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Student raises $13,000 for brain injury research
by KELBY JAMES ’23 and 
ZOË PICKARD ’23

Riley Granek ’22 received 
the 2022 Frances Bateson Dexter 
Award for her project Bands for 
Brains.  The Brain Injury Associa-
tion of Maryland (BIAMD) gives 
the award to an individual who has 
made a significant impact in the 
brain injury community.   

After watching her mom suf-
fer from a traumatic brain injury, 
Granek began work on Bands for 
Brains to raise money and aware-
ness for brain injury research 
during an independent study her 
Junior year. 

After pulling off a successful 
virtual concert as the final product 
of her independent study, Granek 
returned to work on Bands for 
Brains the fall of this year. “Hav-
ing done a virtual version of this 
last year, I had a pretty good idea of 
what needed to get done,” Granek 
said, “but it’s really something that 
you need five or six months for. 
So as soon as I was done with the 
college process, I worked on the 
Senior Project Extended form,” she 
said.

Park’s Associate Director of De-
velopment Adrienne Peres acted as 
Granek’s Senior Project manager, 
and helped to make this year’s in 

person fundraiser come to life. An 
event that took place Sunday, May 
22, 2022, Bands for Brains had a 
large turnout, with performances 
by artists from all over Maryland: 
The Creachies, The Dead Ringers, 
Pocket Bells, Tionesta, Dana and 
Kyle from Leisure Sport, and Old 
Eastern.

Old Eastern drummer Mike 
Smith described the experience as 
similar to a family reunion. Hav-
ing known the Graneks for years 

and performing in the virtual con-
cert last year, Smith was thrilled to 
participate again. “It was like one 
huge party all about raising mon-
ey and awareness for a cause that 
truly we all need to take more seri-
ously,” he said.  “It was awesome.” 
In total, the fundraiser brought in 
over $13,000, with donations both 
in-person and online. 

Since Granek is a senior, she 
will not be able to lead Bands for 
Brains under Park’s guidance; how-

ever, she hopes to continue work-
ing with BIAMD in some way. 

“I don’t know if I’m going to 
continue doing this event through 
college,” Granek said, “but it 
brings in so much money and it’s 
really great, so maybe I’ll pass it 
on to them… I don’t really know 
yet, but there are definitely people 
I want to continue working with in 
some form,” she said.

Despite Granek’s departure, 
Peres believes that the community 
could continue benefiting from BI-
AMD’s work. “I think that if there 
are people in the Park community 
who, either through their own in-
terest in brain injury research, or 
through family members who may 
have suffered traumatic brain inju-
ry… it’s a really good resource and 
a great organization,” Peres said. 

During the early stages of the 
senior project process, Granek 
was unsure her idea was feasible, 
yet she was able to overcome her 
uneasiness. She leaves Park with 
advice for the upcoming senior 
class. “Just go and tell Traci what 
you want and what you’re thinking. 
They will find a way to make that 
happen,” Granek said. “Go crazy 
with it. You don’t have to be lim-
ited to the things that everyone else 
does.”

New Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion announced

Policy on 
misconduct 
revamped
by EMMA BORDEN ’25

The soon to be released Student 
to Student Misconduct Policy, re-
vised by several underclassmen and 
the administration, aims to combat 
any and all kinds of misconduct in-
volving one or more Upper School 
students. 

The policy will be available in 
the fall of the 2022-2023 student 
handbook and will be accompanied 
by an Incident Reporting Form 
where students or faculty can report 
situations.

The policy defines misconduct 
within the school’s walls as any of 
the following: harassment, sexual 
harrassment, discrimination, sex-
ual misconduct, physical assault, 
stalking in person or online, hazing 
and ranking. 

Faculty are required to submit 
a report of anything that falls un-
der this category that they witness 
or hear about, but students are not. 
The organizers decided that the In-
cident Reporting Form will not be 
anonymous.

