntsman shed some light on the 
distractions, “I have actually been pleasantly 
surprised with the construction.” 

The community seems to agree with 
Huntsman. Will O’Connor, the foreman for 
Southway Builders, the construction compa-
ny, reveals that he has, “Not heard any direct 
feedback from folks about how people are 
finding the construction activities.” 

This goes to show that the students and 

faculty have not had many difficulties with 
classroom disruptions provided by the con-
struction. 

Construction, in its nature, is loud, with 
big workers, big materials, and even bigger 
machines. But why has it had so little effect 
on us in school? 

Southway Builders received a sched-
ule from Dan Schochor, Associate Head of 
School for Finance and Operations. On the 
schedule, each day is given a color: either 
green, yellow, or red. 

Yellow and green signify that silence is 
needed for that particular day. This is so that 
students do not have to worry about loud 
noises on important days, for example PSATs 
or AP testing days.

 Of course, some noises slip by, wheth-
er it’s a large object dropping or machines 
moving, but Huntsman put the noises into 
perspective. “It’s not much louder than the 
students in the hallways who are sometimes 

loud and disruptive,” Huntsman said. 
As for the longevity of this process, the 

worst has already happened. The louder con-
struction activities like breaking up concrete, 
have already occured, and students should 
not fear anything louder. 

The next loud step will be installing the 
elevator from the basement to the Upper 
School hallways. Thankfully, this construc-
tion will only occur during the weekends, to 

keep from impeding classes and extracurric-
ulars.

New methods of working around disrup-
tions are still being considered, but don’t ap-
pear to be a huge burden on anyone’s mind 
or classrooms. 

If disruptions do arise, please speak up, 
email the administration or Southway Build-
ers and the workers will kindly adapt to our 
requests.

Construction creates little disruption to learning environment
by TRISTAN WOLF ’24

images courtesy Intensive Spanish Language and Culture class

These QR codes, created by a Spanish elective, include links to the Hispanic Mu-
seum & Library (left) and a report on “Latinos in sports” (right).
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The Women’s March group – a ques-
tionable national feminist organization that 
focuses on holding rallies – hosted a march 
on Saturday, October 8, in Washington, D.C. 
The Upper School student club, Organiza-
tion for Women’s Empowerment and Rights 
(POWER), made the decision not to attend. 

Supporters of all backgrounds have, in the 
past, protested across the United States amid 
the #MeToo movement, the Roe v. Wade 
case, the fight for Title IX (a civil rights law 
designed to minimize sex-based discrimina-
tion in the education system), and so forth. 
Yet, the overturning of Roe v. Wade was the 
catalyst that shocked countless Americans 
into a state of forlorn defeatism, thus leading 
to certain aspects of the new feminist move-
ment digressing into a hero-complex mindset 
lacking concrete goals. As a group, POWER 
wants to move past this detrimental mindset 
and take effective action in our community. 

According to Vox Magazine, the Women’s 
March organization was founded five years 
ago and boasts diverse inclusivity. In reality, 
they struggle to cover the concerns of women 
from all backgrounds, although their impact 
is inspiring to many feminists. 

Beyond this issue of representation in 
the feminist movement, the group strives to 
solve a set of broad and often not very practi-
cal issues, including “reimagining democra-
cy” (Women’s March official website) while 
enjoying the benefits of identifying as a fem-
inist group. 

POWER rejects unfocused forms of protest
Although the Women’s March group is 

very successful and helps people to vocal-
ize their ideas, it is often unclear where do-
nations go, or what specific issues are being 
addressed. Organizations like these are im-
portant for upholding the First Amendment 
and advocating for women’s rights – when all 
women are included – but POWER is looking 
to take more action directly and locally.

“Bodies gathered together to spread 
awareness and a sense of strength and com-
munity is important,” Margot Kohn ’24, one 
of POWER’s student leaders, emphasized. 
“Despite this critical part of advocating, 
POWER is currently more focused on tan-
gible goals, like local bills and legislation,” 
Kohn said. 

The local Women’s March did not active-
ly affect the school community, and although 
POWER did not attend themselves, they did 
not advise against going. Opportunities to at-
tend out-of-school functions as a group are 
limited, and POWER plans to pick their bat-
tles. 

Another student leader of POWER, Izzy 
Yura ’25, expanded on what POWER is look-
ing to work towards this school year in con-
trast with the Women’s March principles. 

“I feel like we can make a lot of progress 
this year by organizing a march so it is not 
just limited to POWER; we plan to include 
a lot of other affinity groups, like Black Fe-
male Forum, Asian Pacific Islander Affinity 
Group, and Pride Club,” Yura said. 

We are looking for opportunities to in-
corporate more diversity into POWER, as 

well as researching a bill so we can march 
for a specific goal like that, including other 
schools too, and installing menstrual prod-
ucts in bathrooms, which should be done by 
the end of the quarter.”

Nico Doyle ’26, a POWER member, has 
been a leader in the fight for menstrual prod-
ucts at Park for more than a year. The amount 
of work that she, along with other students 
including Cece Lester ’26, put into this proj-
ect displays the power of specifying matters 
and keeping focus. 

“[Access to menstrual products] is not 
one of the first ideas that come to mind in the 
feminist movement, like equal pay, but striv-
ing for their supply is a more efficient course 
of action for making a real difference. Sure 
you can march, and prove that you are for 
women’s rights, but it is not targeted toward 
one specific goal,” Doyle said.

On The Argument, a debate podcast of 
The New York Times, host Jane Coaston 
poses the question: “is feminism an identity 
that you claim or an action that you take?” 
From a nationwide organization to a school 
club, all groups can have an impact on their 
environment, but it is important to POWER 
to act locally. 

While the Women’s March group, which 
claims feminism as an identity, has amplified 
the voices of millions, taking small-scale ac-
tion can do a lot more for a group like POW-
ER. 

As female voices in our community and 
beyond gain more volume, pragmatic steps 
can be taken toward an egalitarian world.

Disney’s live action movie, The Little 
Mermaid has marked an effort by the compa-
ny to combat the underrepresentation of mi-
norities in media. Starring African American 
actress Halle Bailey, the movie’s debut has 
touched people all around the world, particu-
larly young Black girls, yet not everyone un-
derstands its importance. I’ve seen videos of 
people talking about how “no one cares” and 
“it’s not that deep,” but there is an extremely 
important emotional and physiological reac-
tion to seeing yourself in the media. 

There is no denying that there have been 
excessive biases in the media for years re-
garding models, celebrities, and actors; from 
body image, to racial prejudice, and harmful 
messaging. In the 2000s, there were many 
publications in magazines listing “hottest 
beach bodies.” Social media is constantly 
criticizing celebrities for what they wear, 
how their hair looks, how their skin looks, 
what their body shape is, etc. 

The film and modeling industry has for 
years destroyed and disrespected Black hair 
as a result of not knowing how to correctly 
take care of and style it. Corporate clothing 
companies have a history of hiring and pub-
lishing images of thin models as well as pre-
ferring white models. It is often found that 
companies who hire Black models will do 
it for “the token Black person”, so as to not 
seem racist. 

However, this act in and of itself is an ex-
treme form of racism. These kinds of deroga-
tory behaviors towards people of different 
sizes, skin colors, and gender expressions, 
have both a conscious and subconscious ef-
fect on everyone who views these images and 
messaging. It also gives power to people who 
are sizeist, racist, or misogynistic. 

The most common argument that racist 

people made when Disney announced Bai-
ley as the star of the live action movie is as 
follows: Disney shouldn’t have cast a Black 
woman since Ariel is white, and melanin can-
not be produced in the deep ocean. 