 Organizers Zara Cheek ’24, 
Margot Kohn ’24, Jack Se-
gal-Landon ’24, and Sami Zooker 
’24, said they wanted to help revise 
the current misconduct policy be-
cause they wanted a way for stu-
dents to know the consequences of 
misconduct. 

“As a new student at Park, I no-
ticed that there was a general dis-
connect between what was to be 
expected of the students, and the 
behavior of the student,” Zooker 
’24 stated.

This new policy aims to be 
more accessible and provide a 
step-by-step process for everyone 
to understand the consequences of 
misconduct, so all members of the 
community can be held account-
able for their actions. 

“This document will provide 
students with transparency of what 
is going on behind the scenes, and a 
chance to have their voices heard.” 
Zooker said. 

“We [the student organizers] 
saw a gap between the expectations 
we had for the school and the ex-
pectations the administration had 
for our conduct.” Segal-Landon 
’24 said.

The students organizers hope 
the new policy sets a precedent 
for students and the administration 
working together on schoolwide 
protocols.

by EVAN ISELI ’25

Akira Townes ’13 will replace 
Courtney Rollins as the new Direc-
tor of Diversity, Equity, and Inclu-
sion. Townes returned to Park last 
year as the first DEI Fellow.

Head of School Dan Paradis 
announced Townes’s selection in a 
June 1 email; she will assume the 
role as of July 1.  “I know she will 
have a great impact in the years to 
come as the Director of DEI,” he 
wrote.

With the news that Rollins will 
be leaving next year, groups of stu-
dents and faculty led an extensive 
search for the position.

“The biggest thing that Court-
ney did that they [the search com-
mittees] wanted to continue is they 
wanted someone who can provide a 
safe space for every single person 
on this campus,” Associate Head of 
School Priscilla Morales said. 

Because DEI is a school-wide 
program, it was important that 
each division was included in the 
decision. Two committees led the 
search:  one group composed of 
faculty, and the other composed of 
students in different grade levels 
ranging from Lower School to Up-

per School.
Participants on the student com-

mittee were looking for a candidate 
with a good work ethic. 

“The DEI director does a lot of 
things like community outreach 
and plans a lot of different events 
and runs classes,” Maya Moorthy 
’23 said. “We were looking for 
someone who would be able to do 
that, and had good ideas for the 
community and how to expand DEI 
at Park.” 

While the two committees were 
searching for someone to continue 
developing the school’s DEI pro-
gram, previous experience was not 
a defining factor of the position. . 

Many of the students and facul-
ty who participated in the process 
were people who had a deep under-
standing of the role as Director of 
DEI. 

“I really wanted people who 
worked very closely with the office 
of DEI, and had worked very close-
ly with Courtney,” Morales said.

At the very beginning of the 
search process, the school adver-
tised nationally, and received a 
flood of applications. The faculty 
committee worked hard to narrow 
down to eight the number of can-

didates, and interviewed them via 
Zoom. Four were selected to par-
ticipate in full day-and-a-half inter-
views, though only two were able 
to come to campus. 

After Morales and other faculty 
members received feedback from 
the interviews, the faculty search 
committee recommended a final 
candidate to Head of School Dan 
Paradis. A few weeks later, Paradis 
made the final selection.

Townes has many qualifications 
for the position, including a B.A.in 
Biology from Bates and a Master of 
Public Health from the University 
of Washington. 

“I think that it is a good oppor-
tunity, especially from the alum-
na and the fellow perspective,” 
Townes said, “so I’ve been able to 
see this institution at multiple lev-
els and feel confident in my ability 
to create some structural change.”

photo  courtesy  R. Granek ’22

R. Granek ’22 poses next to a sculpture of a brain at the concert 
venue, Union Collective in Baltimore. 

photo by N. Fotenos ’23

Akira Townes ’13 prepares to step into her new role this summer.
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Focus on what you know, don’t stray from 
what’s comfortable, mind your own busi-
ness. A message not frequently heard at Park, 
but felt. 

As described by the preceding Edi-
tors-in-Chief, Park is losing its messiness. 
Students don’t have the same desire to be 
individualistic. We value only the opinions 
around us, refusing to branch out from our 
social circles. As cliques become tighter, 
there is no longer room for discourse. Park’s 
ideologies are fading away as staying in your 
lane becomes the norm.

Teachers and parents always advocate 
that everyone is friends here. When prospec-
tive families visit, admissions ambassadors 
explain that Park is not like other schools: 
everyone is open-minded and willing to talk 
to anyone. But as of late, these sentiments 
don’t ring true. 

Students and teachers alike recognize 
that the Upper School is moving in a new di-
rection, becoming less connected and more 
judgemental. Although there is speculation 
about the cause, the change has already be-
gun.  

Park is becoming more comparable to 
movies such as Harry Potter and Diver-
gent. In Harry Potter, the Sorting Hat de-
cides which house you belong to based on 
your abilities, personality and preferences. 
Divergent consists of an Aptitude Test, ar-
ranging teens into five different groups based 
upon their personal characteristics.  

If you walk down the hallways, there’s 
an invisible line dividing the Upper School. 
Factions have formed, exclusively deter-
mining who’s allowed where. The Annex, 
the Library, the Commons, the Arts Center. 
Each area of the school houses a certain 

identity, though not as traditional as “Jocks 
VS Nerds,” sections have become restrictive 
– permission necessary to enter. Each territo-
ry stigmatizes the others, instilling a fear of 
interacting over the line.

What makes Park kids Park kids is our 
adaptability: being able to fit into different 
places, and thrive outside of our comfort 
zones. Since we’ve returned to in-person 
school, it’s easy to recognize that our com-
munity is losing this defining trait. 

Postscript as a publication is committed to 
combating this shift in our culture. We need 
your thoughts, input, and presence to fix the 
problem within the paper itself. We want to 
make Postscript a place where everyone feels 
welcome, valued, and that their thoughts are 
represented and respected.

We have the opportunity to change what 
is in our control, but altering the communi-
ty’s mindset is a bigger task. We need to give 
each other grace to be able to form new rela-
tionships without any backlash. We challenge 
you to act. Students need to be more welcom-
ing of others, and have a broader range of ac-
ceptance.

In the final moments of Harry Potter, the 
houses band together and become stronger, 
and the ending of Divergent shows how be-
ing separated into factions is problematic. 

We cannot rely on others to start the ad-
justment: change is never enacted by waiting. 

As this year comes to a close, think about 
how you want to contribute to the communi-
ty. Think about the messiness that Park was 
built upon, and the values we claim to hold. 
Has Park ever taught you to follow the rules? 
Do you really want to stay in your lane?

With the tragic shooting at Robb Elemen-
tary School in Uvalde, Texas on May 24, 
following close on the heels of the May 14 
grocery store shooting in Buffalo, questions 
of gun safety are rising to the forefront of 
American policy discourse. We strongly en-
courage you to get involved. 

The US has exhibited a notable inability 
to protect its citizens, especially young chil-
dren, from gun violence. 

With guns readily accessible to 18 year 
olds in many states, background checks not 
federally required for unlicensed sales, and 
military level weapons as easy or easier to ac-
quire than a handgun, we have set ourselves 
up for catastrophe. There is no reason for ci-
vilians to have AR-15s and other high grade 
firearms, nor should the parts be available to 
construct ghost guns. 

Even our broken police system is no 
match for the gun violence crisis. Officers 
stood outside the school in Uvalde, Texas 
while the murders took place inside, hardly 
“serving or protecting.” 

As reported in Newsweek, more children 
have been killed by gun violence than offi-
cers on the job this year, which shines a spot-

light on the state of our police system. It is 
beyond reform. 

The Lost Class is a website dedicated to 
raising awareness for the children who suf-
fered the results of gun violence each year 
in America. As stated, 15,000 children and 
teens are shot and killed or wounded and ap-
proximately three million are exposed to gun 
violence every year. 