This argument is senseless. Ariel is a fic-
tional character. Fake. A fictional character 
who has previously been portrayed as white 
because she was created at a time when the 
media was at a peak of discrimination against 
Black people. It would be different if mer-
maids existed in real life. 

Casting a Black person as a real white per-
son would be a form of whitefishing, just as 
casting a white person as a real Black person 
would be a form of Blackfishing. Or even 
blackface if they went so far as to change the 
color of their skin to look darker. But, as it 

stands, Ariel is fictional. 
Halle Bailey’s role has 

contributed immensely to the 
many forms of much-needed 
progression in the media. In 
an interview, she said that see-
ing a Black version of Ariel 
as a young girl “would have 
changed my whole outlook on 
life.” It has been proven over 
and over again that a lack of 
representation in the media 
for people of color, people of 
different sizes, and people of 
different ethnicities has re-
sulted in feelings of imposter 
syndrome, body dysmorphia, 
and a general sense of not be-
longing. 

Recently, there has been 
an uptick in representation 
through other films such as 
Moana, Hidden Figures, 
Black Panther, Love, Simon, 

The Woman King, and others. This is a huge 
step up from the historically discriminatory 
behaviors that numerous companies have dis-
played. 

This representation boosts confidence in 
people of all ages, a key to building a strong 
and progressive generation. Deborah Cox, 
a Canadian singer-songwriter tweets that 
by taking on this role, Bailey is proving to 
young girls that Black girl magic is real. 

So many people in our generation have 
been hurt because of types of discrimination 
in the media. With these recent strides of di-
versity in representation, children in the gen-
erations to come may not have to go through 
the same kind of oppression we have. Rep-
resentation encourages strength and indepen-
dence. Representation matters. 

New Little Mermaid film makes waves

by EMERSON LENET ’26

by ZARA CHEEK ’24
After the first four weeks of the season, 

it is no secret that the Ravens defense is not 
as good as we know it should be. While the 
defense was tied for first in turnovers in the 
NFL, it was only a cover up for league lows 
on the defensive side of the ball. The Balti-
more secondary, once ranked first in the NFL 
by Pro Football Focus, has let up a league 
high of 1,261 passing yards. The root of this 
problem can be found in the pass rush.

The Ravens, whose pass rush is still de-
pleted from the loss of Tyus Bowser in week 
18 last season, opted to stick with current 
and re-signing defensive end Justin Houston. 
While the Ravens did use their second round 
draft pick on former Michigan defensive end 
David Ojabo, he suffered a torn achilles be-
fore the draft and is unlikely to play for at 
least the first half of this season. 

The team’s pass rush ability should be 
talked about more as cornerbacks Marlon 
Humphrey and Marcus Peters are both re-
turning from season ending injury. According 
to CBS Sports, the Ravens’ pass rush ranked 
17th amongst the NFL with a 42% pass rush 
win rate, as well as only recording four sacks. 
This essentially gives opposing quarterbacks 
more time to throw the ball, and more time 
for receivers to get open. Despite the con-
stant defensive struggles, Lamar Jackson has 
shined.

Jackson, the 2019 NFL MVP, was top 10 
in rush yards and was tied for first in passing 
touchdowns. Jackson has also led the offense 
to an average of 29.8 points per game, which 
ranked third in the NFL. This is a good thing 
as it truly shows that the offense can domi-
nate and put points on the board. 

In the Ravens’ two losing efforts in the 
first four weeks, the team lost by three and 
four points, only trailing for a combined 14 
seconds. This should be proof enough that 
Jackson is able to win any game, as long as 
his defense can make a few stops. Therefore, 
the Ravens should be prepared to give Jack-
son as much money as he asks for during this 
offseason. 

Jackson has shown over his whole tenure 
in Baltimore, that he is able to win. Ravens 
fans have seen Jackson go 6-1 in his 2018 
rookie season, win twelve straight games in 
2019 to clinch the number one seed, and win 
the final five games of 2020 to claim a wild-
card spot in the playoffs. The Ravens were 
also 8-4 atop the AFC North before Jackson 
went down with an injury last year. 

Before this season, Jackson turned down 
an estimated 250 million dollar deal with 133 
million guaranteed. Even though I wish this 
would’ve gone through, Jackson had every 
right to deny the deal, as all he does is win. 
Once again, there should be no hesitation 
from the Ravens’ front office to give the 2019 
unanimous NFL MVP the largest contract of 
all quarterbacks in the league.

Pay Lamar...

cartoon by  I. Powell ’23

by JAKE FRUMAN ’25

cartoon by I. Powell ’23
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Is Andrew Tate a positive or negative influence on men?

Success is relative and not easily defined. 
Setting out to accomplish a goal is one thing, 
but how quickly or efficiently you accom-
plish it is another. As influencer Andrew Tate 
became successful, he went from kickboxing 
to building a business teaching the next gen-
eration how to succeed. 

His podcast with his brother Tristian Tate, 
TATE speech, took off as the two siblings 
shared their views on life. While many peo-
ple despise his arrogance, Andrew Tate is 
proud of what he has created and shares his 
lessons on how to reach your goals to others. 

Once his podcast gained traction, Tate 
started Hustlers University, an online service 
teaching the next generation of men how 
to become as successful as him–a 35 year 
old with an approximate net worth of over 
$350,000,000. His goals are to inspire the 
next generation, a big step in the right direc-

tion to help men across the world.
Tate’s inspiring ways hit big across TikTok 

in August of this year. One thing millions of 
people saw in these videos was him talking 
about spreading positivity throughout his tar-
geted audience: struggling males wanting to 
become successful. 

Tate used his platform to motivate people to 
get to his level of self-defined success, stating 
in a podcast earlier this year, “Every f***ing 
day I don’t feel like doing things that I still do. 
It’s called discipline.”

Logan Fried ’25 agreed with Tate’s ideas 

of how to be a positive influence for his fol-
lowers. “It’s easier to help people when [you] 
have more in common with them. They listen 
to you more,” Fried said. Tate may not look 
like this inspirational person to everyone, but 
to the people who are watching his podcast 
and taking his business courses, Tate does a 
great job of helping his supporters feel confi-
dent in what they do and motivating them to 
become the best they can be.

Tate not only encourages his followers to 
put in the effort to get rewarded with success, 
but also talks about mens’ mental health stat-

ing, “You are handing your power away [giv-
ing into your thoughts]...you are reaffirming 
it in your mind.” While mental health issues 
can be serious, Tate stays positive and tries to 
help people fight to their fullest extent. 

Tate argues that men need to be valued 
and appreciated for the work they accom-
plish, otherwise there is no reason for them 
to be doing the task in the first place. 

“There is a lack of respect in the world 
right now so it makes sense for this need in 
these groups. People need to be respected 
to feel wanted and to feel the need of doing 
something,” Gilad Gamliel ’25 said. 

Tate makes something positive out of the 
platform he has gained from the primari-
ly male audience. In agreement with Tate’s 
perspective, we need to help those who are 
struggling one way or another. 

While some people don’t like Tate, his 
beliefs and arguments are very important and 
give his followers the reassurance they need. 
He has been an inspiration for many men try-
ing to have his $350,000,000 success.

In recent months, there has been one name 
that has garnered massive attention in the so-
cial media world: Andrew Tate. For those who 
are lucky enough not to know who Andrew 
Tate is, he is a 35-year-old former profes-
sional kickboxer and social media influencer 
widely known for his violent, misogynistic, 
and hateful rhetoric. Tate’s brand is focused 
on building a generation of “tough-guy, al-
pha male” men. However, Tate believes that 
young men should express their strength and 
vigor by projecting extreme and dangerous 
messages against women and spreads lies 
about mental health and Covid. 