Officers choose their profession with 
awareness of the daily risk, kids just want to 
go to school. 

We stand with the victims and their fam-
ilies in this difficult time, but there is more 
that must be done than prayers or moments of 
silence if we want to make a change. 

We encourage everyone to attend this 
year’s March For Our Lives on June 11 in 
Baltimore or a city near you, to contact your 
legislators about gun safety, to participate in 
community organizing efforts, and not to for-
get the power your voice holds. We live in a 
country that vows to listen to its citizens: use 
this power. 

As a community we must support gun 
control in order to protect not only our lives, 
but the lives of every child in America.

“Stay in your lane.”

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel ’23

A statement from the 
Student Leftist Coalition
A call to action to stand up for what 
students across America deserve 

poster by N. Hicks ’23
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Senior projects provide work and life experience

After 17 years as a science teacher, El-
liott Huntsman took on the role of Interim 
Dean of Students of the Upper School for the 
2021-2022 school year. However, on April 3, 
Upper School Principal Traci Wright wrote 
to the Park community announcing that Alli-
son Ewing will be the new Dean of Students 
come July. With this news, Huntsman will be 
returning to the classroom. 

Upper School Science Chair Julie Rogers, 
along with the rest of the department, is look-
ing forward to Huntsman’s return. 

“I can’t emphasize enough how excited 
we are to have him back; I think it’s going 
to be super beneficial to have someone with 
his expertise back in our department,” Rogers 
said. 

Along with the science department, 
Huntsman himself is looking forward to 
getting back into the classroom. “I’m excit-
ed to be teaching again where I can spend 
more time with students in low-stress ways,” 
Huntsman said. 

Huntsman’s year of administrative expe-
rience has helped him grow as an educator, 
providing the science department with a new 
view for next year. 

“I think he has a greater perspective now 
on some of the overarching goals of the 
school that maybe the rest of us don’t have 
access to,” Rogers said. “His administra-
tive work will help us with some of the out-
ward-facing things we’re doing with our new 
programs, not just with Core but with elec-
tives as well.” 

Huntsman especially looks forward to his 
return to curriculum development. “I was re-
ally excited about the new science program 
when we created it a few years ago, but be-
cause of Covid and everything, it’s been real-
ly hard to do it exactly how we envisioned,” 
Huntsman said.

Beyond the specifics of curriculum, 
Huntsman’s experience has left him with a 
better understanding of the Upper School in 
general. 

“I think that being in the position of Dean 
of Students helped him to have a more com-
prehensive view of who our students are,” 
Wright said. “In this position, Elliott rec-
ognized how to put the pieces of education 
together: seeing how students learn, what’s 
happening at home, and their needs in gen-
eral.”

As Huntsman anticipates his return to 
teaching, he’s prepared for a smooth transi-
tion, hoping his relationship with students 
develops into a classroom dynamic. 

“I’m sure it will be tricky for some stu-
dents to see me as someone who no longer 
represents the administration. I’ll just have 
to remind folks that I am who I am, and that 
they can approach me,” Huntsman said. “My 
top priority for the last few years as a teacher 
and administrator has been to have students 
feel like I am on their side, and as a result, 
students should feel like I’m on their side 
next year in the classroom.”

Overall, Huntsman’s year as Dean was a 
valuable experience that will benefit the sci-
ence department and the school as a whole. 

“There are aspects of this job that are tir-
ing and I think teaching is going to be less 
stressful,” Huntsman said. “I hope that I did 
a good enough job this year as Dean and I’m 
looking forward to being with kids, back in 
the classroom doing the science I love.”

Each year, seniors spend their last six 
weeks of high school getting valuable work 
experience in a field of their choice. These 
projects, whether exploring possible career 
paths or pursuing a special hobby, allow stu-
dents to further develop their interests. After 
weeks spent working on these projects, se-
niors emerge with newfound skills and confi-
dence as they finish their high school careers. 

The opportunity to undertake a senior 
project is valuable for students who want to 
get a head start on understanding their future 
college major. For instance, Julia Baran ’22 
and Leah Pickus ’22 are working in the med-
ical field. “I’m going into college as a biolo-
gy major on the pre-med track, and I would 
be interested in focusing on work similar to 
shock trauma when in college,” Baran said. 

Baran and Pickus worked as interns at 
the Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore, 
where they shadowed the center’s Physi-
cian-in-Chief, Dr. Thomas Scalea. They did 
their own research on different cases and 
injuries, and participated in one-on-one con-
versations with patients in recovery. While 
both students are unlicensed and restricted to 
observing physicians, the observational com-
ponent of the internship on its own has had a 
considerable impact on them. 

“It was kind of unexpected. We have ob-

served pretty much every surgery that the 
doctors have performed, first hand,” Pickus 
said. 

“At times [we] almost forget we are in-
terning. They allow us to see everything, in-
cluding confidential records,” Baran added. 

Despite being a highly educational expe-
rience, both students had moments of distress 
when witnessing these surgeries. “I knew go-
ing into the internship, it would be emotion-
ally tough. It is difficult to see people in such 
traumatic states,” Baran said. Both students 
agreed that this hands-on experience was a 
privilege, and will benefit them as they head 
into college.

Allie Doyle-Hines ’22 is also interning 
within the medical field. At Falls Road An-
imal Hospital, Doyle-Hines observed pro-
cedures, cared for recovering animals, and 
gained an abundance of knowledge on how 
to look afte certain animals. These immersive 
experiences are beneficial to Doyle-Hines as 
she prepares to major in nursing. 

“I plan on going into nursing for my ca-
reer, [and] this project has been like a mini 

step into that,” Doyle-Hines said. “I say this 
because the team allows me to help care for 
the recovering pets after surgery or when 
they need emotional support.” 

Fifteen minutes away from Doyle-Hines 
is Select Eyecare, where Juan Quintero ’22 
is interning this spring. Select Eyecare is a 
medical facility that focuses on eye treat-
ments. “When I was younger, I experienced 
eye trauma that required surgery and now I 
need to get my eyes checked,” Quintero said. 
“I wanted to step into the shoes of medical 
professionals that are responsible for treating 
patients with similar problems.” 

Quintero’s day could consist of observ-
ing eye tests and surgery, consulting with 
the doctors, and helping with post-operation 
check-ups. Although he is not interested in 
going into the medical field for college or as 
a career, he has been excited to learn more 
about the healthcare industry and the busi-
ness aspect behind it. “I think I will have 
more opportunities that will fulfill my career 
interests, but I wanted to see something that 
I probably won’t be able to see again,” Quin-
tero said.

Darryl France ’22 has a mindset similar to 
Quintero’s, choosing to work in a field that he 
won’t necessarily pursue in his future. France 
worked as an intern at the Maryland Depart-
ment of Environment. Most interesting to 
him has been learning about electric car char-
gers and their effectiveness. “What motivat-
ed me to pick this project was my interest in 
learning something that I had never taken a 
deep dive into: environmental work,” France 
said. France hopes to both learn more about 
how to appreciate and treat the environment 
and also how to navigate the workspace and 
make connections. “I want this to prepare me 
for future jobs,” he said.

Baran, Doyle-Hine, Pickus, Quintero 
and France are thankful for the opportunity 
they have been given, and hope that future 
seniors will make thoughtful choices when 
deciding what to do for their projects. “Do 
something you might not have the skills for 
but still have passion for, expose yourself to 
something you have always wanted to try,” 
Pickus said. Given that seniors work on their 
projects for six weeks, creating final presen-
tations to showcase to friends and family, it is 
important to pick an exciting topic in order to 
stay invested in your work. 

“If you want to do a project that has 
nothing related to your major I say go for it, 
because it can change your perspective and 
ultimately give you life experiences that you 
wouldn’t get anywhere else,” Doyle-Hines  
said. 