Here are some of the most repulsive things 
Tate has said over his years on his social me-
dia posts and podcasts: 1) He expressed a be-
lief that women should not be able to drive 
because of what he sees as their inferiority 
as a sex. 2) He remarked that he would never 
date a woman who sees herself as his equal in 
the relationship. 3) He once said “you can’t be 
responsible for something that doesn’t listen 
to you. You can’t be responsible for a dog if it 
doesn’t obey you, or a child if it doesn’t obey 
you, or a woman that doesn’t obey you.” 4) 
He has stated that women who are rape vic-
tims are partially to blame for their rape. 5) 
He has said that “depression is not real” and 
said that people suffering from it are just not 

mentally strong enough to be happy. 6) He 
has denied the existence of Covid-19 and has 
called it a “hoax.”

This language is not only vile and repul-
sive, it is also very clearly false. By saying 
these horrible things, he is directly hurting 
people. He is hurting women who have spent 
their lives fighting for equality who now 
have to listen to a man argue against rights 
they fought for fifty years ago. He is hurting 
those who have to carry the daily trauma and 
burden of being a rape victim. He is hurting 

those who have suffered from mental illness-
es or have had a loved one suffer from it. He 
is hurting those who had family members 
die from Covid-19 and those who lost their 
financial stability due to the pandemic. 

Some may defend these words as being 
under the protection of free speech. Even if 
that point is sometimes legally correct, these 
words can and will cause real harm to peo-
ple, and to believe that he is free to cause that 
harm is morally reprehensible.

After interviewing members of the stu-

dent body, it became abundantly clear that 
nearly everyone shares a common sense of 
disgust at Tate. Lindsay Reamer ’23, a leader 
of Park’s Organization for Women’s Empow-
erment and Rights (POWER) club states the 
obvious which is that “his influence on teen-
age and young boys is super dangerous for 
society.” Charlie Henkin ’26, someone who 
fits into Tate’s targeted demographic, says 
that “he’s misogynistic” which math teacher 
Walker Miller-Breetz attributes to what he 
calls “the crisis of masculinity.”

In August of this year, Tate was banned 
from nearly all of his social media accounts 
on which he amasseed tens of millions of fol-
lowers. This was the responsible and accu-
rate action for these social media companies 
to take. While a diversity of opinion is good, 
diversity of hatred is not. The social media 
community cannot lift up and promote the 
voices of people like Tate who are causing 
real harm in the world. 

Tate cannot be allowed to continue 
spreading his disgusting ideas to his millions 
of young followers. His influence on his ex-
tremely impressionable young audience has 
the potential to create a generation of men 
that look down upon women and who see vi-
olent rhetoric as an outlet for their grievances 
against society. The existence of such a gen-
eration would have unimaginably negative 
consequences for all of humanity. Tate’s im-
pact on this world is beyond dangerous and 
must be unequivocally condemned.

Tate encourages success
by JACK COHEN ’25

Misogyny is not a part of 
masculinity
by ZACH MAINE ’25

Biden breaks pattern of neglect and aids Puerto Rico

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel ’23

In the span of two weeks, Puerto Rico was hit with two 
deadly natural disasters, Hurricane Fiona and Hurricane Ian. 
The hurricanes left hundreds of thousands without running 
water or electricity, not to mention the numerous homes that 
were destroyed and the lives that were lost. But this is not the 
first time we have witnessed this. Puerto Rico and its residents 
have been victim to over 50 hurricanes in the past 30 years. 
Puerto Rico has continuously suffered from these storms, and 
time after time the US government has done little to nothing 
to provide adequate aid, turning its back on those in need. 

As a US territory, the Federal Government has an obliga-
tion and responsibility to provide resources and support to 
Puerto Rico in times of crisis, but it never does. As an ex-
ample, despite Congress promising to rebuild Puerto Rico’s 
power grid system after hurricane Maria five years ago, the 
work was not done and little has changed on the island. 

This pattern of behavior from the government is a disgust-

ing display of neglect, selfishness, and hypocrisy to the point 
where Puerto Rico has been left behind after these storms. 
Despite Puerto Rico being a US territory, the US has continu-
ously put more time, money, and attention to issues of lesser 
urgency rather than helping Puerto Rico after their many di-
sastrous storms. 

However, in preparation of Fiona hitting Puerto Rico, 
President Biden issued a series of executive orders regarding 
funding emergency rescue. The resources included millions of 
liters of drinking water, millions of ready-to-eat meals, over 
200 generators, and thousands of other emergency supplies, 
along with $700 to each household. Eight million dollars was 
also immediately reallocated to the Puerto Rican Transpor-
tation and Highway authority for building, electrical, phone 
lines, and road repairs, along with four warehouses worth of 
supplies to be sent to families.

 For the long term climate resilience program in Puerto 
Rico, 184 million dollars has been allocated to infrastructure 

resilience. This progress is essential to the growth of Puerto 
Rico as a political and economic power, as well as the well-
being and rights of the people who live there. Biden’s course 
of action is necessary but long overdue and the Federal Gov-
ernment is in debt to Puerto Rico for this repeated neglect.

There is no doubt that Biden is committed to the safety and 
wellbeing of Puerto Rican citizens, but there is no guarantee 
that Congress and the rest of the Federal Government will act 
accordingly. This uncertainty is abhorrent and unacceptable. 
Congress can have their conversations about whether or not 
to spend money on natural disasters as much as they want, but 
they shouldn’t. 

There should be no question in the act of helping people, 
especially those who are in the federal government’s justic-
stican. Innocent people in Puerto Rico have suffered from the 
blindsightedness of the US government for years and are once 
again suffering and dying as a result of Congress’ previous 
lack of action.

by ZARA CHEEK ’24
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Stories of food, culture, and love create delicious narratives
by MANGO NORENBERG ’24

 A blog writer undergoes an edible journey of self-discov-
ery to win her co-worker’s heart. A boy who can see ghosts 
knows the one confection to quench a spirit’s yearning. At a 
cooking competition, a budding chef discovers the one ingre-
dient to win the prize money to save his mother. A shy teenag-
er strives to resolve others’ dilemmas and expresses her own 
thoughts through the sweets from her parents’ pastelería. 

These narratives are all linked in the novel Hungry 
Hearts. They share similar themes, provoking my thoughts 
and warming my heart while watering my mouth. Each short 
story is written by authors of various backgrounds, and they 
are each unique because of this. Readers learn of the world’s 
cultures by immersing themselves into the food locales of 
Hungry Heart Row.

The first short story, Sandhiya Menon’s “The Grand Ishq 
Adventure,” follows a young girl named Neha. She spends 
her free time volunteering at the local library, and living 
hopelessly in love with Prem, her coworker. Under the pen 
name “Dr. Ishq,” she works as a columnist for the library’s 
teen blog, writing letters to advise readers on romantic rela-
tionships. One day, a longtime fan dubbed “Ansella” writes to 
Neha for help with resolving the awkwardness coming with 
approaching one’s crush for the first time. She recommends 
they choose one new restaurant to try for four straight days. 
While eating, they must do so without the company of others 
or devices— and declares that she will do the same. 

Menon describes Neha’s quest with such vivid, witty lan-
guage, making me turn the pages with anticipation. I could 
taste every morsel of the new dishes she tastes each day, 
which taught me powerful lessons of the effects of eating 
alone. Packed with a quick pace and surprising twists, “The 
Grand Ishq Adventure” is sure to empower readers to face 
their own  objects of affection and embrace the magic of solo 
dining.

Caroline Tung Richmond’s “The Slender One” focuses on 
Charlie Ma, who holds the power to see ghosts. The Hungry 
Ghost Festival is nigh, and Charlie’s family’s convenience 

store, the Happy Horse, is preparing its festivities while the 
raging, wailing ghost known as the Slender One haunts the 
town. 