L. Pickus ’22 and J. Baran ’22 take a break atop a helicopter pad during their se-
nior project at Baltimore Shock Trauma Center.

photo courtesy L. Pickus ’22

Huntsman returns 
to teaching science

A. Doyle-Hines ’22 poses with a new 
friend at Falls Road Animal Hospital.

photo courtesy A. Doyle-Hines ’22

by ARIELLE ADLER ’24 and 
CATE COCHRAN ’23

photo courtesy D. France ’22

D. France ’22 analyzes electric car data at 
the Maryland Department of Environment.

photo courtesy J. Quintero’22

J. Quintero ’22 gives a thumbs up while 
at work at Select Eyecare.

by PAUL HUDES ’23
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At the end of each school year, 
students choose a book from the 
English department’s Summer 
Reading Catalog that sparks their 
interest. 

Then, in the fall, students and 
teachers who read the same book 
come together to discuss the con-
tent and their thoughts. These dis-
cussions are led by the student(s) 
or teacher who sponsored the book 
and are often meaningful and in-
sightful.

This year, a committee of stu-
dents was formed to plan and pre-
pare the program. Led by Upper 
School English Chair Kirk Wulf,  
the Student Summer Reading Com-
mittee met multiple times over the 
past few months. 

“The primary goal of the com-
mittee this year is to help students 
truly read books they’re interested 
in,” Wulf said. “Some people know 
exactly what they want to read. But 
some don’t always know.” 

Elsa Beams ’24, a member of 
the committee, believes in the im-
portance of summer reading. “I had 
a really good book discussion last 
year, and can only hope others have 
the same experience this year,” 
Beams said. 

Adding on to the traditional 
selection of books, the committee 
decided to include other options. 
Instead of reading an entire book, 
for example, students and faculty 
can follow a periodical, or choose 
a group of readings about a topic of 
interest. 

“We definitely want there to be a 
wider offering this year,” Wulf said. 
The goal behind including more op-
tions is to make summer reading a 
less daunting, more enjoyable task.

 “I think it’s helpful for people 
who don’t necessarily have the time 
to read a whole book but can still 
choose another form of reading 
they’re interested in,” Beams said.

Upper and Middle School Li-
brarian Liz Proctor assisted the 
committee in compiling books and 
working on summer reading this 
year.

“I love students being involved 
in the summer reading program be-
cause it’s so important that people 
get to read the kind of books they 
want to read,” Proctor said. “No 
one has anything to prove. I hope 
summer reading can just be about 
shared fun and a love for reading,” 
she said.

Students will be able to make 
their book selections in the last 
week of school.

by NOAH BENDER ’24

Students look forward to a 
range of activities as June comes 
around.  For a few members of the 
International Student-led Arctic 
Monitoring and Research club (IS-
AMR), the research trip to Wapusk 

by OLIVER MACK ’24  and 
JOSH SOLOMON ’24

As part of preparing for the up-
coming 2022-23 school year, the 
school has already hired several 
new teachers to take on the roles of 
those retiring or leaving this year. 
Teaching applicants, aside from in-
terviewing with faculty and admin-
istration, engage in conversations 
with different groups of students 
and teach a class in their subject. 
This enables students to begin to 

by NOAH BENDER ’24

After winning State Champion-
ship this year–beating 129 Mary-
land schools–the Mock Trial Team 
went on to compete in the Nationals 
for the second time, placing sixth 
among 46 other state champions. 
Last year, they placed first. No 
matter where the team ends up, the 
preparation and amount of practice 
remains the same.

Before the virtual competition, 
from May 4 to May 7, the team had 
five weeks to prepare for the final 
trial. This year, the case centered 
around a situation in which a pedes-
trian was hit with a self-driving car. 

“As with all the cases written for 
Mock Trial, both sides of the case 
can be argued plausibly,” said Tony 
Asdourian, Upper School Math 
Chair and coach of the Mock Tri-
al team.  “A lot of the fun of Mock 
Trial is working out with the team 

by LEILA VERGARA ’24

Summer 
reading 
expands 
options

photo by J. Apostolo ’23

Arctic group plans return to Churchill, Manitoba
National Park in Churchill, Manito-
ba, Canada, is a tremendous source 
of excitement.  

Throughout this past year, the 
club, along with co-faculty leaders, 
Upper School Science Chair Julie 
Rogers and science teacher Carla 
Guarraia, have been preparing for 
the upcoming ISAMR trip, tak-

ing place from August 4-18, 2022. 
Because of the pandemic, this is 
the first trip ISAMR will be taking 
since the summer of 2019. 

The Park students participating 
in the trip are just eight of the 20 
who will be living at the remote re-
search station. ISAMR is offered to 
students from The Baltimore Poly-
technic Institute (Poly) and the Ju-
nior Canadian Ranger (JCR) group 
of Churchill, filling the other 12 
spots of the trip.

So far, students have spent the 
year learning about the goals of the 
trip and how to conduct research. 
Yet, even with the preparation, 
much more planning will be need-
ed before they leave. A few of the 
many tasks they must complete are: 
booking flights, buses, and trains, 
completing paperwork for data 
collection, planning meals and or-
dering food, studying plants of the 
tundra, and making a plant identifi-
cation book. 

While on the trip, students will 
spend their time completing multi-
ple tasks to further their research. 
The group is traveling to the nation-
al park to develop a way to predict 

the levels of permafrost in the Arc-
tic, Henry Holden ’23 said.

“We get this data based on veg-
etation and other variables. We will 
be collecting data from trail cams 
to get video of caribou.” The group 
will also be learning about the cul-
ture and life in the arctic.

“The goal of the trip is to cul-
turally and scientifically immerse 
ourselves in the land and the impact 
climate change is having on this re-
mote, yet beautiful, part of our con-
tinent,” Rogers said.

The members of the club are 
incredibly excited for many parts 
of the trip, including living at the 
research facility, immersing them-
selves in the culture of the land, and 
getting to know other researchers 
from Canada. 

“I am really excited to see the 
Northern Lights. I also really want 
to meet the JCRs,” Holden said. 
“I’m looking forward to seeing 
the wildlife, especially the polar 
bears.” Pablo Quintero ’24 said. 

The ISAMR club has had lots of 
success in their past trips, and they 
look forward to yet another sum-
mer full of learning and adventure.

ahead of time what strategy we 
should take with our attorneys and 
witnesses to convince the judges of 
each side of the case.” 

Mock Trial, although an excit-
ing activity, presents its own set 
of complications. With only a few 
weeks between States and Nation-
als, “the most challenging part of 
Nationals is the little time that we 
have to prepare,” Gabe Sachs ’24 
said. “In the state tournament, we 
develop our case over much of the 
year, but in Nationals we only have 
a few weeks,” he said.

 In addition, as many team 
members contracted Covid just be-
fore Nationals, some practices were 
canceled. “This year was a little 
complicated for our team,” Mad-
die Bulgin ’24 said. “We had peo-
ple out for different reasons, which 
made practicing a little harder.” 

Even faced with difficulties, 
members of the team, along with 

coaches Jamie Altchek ’98, Di-
rector of Stewardship and Capital, 
Matt Rogers ’04, and Asdourian, 
and team Captains Lindsay Reamer 
’23 and Aidan Connors ’22, were 
still able to prepare their case in 
time for Nationals.

Park’s Mock Trial team walked 
away with other rewards. Along 
with a strong performance from the 
team as a whole, Bulgin finished 
as a Top Ten Witness and Connor 

as a Top Ten Attorney. In addition, 
team members have expressed how 
much they enjoyed being on the 
team. 

“Winning the state and getting 
sixth in the country is great, but my 
favorite part of Mock Trial is the 
friendships I’ve made and the way 
that our team always has a blast to-
gether, no matter how hard we’re 
working,” Daniel Perrin ’23 said. 