Before reading the first few pages, I perceived horror sto-
ries as bloody and filled with violence. “The Slender One” 
changed my impression, engrossing me with Chinese culture, 
high stakes, and an action-packed plot. This story stood out 
from the others, with its elements of realistic fiction and mag-
ical realism blended together to depict food’s cultural signif-
icance.

Jay Coles’ “Gimme Some Sugar” follows Leo Watkins, 
an aspiring chef who embraces the art of cooking to tame his 
anxiety. His mother is undergoing treatment for a brain tu-
mor, and Leo is desperate to save her life. Announcements for 
a cooking competition in Hungry Heart Row with a $5,000 
prize caught his eye, but before he enters, he visits his grand-
mother’s soul food restaurant. There, he learns the key ingre-
dients to personalize a dish: butter and soul. 

I read this entire story in one sitting. “Gimme Some Sug-
ar” was a very well-written piece, with high stakes, emotive 
language, and a protagonist I could relate to. I now see soul 
food in a new way, and I understand how a chef mixes in both 
the literal and figurative tablespoons of butter, using emotion 
to liven up one dish. 

After appearing in other stories without us knowing her 
own, Lila Manzano finds her voice through her confections in 
Anna-Marie McLemore’s “Panadería-Pastelería.” She quick-
ly finds love in Gael, and bonds with him over a shared love 
of baking. Her family is hard at work catering for an upcom-
ing event, while Lila strives to find the right pastry to show 
Gael how she really feels. 

“Panadería-Pastelería” was a powerful, poignant conclu-
sion to the anthology. I loved reading more about Lila, be-
sides her roles as the kindred spirit who drove plots forward. 
I could feel for her, remembering myself as a shy person try-
ing to find my voice and place within my communities. With 
soul-stirring narratives and a romance as sweet as Lila’s pan 
dulce, this was an unforgettable piece, finally unfolding the 
story of the novel’s central character and her desires.

Hungry Hearts is a juicy read, with each of its stories car-
rying its own powerful food-related messages. They depict 
food with various symbolisms, including connections with 
oneself and each other. I highly recommend this book to those 
looking to sink their teeth into a delicious collection of tales.

Kid Cudi’s uneven Entergalactic misses more than it hits

by ALEC ABEL ’25

Cleveland-born rapper, singer, and actor Kid Cudi is back 
with his eighth and likely final studio album titled Enterga-
lactic. It was released September 30 alongside an animated 
Netflix special of the same name. 

My expectations for the album were initially low after 
hearing its lead single, “Do What I Want,” back in June. 
While it is well-produced and Cudi flows well throughout the 
verses, the chorus is poorly written due to its unnecessary rep-
etition. In addition, throughout the song, Cudi’s rap vocals are 
delivered awkwardly, causing them to clash with the track’s 
smooth production. 

However, in the second single released prior to the album, 
“Willing To Trust” with Ty Dolla $ign was a major step-up in 

quality. Dolla $ign and Cudi pair nicely, coming through with 
smooth harmonies on the chorus. While the lyrics focus on 
Cudi’s relationship with another person, the songs also high-
light his own self-growth by explaining how Cudi himself is 
at a place mentally where he can give his trust to another per-
son. This gave me hope that, despite a mediocre lead single, 
Cudi could put together something great with this album. So 
did he deliver? Well, not really. 

The album begins with “Entergalactic Theme,” an instru-
mental intro. The synths and vocal samples make for an epic 
and ethereal soundscape fit for a movie trailer. But while it 
sounds good, it doesn’t quite set the tone well, as it has a 
completely different sound to the rest of the album. This is 
emphasized by its abrupt stop and jarring transition into the 
second track, “New Mode.”

“New Mode” has soothing melodies, delivered by both 
Cudi and the song’s instrumental. It was one of my favorites 
on the album from a lyrical standpoint, covering self-accep-
tance and personal growth. However, Cudi’s vocals were de-
livered poorly at times and the song, once again, ends abrupt-
ly.

These sub-par vocals return on many tracks including 
“Angel,” one of the album’s worst songs. It somehow feels 
too long despite a runtime far under the three minute mark. Its 
production consists of a synth melody that loops throughout 
the entire song, and Cudi’s tone is sleep-inducing. 

On “In Love,” Cudi’s vocal struggles continue, as he can 
barely stay in key during the  pre-chorus. I did not enjoy the 
production either, due to its bad pacing and poor sound selec-
tion, specifically for the drums.

“Livin’ My Truth” is one of my least favorites on the re-
cord. Once again, his chorus singing sounds off, especially 
over a playful and carnival-like beat that is extremely out of 
place on an album with a generally moody and space-like at-
mosphere. But despite its flaws sonically, it was one of the 
record’s best written songs.

Thankfully, Cudi follows this lowlight up with “Maybe 
So,” a major highlight on the album. He provides soothing 
vocals over production reminiscent of Saba’s “2012,” one of 

my favorite songs of this year. Soft strings on the chorus and 
reassuring lyrics make for a beautiful song, but the fact that 
it comes after “Livin’ My Truth” emphasizes the album’s in-
consistency. 

 Dolla $ign returns for his second appearance on Enterga-
lactic with “Can’t Shake Her.” Cudi simply, yet effectively, 
details his infatuation with a woman throughout the song’s 
verses. While these verses have some nice moments and 
well-written rhyme schemes, they feel very basic. In addition, 
the chorus is all over the place, with run-on flows and vocal 
melodies, as well as repetitive lyrics that rhyme. Though, I 
did enjoy  Dolla $ign’s harmonization on the chorus and out-
ro, which is something I wish Cudi did more on this project. 

The album closes off with two tracks featuring Hous-
ton rapper Don Toliver. The first, “Somewhere to Fly,” has 
a strong performance from Toliver as he provides his sig-
nature angelic vocals and flows smoothly over the song’s 
head-knocking instrumental. But Cudi, once again, sings 
with strange vocal inflections.

Overall, Entergalactic fails to live up to the expectations 
Cudi has created for himself with previous projects. His 
shortcomings in terms of both singing and rapping are ap-
parent on almost every song. The choruses on this album are 
generally weak, especially in terms of lyrics and delivery. 
Other featured artists or producers deliver many of the high-
lights rather than Cudi himself. The lyrics don’t explore a lot 
of new territory as they touch on Cudi’s usual themes of love 
and relationships. 

In addition, these topics are not explored with very much 
complexity as we see a lack of interesting songwriting across 
the album, highlighted by the many repetitive choruses that 
can be found on the record. However, I did like his writing 
when he covered topics surrounding mental health and self 
acceptance. Lastly, the beats are very hit or miss, with no 
clear sonic direction for the album as a whole. If you’re al-
ready a fan of Kid Cudi, give this a listen for the few high-
lights it has. If you’re new to his music, this is not the place 
to start.

Score: 4.5/10

image courtesy amazon.com

Hungry Hearts is a collection of short stories about 
food and relationships. 

image courtesy spotify.com

Kid Cudi released his eighth studio album, Enterga-
lactic, in tandem with a an animated Netflix show.
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Alternative artist Lucy Dacus shines in music festival
by LUCIA KELEMEN ’24

A few weeks ago, I attended a one-day-long alternative 
music festival called “All Things Go,” and every musician 
who performed that night was absolutely spectacular. 

I got to witness the incomparable Mitski theatrically wave 
her arms around, the fabulous King Princess croon with her 

slightly raspy voice, and of course, the headliner, Lorde, burn 
the house down. 

Every artist was great in their own way, but one musician’s 
name has not left my mind since I saw them live that evening: 
Lucy Dacus. 

Her performance was utterly incredible, and I was com-
pelled to bring this wonderful artist to your attention. I knew 

very little about Dacus going into this festival. 
I was initially unsure if I wanted to see her 

live at all, but upon arriving at the festival, I 
had some time to kill before another act came 
on, so I decided to watch Dacus’ set. 

 As she walked onto the stage, the crowd 
lost their collective mind. We screamed and 
jumped with an energy that I had not seen 
before, and Dacus waved to us in return. She 
held a beautiful guitar in her hand, and readied 
it as she approached the microphone.

 What followed were a handful of fantas-
tic, soft, even elegant indie rock tracks. Dacus 
sang over each one with an angelic tone of 
voice. 
Her lyrics were deeply personal. No song 

was particularly uptempo, but it was clear to 
everyone that Dacus wasn’t the type to make 
fast music. She seemed gentle, kind, and com-

passionate. 
She held herself with an elegant poise, so it was generally 

understood that Dacus was not going to give us a song we 
could party to. We all intuitively knew that all her music was 
the “slow sway” kind. 

The best part about all this was that the music didn’t need 
to be fast. It was perfectly magnificent as it was: Slow, bal-
lad-esque, and lyrically identical to emotional journal en-
tries.  

The overall presentation reflected Dacus’ music. It was 
just her, her band, and a repeating animation on the giant 
screen. It held attention, but didn’t overdo it. It was blissful, 
but not boring. It was just cool, in the way that Dacus is.

My takeaway from Dacus’ set is that her musical style 
achieves something that not all music can achieve: It appeals 
to many different kinds of people. I remember the audience 
included both adults and teens, all of whom knew the lyrics 
to every song. 

My mom was very impressed with the performance, mean-
while, my friend was adding Dacus’ music to her playlist as 
the show progressed. 

I truly believe that everyone can find something positive, 
or at least interesting in her music. 

Her latest album is titled Home Video, so if you are in-
trigued by themes of nostalgia and memory, while also curi-
ous about Dacus, please give it a listen.

Dacus’ new music videos, released alonside her album Home Vid-
eo, visually represent her harmonious and smooth tones.

New Survivor season brings in old tricks and new challenges
by JOSH SOLOMON ’24

“Who will have what it takes to outwit, outplay, and out-
last all the rest? This is Survivor 43!” 

As I watched a now wrinkly Jeff Probst scream the iconic 
opening line of the show, I could not help but feel giddy. I 
had waited nearly four months for this moment, and I really 
hoped that it was worth it. The premiere was two hours long, 
so I kept hoping the episode would rise to my expectations. 
This turned out to work against me in the end. 

For those unfamiliar with Survivor, it is a reality TV show 
wherein 18 castaways, split into three tribes of six, compete 
against each other on an island in Fiji. They compete 
in physical and mental challenges, but also 
battle the emotions of living in the wil-
derness away from their families with 
complete strangers. 

At the end of each episode, 
the tribe that loses the im-
munity challenge votes 
one of their fellow cast-
aways off the island. 

The show also 
highlights interper-
sonal drama among 
contestants. This in-
cludes alliances, se-
cret advantages, tribe 
swaps, romances, 
bromances, and best 
of all, betrayal. 

After twenty-two 
years and forty-three sea-
sons, Survivor has evolved 
considerably. Usually, contes-
tants are unable to watch the pre-
vious season because it conflicts with 
the filming schedule, but this season’s 
contestants were lucky enough to watch the 
entirety of season 42. They studied secret advantag-
es, challenges, and strategies of successful players, knowing 
that similar aspects would show up when they played. 

The biggest challenge of the game is the final Tribal Coun-
cil, where the final three contestants vie to win. They have to 
convince those voted out that they are worthy of winning, 
so you can imagine how dramatic the final episode is. The 
jury votes individually for the survivor they deem the most 
worthy, and the winner earns the title of sole survivor and the 
million dollar prize that comes with it. 

The first episode of Survivor 43 was much more enter-
taining than I expected, even though it was not filled with 
the usual drama and paranoia. Rather, the entertainment came 
from the minds of the contestants and their stories. 

Since the contestants had been able to see season 42, 
I knew there wasn’t going to be much surprise when they 
opened beware advantages, a novel part of the game that 
gives contestants the choice to receive an advantage. If the 
player chooses to read the beware advantage, they must com-
plete a certain challenge in the given time. 

But if the challenge goes uncompleted, brutal conse-
quences await, such as losing their vote in the following Trib-
al Council, or temporarily losing their flint: a recent twist that 
results in harsh cold nights for

However, with the loss of surprise among the contestants 
came a more intricate and complex game. They had known 
they needed to play faster since the duration of the game was 
shortened from 39 to 26 days. However, as evident from the 
first episode, this shortened time really did not have an effect 
on the gameplay style.

The Baka tribe, full of type-A personalities that seemed 
bound to fight with each other from the start, did not seem 
to want to rush into the strategic part of the game. However, 
while everyone relaxed and enjoyed the beaches, Baka tribe 

member Owen Knight had other plans and wanted to get his 
game in order. 

He checked in with each castaway on Baka, letting them 
know that he would stick his neck out for them. 

This strategy has not seemed to fail him yet, as he still 
retains the trust of every member of his tribe. However, other 
than Knight’s attempt to initiate strategic gameplay, the Baka 
tribe didn’t play the game much, until they were forced to. 
Fun fact: Knight visited Park a few weeks ago, representing 
Tulane as the admissions counselor!

After losing the first immunity challenge, there was pretty 
much a consensus to vote out the weakest link of the 

Baka tribe, whom they deemed Morriah Young, 
a charismatic and optimistic teacher that 

lacked in the area of physical strength. 
This was not surprising since 
the first few players to be vot-

ed out tend to be based off 
of their absence of physi-

cal strength, unless they 
have an incredible 

social game, which 
Young also lacked. 

 Throughout 
the special two-hour 
premiere, the other 
two tribes, Vesi and 
Coco, were shown 
forming shaky alli-

ances. But the one per-
son that caught my eye 

was Jesse Lopez from the 
Vesi tribe. 
One of the best things that 

the casting crew does is find 
people with amazing stories that 

just so happen to be Survivor super-
fans. Lopez shared his struggles from his 

involvement with gangs from an early age, and 
how he rebounded and earned his Ph.D. just ten years 

later. 
He was kind to everyone on his tribe, humble, and most 

importantly, smart enough not to reveal how much of a ge-
nius he was. I would say Lopez is the most promising contes-
tant of this season from day one, though anything can change 
in just a moment on Survivor. 

While there wasn’t much drama in the first episode, the 
producers did a great job of building suspense and anticipa-
tion, leaving the audience to guess for themselves what will 
happen next week. That is always the best tell of a great first 
episode, and I think this season will not be one to forget. 
Score: 4/5

image courtesy youtube.com

image courtesy cbsstore.com
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Low-budget She-Hulk works well enough as fun sit-com
by DAISY RANSOM-LELAND ’25

The latest addition to the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
(MCU) on Disney+ comes in the form of the nine-episode 
sitcom, She-Hulk: Attorney at Law, centering on Jennifer 
“Jen” Walters, the lawyer-cousin of Bruce Banner (the Hulk). 
During a car crash, Jen accidentally comes in contact with 
Banner’s blood and becomes her very own version of the 
Hulk–but with one difference: there is no Hulk. Unlike Ban-
ner, Jen is the only person living in her body, and can control 
when she changes into her “Hulk” form. But despite her situ-
ation, she doesn’t want to be a superhero. 

The emotional conflict of the show sees Jen trying to live 
her life without acknowledging her “She-Hulk” side while 
the world around her, which has become accustomed to en-
hanced individuals embracing their powers, sees her only as 
“She-Hulk.” Jen poses the questions: “What is the responsi-
bility of those with power? Do they merely have an obligation 
to refrain from the misuse of that power? Or do they have a 
duty to protect those without it?” 

Tatiana Maslany gives a favorable performance as Jen, 
and seems comfortable in the comedy genre. Charlie Cox, per 
usual, is incapable of giving a bad performance as Daredevil. 
Also as per usual, Mark Ruffalo gives an okay performance 
as Banner/Hulk, undermined by the fact that voice acting isn’t 
his forte. Jameela Jamil was a great casting choice for Titania 
considering her experience and characterization on The Good 
Place. She gives an acceptable performance with what she 
has to work with because in her defense, her character is less 
of a character, more of a caricature, and we know essentially 
nothing about her. The rest of the cast is either mediocre or 
not given enough screen time to stand out. 

This show gives a fresh perspective in contrast with pre-
vious MCU outings. Instead of following a hero on a big ad-
venture, or watching them earn their identity as one, we are 
watching one live their day-to-day life. For the first time in 
the MCU, She-Hulk is an actual show as opposed to a six-hour 
movie cut up to be a mini-series. The episodes are self-con-
tained with their own plots, which are usually resolved by the 
end of the episode, while Jen’s emotional conflict is played 
out across the entire show. Even more in contrast, the finale 
(albeit using… ironic methods) directly criticizes the formu-
laic CGI third act which has plagued the MCU as of recent. 

“She-Hulk” in the comics is known to break the fourth 
wall, and does so as well in the show. However, most of the 
show’s fourth wall breaking is written to make jabs at cer-
tain male Marvel fans. Jen is aware of their criticism of the 

show, and scolds those watching only to see cameos, saying, 
“Just remember whose show this actually is.” Sadly, I’d say 
the fourth wall is underutilized for the first eight episodes. It 
would haven been enjoyable if used commonly throughout 
each episode as opposed to two or three times. It would have 
been especially helpful to the final product to see some of the 
more creative fourth wall breaks earlier in the season, slowly 
escalating to what we’d eventually get. That said, what we 
get in the finale is creative and very She-Hulk-esque, and that 
can be appreciated. 

As a major plot point in the show, it wouldn’t be right not 
to mention the social and political side of the show. I’ll be 
honest: the writers subverted my expectations. In early epi-
sodes, a lot of related dialogue is very weak and surface level. 
Surprisingly though, the show’s take on misogyny ended up 
not so terrible. 

In fact, to see media consider 
things such as catcalling, coercion, 
non-consentual filming of sex, and 
revenge porn, rather than take shots 
at more obvious kinds of misogyny is 
refreshing. The payoff of these inclu-
sions, which depict how women are 
easily villainized just for defending 
themselves, is especially 
relevant in our current cli-
mate.   

For a project whose 
main character relies on 
full CGI to exist, the CGI 
is pretty bad. She-Hulk 
looks multiple stages un-
derdeveloped, as her hair 
and body are distracting-
ly smooth and lifeless at 
times. Maybe if the MCU 
were not releasing proj-
ects so quickly, and didn’t 
use their budget on totally 
unnecessary effects, artists could have 
been more attentive to her design. In all 
fairness, it’s not the artists’ fault – the 
ability to do a good job while Marvel 
constantly changes release dates, scene order and character 
placement is utterly insane. VFX artists have been complain-
ing about Marvel’s working conditions for years now, and 
She-Hulk is the prime example.  

On a brighter note, the Daredevil episode was done shock-
ingly well. He was fairly well kept in character, with accurate 
dialogue and fight choreography that fit in with his original 
show, while serving to change Jen’s mind on becoming a part 
time superhero. His cameo makes perfect sense, since he is a 
part-time lawyer with abnormal abilities like Jen, but comes 
from a totally different background, and is an effective chal-
lenge to Jen’s viewpoint. Their courtroom argument scene is 
the best one by far, although I wish some of the ideas men-
tioned were taken a bit further.

Overall, She-Hulk is a fun sitcom with mixed quality in 
humor and character work, 
hit or miss political dis-
course, and a completely 
different format to any oth-
er MCU project. Due to a 

misleading title 
(in no world does 
this constitute as 

a law show) plus the style of humor and cameos, I cannot 
imagine someone who doesn’t already like Marvel enjoying 
this, which keeps it from standing on its own, and for that I’ll 
rate it a 6/10.

Inhabit exhibition highlights Resident Artist and student work
by OLIVER MACK ’24

The Richman Gallery is alive and thriving 
with work from professionals and students 
alike. The new fall exhibition, entitled Inhab-
it, arrived in the gallery on September 27. 

The exhibition features four artists: Rosa 
Leff (this year’s Diana Lee Fox ’75 Resident 
Artist), Scott Ponemone, Jordan Tierney, 
and Saskia Kahn. Janna Rice, Upper School 
Photography and Exhibitions Educator, de-
scribed the exhibition’s theme as focusing on 
personal identity and how our environment 
shapes us.

Leff’s work is featured in this years gal-
lery show, titled Inhabit. Leff completed her 
residency from October 25-26, and hosted 
workshops with Middle and Upper School 
students.

 Leff is known for making impressive pa-
per cuts. Her work usually incorporates the 
details found within cities. “The theme of 
Inhabit and ‘finding our place in the world’ 
is such a natural fit for my work… I grew 
up in Philadelphia and have always loved 
citylife… That’s how I started zeroing in on 
bricks, barbed wire, dated storefronts, and all 
the other things I keep coming back to in my 
work,” Leff said. 

“I’m much more interested in a tangle 
of power lines or the lighting in a subway 

station than some famous monument,” Leff 
said. “There’s so much more of that stuff 
than there are landmarks. That’s the stuff that 
makes a city a city.” 

Along with the exhibition, student work 
now covers the walls in the Arts Center, lob-

by, and library hallway. Middle School Art 
teacher Sam Oshinsky ’08 invited Saskia 
Kahn to complete a workshop with seventh 
grade students to create a series of self-por-
traits.

 Khan serves as the photographer for the 

Inhabit exhibition. Her photography has 
been featured in esteemed publications such 
as The New York Times and Entertainment 
Weekly, among others. 

“Kindergarten is creating a series of torn 
paper compositions. Fourth grade is making 
‘self-portrait boxes,’ and Graphic Design 
made self-portrait illustrations,” Rice said. 
The work was put in place towards the end 
of October.

The Inhabit exhibit has been carefully put 
together by Rice, Visual Arts Chair Christine 
Tillman, and the Gallery committee (an Up-
per School Club). 

“As the Exhibitions Educator it is my job 
to curate the exhibitions, and Christine Till-
man is the adviser for the Gallery Commit-
tee),” Rice said. 

“Typically I research and identify artists 
of interest, and then I share artists and their 
work with the Gallery Committee. They pro-
vide feedback about what artists they think 
would be a good fit, and what work they think 
might be most meaningful to our students.” 

An artist reception will be taking place 
on Thursday, November 17 from 4:30–6:30 
p.m., the night of the opening for the fall mu-
sical. 

All four artists are expected to attend. The 
reception is open to the public. 

image courtesy imdb.com
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C. Inglesby ’24 and K. Lauring ’24 gaze at Resident Artist Saskia Kahn’s photog-
raphy on the wall outside of the Meyerhoff Theater.
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After coming just short of a championship 
win last winter, the Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
team is ready for a comeback season and 
hopes to bring home the gold.

Already prepping for the season, the team 
is putting in the effort this fall with official 
practices two times a week and additional 
captains’ practices. 

“It’s an open time for people to work on 
their skills and get better,”  Mikael Seifu ’23 
said. “We all know we can be better than we 
already are.” 

The team is also planning a trip to East 
Orange, New Jersey to get some extra reps in 
before playoffs. On their trip, they will play 
in a tournament that includes teams with a 
range of skill levels. 

“We want to play the highest competi-
tion we can to make us the most prepared for 
our season. The trip will happen over winter 
break, hopefully,”  Captain Paul Rogers ’23 
said. Playing outside of conference schools, 
even more so out of state, only builds addi-

Boys’ Varsity Basketball already at work to secure return to playoffs
by ELIZABETH ROSENBAUM ’24

Stand-out junior Kitchen commits to Princeton University
by ELIZABETH ROSENBAUM ’24

After years of playing club lacrosse, ju-
nior Cassandra Kitchen ’24 recently commit-
ted to Princeton University in October. As 
an established athlete, she is one of the top 
lacrosse players in the nation, meaning she 
was highly regarded by many schools during 
her recruiting process. 

“It started the summer from ninth to 
10th grade. I started going to showcases and 
emailed a few schools,” she said. Howev-
er, in order to even be considered by some 
schools, she had to be a good student in ad-
dition to being a talented athlete. “I had to 
maintain my grades and start SAT work, and 
at the same time, keep up my lacrosse skills, 
so I could be noticed,” Kitchen said.

As her recruiting process continued into 
the following year, the pressure began to in-
crease as well. 

“You had to email schools every week be-
fore games and attend showcases at different 
schools,” Kitchen said. “It was all really a 
gamble on how well you did in school and 
how well you performed in front of coaches,” 
she continued. In order to be contacted by the 
best schools, Kitchen had to play at her best. 
After a stressful summer, her hard work was 
rewarded.

Back at home, Park had no doubt that 
Kitchen was going to make an impact on 
whichever team she decided to play for. Di-
rector of Girls’ Athletic Program and Coach 
of the Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse team, Robin 
Lowe ’84 described coaching Kitchen as “a 
dream.” 

“Her athleticism is spectacular, she glides 
on the field and moves with ease and fluid-
ity. Her first step is quick and her ability to 

change directions on a dime make her a diffi-
cult player to defend,” Lowe said. “She sees 
the field like a veteran of the game and makes 

those around her better.” 
Additionally, teammate and Captain Rid-

gely Smith ’23 explained just how impressive 
Kitchen’s skillset is on the field. “Cassandra 
sets the tone and pace for our team,” Smith 
said. “Her ability to be both a playmaker for 
others, and step up and make an impact is un-
matched.”

Despite the intense process, the outcome 
was extremely fulfilling and Kitchen has 
many things to look forward to as a Prince-
ton commit. 

“I’m excited about having a new family 
at a new school in a different state, challeng-
ing myself academically and on the lacrosse 
field, as it is a top fifteen school for lacrosse,” 
Kitchen said. 

Still, the process and change can be dif-
ficult after playing for the same team for so 
many years, but Lowe knows she’s going to 
be a perfect fit. “Keep enjoying the game, 
continue to play with passion and respect and 
lean on and trust your teammates,” she said. 
“Remember, you can’t do it alone  – you need 
them and they need you.”

The community, especially the lacrosse 
team, will miss Kitchen as she begins her 
next chapter as a Tiger. Playing lacrosse at 
such a prestigious university will open many 
opportunities for Kitchen as an athlete and 
student. She is looking forward to the next 
part of her academic and athletic career. 

However, as Lowe explained, “We still 
have two years  – let’s continue to show the 
world what’s cooking in the Kitchen with 
Park School lacrosse.”

Girls’ Varsity Tennis triumphs in B Conference championship
by WILL PERES ’23

After a long and hard week of constant 
matches and games, Girls’ Varsity Tennis 
pulled out on top and secured the Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association of Maryland 
(IAAM) B Conference Championship.

Since the team’s brief stay in the A Con-
ference last season, Girls’ Varsity traveled 
back down to the B Conference where they 
hoped competition would be more suitable. 
To the team’s delight, they ended with a re-
cord of 7-1. 

Entering as the #2 seed, the team began 

C. Kitchen ’24 sprints down the field as part of the 2022 USA Select U16, a na-
tional team chosen by USA Lacrosse.

photo courtesy C. Kitchen ’24

photo by M. Rogers ’25
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the first game of a four round tournament, 
each win allowing the player or team to move 
up to the next stage. Winning a match would 
also accumulate more points for the team’s 
total score. The team with the highest score 
at the end of all five brackets claims the title 
as IAAM champion. 

The tournaments consisted of five sub 
brackets: a singles’ one played by Sydney 
Kunar ’26, a singles’ two played by Captain 
Yana Vaiman ’23, a doubles’ one played by 
Sami Zooker ’24 and Amelia Leone ’24, a 
doubles’ two played by Captains Joy Uhl ’23 

and Naomi Hicks ’23, and a doubles’ three 
played by Emma West ’25 and Sarah Rudo 
’25. 

Due to the number of wins  the team 
racked up during the season, every player 
and squad received a bye in the first round 
of the tournament, allowing them to move on 
directly to the quarterfinals. 

For singles’ one, Kunar prevailed in her 
first two matches, advancing to the finals 
where she lost to Glenelg Country. For sin-
gles’ two, Vaiman made it all the way to 
the finals and secured the win against John 

Carroll. For doubles’ one, Zooker and Leone 
lost to Severn in the quartefinals in a com-
petitve game. For doubles’ two, Uhl and 
Hicks played in the quarterfinals, semi-fnals, 
and finals, winning the bracket and beating 
out Severn. And for doubles’ three, West and 
Rudo made it to the end of the bracket but 
sadly lost in the finals against Severn.

Through these closely fought games 
across the courts, the team earned a total of 
15 points, just beating out the undefeated #1 
seed John Carrol. As Zooker described it, “It 
was the best feeling in the whole world.”

tional character for the team in preparation 
for the regular season to begin during Janu-
ary. 

“We are looking to play good teams, 
which would only make us better and boost 
team spirit and morale. More games, more 
reps, it’ll make us better players individual-
ly,” Rogers said. 

This trip will be helpful for the boys to 
continue to improve their skills and create 
a stronger sense of community among the 
team.

However, the boys do not want to get 
ahead of themselves. “A challenge for this 
season will be staying focused at the task at 
hand, focusing on one game at a time, and 
not jumping straight to the championships,” 
Rogers said. 

The team needs to be able to succeed 
throughout the season in order to make it 
back to the playoffs. Having a “one game at 
a time” mentality will be crucial to their tri-
umph. 

Coach Kevin Connelly is a critical part of 
their journey to a championship. 

As a coach of the basketball team for four 
years, he has been an asset to the program. 
He pushes his athletes to be the best that they 
can be. 

“Everyone respects him and knows he’s 
a good coach,” Ryan Blum ’23 said. “He 
has so much experience around professional 

basketball and has so much knowledge about 
basketball.” Coach Connelly brings many 
resources to the team, which has helped the 
program immensely. 

Overall, the team is hoping that starting 
early will give them a leg up in the competi-
tion for the championship.

Team members 
Captain P. Rog-
ers ’23 and M. 
Seifu ’23 get 
ready for the up-
coming season 
during additional 
practices. A trip 
to East Orange, 
New Jersey will 
give them ex-
tra opportunities 
to play, as they 
reach for the 
champ ionsh ip 
this year.
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By 12:30 p.m. on October 1, in spite of 
the rain, fog and cold, Park had won enough 
games to claim the Rivalry Day Cup. 

Rivalry day started early this year with the 
Boys’ Cross Country team facing off against 
Friends School on Wednesday, September 
28. The team was hopeful going into the 
meet, but things didn’t exactly go as planned. 

“I thought we were going to dominate, 
hopes were high,” Jack Segal-Landon ’24 
said. “It was a good race, but several of our 
key runners were out, so it didn’t go like we 
thought it would.” 

Boys’ Cross Country lost 24-31, with our 
chances of winning the Cup looking worse 
than before. Yet, this didn’t seem to matter 
to the Girls’ Cross Country team and Girls’ 
Tennis team as they went on to dominate. 

With the first win of Rivalry Day, Girls’ 
Cross Country started off strong. 

“[Our race] was amazing,” Captain Rid-
gely Smith ’23 said. “We went into it with 
low expectations because we had lost to them 
earlier in the season and also because we 
were missing our number three runner.” 

Despite the scarce numbers, the girls were 
still able to come out on top. Additionally, the 
race was significant to the individual runners, 
as well as the community in the mission of 
winning Rivalry Day. “It got to game-time 

Bruins secure win for 6th annual Rivalry Day

by ALEC ABEL ’25, JACK COHEN 
’25, and JAKE FRUMAN ’25

The Orioles opened this season as the 
worst ranked team in baseball according to 
ESPN. Over a period of six months, the team 
proved all the critics wrong. While the Ori-
oles missed the playoffs by three games, no-
body, including the 44,000 fans who attended 
the home opener, would have guessed the 
Orioles could possibly have gotten as far as 
they did. 

Finishing with an 83-79 record, the Ori-
oles missed the playoffs for the 6th straight 
season. Even with the disappointment of 
missing the wild card spot by three games, 
the young squad has given the city of Balti-
more much hope for the future. For the first 
time since 2016, the Orioles had a winning 
record. This was largely due to former first 
overall pick, rookie catcher Adley Rutchman. 
Mid Atlantic Sport Network’s “Oriole of the 
Year,” Rutchman showed great numbers 
from both sides of the plate with a .254 bat-
ting average (BA), a .805 on-base plus slug-
ging percentage (OPS), and 13 home runs.

The Orioles made other roster chang-
es during the season. As of August 2, the 
trade deadline, they dealt first baseman Trey 
Mancini to the Houston Astros, and star clos-
er Jorge Lopez to the Minnesota Twins. This 
left rookie closer Felix Bautista to cover the 
closing duties for the rest of the season. Bau-
tista had a 2.19 earned run average (ERA), 15 
saves, and struck out an average of 12.1 bat-
ters per nine innings despite only being in the 
closer role for less than half the season. Com-
bined with a 6’5” frame and one of the most 
electric closer entrances in baseball, Bautista 
will be a force to be reckoned with in the O’s 
bullpen for years to come.

The Orioles also called up rookie outfield-
er Kyle Stowers and rookie infielder Gunnar 
Henderson. While Stowers did not make an 
immediate impact and struggled to get com-
fortable in the majors, he was able to come up 
in the clutch multiple times. However, Hen-
derson burst onto the scene with a home run 
in his debut game on August 31 in Cleveland. 
Henderson was a bright spot during the end 
of the season, with phenomenal defensive ef-
forts, a .259 batting average, 18 runs batted 
in (RBI), and 4 home runs in only 34 outings. 

These exciting young players gave fans 
a reason to flock back to the yard as atten-
dance rose 73% from last season according 
to ESPN. The Orioles brought out the hot 
bats this season too. Right fielder Anthony 
Santander hit 33 home runs this season as a 
switch hitter and had a .295 BA from the right 
side. Rougned Odor had a powerful clutch 
bat too, hitting 13 home runs, six of which 
came in the 7th inning or later. And while he 
only had a BA of .221, speedster Jorge Mateo 
led the American League in stolen bases with 
35, and was tied for the second most triples in 
the league with seven on the season. 

There is certainly a lot to be excited about 
for this team’s future. With players like 
Rutschman and Henderson making outstand-
ing impacts on the team, one can only imag-
ine what they will be able to do in each of 
their first full seasons. 

The Orioles will only get better and better 
as their stellar cast of young players continue 
to develop.

Hat trick
by MARGOT KOHN ’24, 
ELIZABETH ROSENBAUM ’24, 
and SAM ST. JOHN ’23

and everybody stepped up. I think we had at 
least three people who PRed [got a personal 
record],” Smith continued. Overall, the girls 
had an extremely successful race and initiat-
ed the domino effect that led to Park’s win!

As Girls’ Cross Country won, another 
victory was happening across from Sugar 
Campus. Girls’ Tennis won three of their five 
matches against Friends, making it the sec-
ond time they’ve beaten Friends this year. 

“I was very confident we were going to 
win. We’d played Friends before and come 
out on top,” Sami Zooker ’24 said.  “Once we 
got into the rhythm of play, we knew we had 
it in the bag.” 

Girls’ Tennis fought off wind, rain, and 
Quakers to take the second win of Rivalry 
Day, putting Park in a great position for Sat-
urday’s games. 

To start off the competitions, Boys Junior 
Varsity Soccer was eager to face off against 
Friends, and their excitement paid off. 

“We were hyped to get another shot at 
Friends,” Asher Uddeme ’25 said. “When we 
beat them, it proved that we were the better 
team and the win felt great.” 

After questionable moments in their pri-
or game against our rivals, Boys JV Soccer 
commanded this one 3-0. It was an exciting 
game, and just as importantly, they brought 
home Park’s third win. 

The Girls’ Varsity Soccer match was high-
ly anticipated, and in a thrilling game, we did 
not come away with the win. 

“We prepared for the game the same way 
we prepare for every game. However, the 
intensity of Rivalry Day definitely impacted 
our excitement,” Captain Abby Kaplan ’23 
said. “We loved having the support of the 
school and it made the game so much fun to 
play in.” 

Even in a loss, this team provided an elec-
tric atmosphere that helped fuel the rest of the 
day.

Girls’ Field Hockey secured the win on Ri-
valry Day as the fourth team to beat Friends. 

“We all definitely went into it with a 
very positive mindset and the notion that we 
would win mainly because we have been go-
ing up against some really tough competition 
and knew Friends was more our speed,” Cap-
tain Isabel Angel ’23 said. 

Even though Friends was a good match for 
the team, the girls began to put num-
bers on the board within the first 
quarter. They ended the game 
with three goals over Friends. 

“The energy before and af-
ter was definitely high,” Angel 
said. The team’s spirit definite-
ly contributed to this crucial 
win. 

Boys Varsity Soccer was the 
last game of the day. Rivalry day had 
already been won, but that didn't mean that 
they were going to play easy. 

“The whole team was fired up just to 

play. I think the game was more special for 
the team than simply winning Rivalry Day,” 
Captain Max Baran ’24 said.

 By the time the game started, many peo-
ple had been there for more than six hours. It 
had been raining and there was a slight fog, 
but this didn’t stop parents and students from 
cheering on the sidelines. 

“The crowd helped. When you made 
a good play, the crowd would go 

crazy and that would lift up ev-
eryone and really it boosted 
the serotonin of the team,” 
Baran said. Park won 3-0, 
with all goals scored in the 
second half.

At the end of the week, 
Park prevailed and won five out 

of seven of the games. 
Congratulations to all the Park ath-

letes who participated in Rivalry Day this 
year! We can’t wait to take it to their fields 
next year! 

 
Having the 

cup at Park has 
put a smile on my 

face that just doesn’t 
go away.

- Robin Lowe ’84
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Midfielder A. Adler ’24 fights to keep 
possesion of the ball.

photo by M. Rodgers ’25

Junior Varsity goalie J. Mogul ’25 makes 
a diving effort to save a shot.

photo by M. Rodgers ’25

Boys’ Varsity Soccer led by Captians M. Tregobov ’23 and M. Baran ’24 get hype 
as they prepare to play Friends for the first time of the season.
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V a r s i -
ty Field 
H o c k -
ey takes 
a lead as 
Junior S. 
Richmond 
’24 pre-
pares to 
strike the 
ball, giv-
ing  Park 
a boost of 
energy to 
secure the 
win.

““

Three games away