Mock Trial faces 
tough competition in 
return to Nationals

get to know their potential teachers. 
“I think it’s really interesting 

to see their teaching styles and 
make connections with them, es-
pecially if they share an interest in 
something you really enjoy,” Tyler 
Maglin ’24 said.

With the impending departure of 
English teacher Greg Brandt, Lub-
na Najar has been hired to join the 
department. She has spent the most 
recent part of her career teaching at 
Sidwell Friends, where she created 

classes and curricula. For example, 
she taught a class centered around 
The Canterbury Tales where she 
asked students to compile their own 
poems. She will be offering two 
English electives next year, “Fam-
ily Stories” and “20th Century Fic-
tion: Excess and Restraint.”

Spanish teacher Paul Villmoare 
will not be returning next year; 
John Cruz has been hired to teach 
Spanish in the Upper School. He 
has spent the last two years work-

ing at the University of Findlay as 
a language coordinator and student 
adviser, and has worked as a pro-
fessor, interpreter, and translator. 
Next year, he will teach a number 
of advanced electives, focusing on 
film and culture in the Hispanic and 
Latinx world.

“I think it’s great that students 
get to meet potential teachers,” Em-
ily Brinkerhoff ’24 said. “I’m really 
excited for all the wonderful new 
people and classes next year,” 

English, language depts. finalize hires for next year
T. Wolf ’24 and P. Quintero ’24 work on an underwater robot 
designed to collect data for ISAMR.

photo courtesy J. Altchek

Mock Trial team celebrates its first place victory at State Cham-
pionships for the second year in a row.
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Trial against Depp recieves immature rebuttal on social media

Inevitable end of year stress burdens school community
by TOMER NUSINOV ’24

by CASSANDRA KITCHEN ’24
The court trial of “Captain Jack Sparrow” 

reached a verdict after 13 hours of delibera-
tion. Johnny Depp was awarded a total of $15 
million, 10 in compensatory damages and 
five in punitive damages, and Amber Heard 
was awarded $2 million in compensatory 
damages in her countersuit against Depp.

Over the last two months,  actors Depp 
and Heard went head to head in a defama-
tion lawsuit. The case was made very public, 
giving room for outsiders to step in and state 
their opinions, especially on social media. 
The message was clear: the public wanted 
Depp to win.

Heard and Depp started dating over a 
decade ago and were married from 2015 to 
early 2017. As we began to understand, their 
marriage quickly went south. Following the 
couple’s divorce, Heard was granted a re-
straining order. She claimed Depp had been 
verbally and physically abusing her, and 
broke his sobriety from drugs and alcohol. 

Heard published an op-ed in December 
of 2018 for The Washington Post about the 
surge of unreported domestic violence and 
her own experiences as a survivor. It was 
released right before her new movie, Aqua-
man, which could strongly suggest her mo-
tives were geared toward gaining attention 
rather than spreading awareness. Although 
Depp was not mentioned in the article, his 
lawyers claimed it referenced him, ultimately 
leading to a damaged reputation and career. 
It was reported by The New York Times that 
her article cost Depp $22.5 million of in-
come.

The conclusion I have built surrounds the 
idea that Depp was always safe in this trial. 
Heard’s team put up a weak fight and it seems 

everyone shifted to Depp’s side. In addition 
to the op-ed, Heard claimed she was ashamed 
that she was a victim of domestic abuse be-
cause she loved Depp and wanted to have 
nothing but a loving relationship. Despite 
this, it is likely she was also abusive towards 

Depp, and at the least, it’s known that they 
were both contributors to making the rela-
tionship toxic.

Depp filed a defamation lawsuit against 
her for $50 million in March of 2019. Heard 
countered his lawsuit by filing for a $100 mil-

lion countersuit. This was only the middle of 
the heated debate regarding domestic abuse. 

This case received controversial reac-
tions. UK tabloid, The Sun called Depp a 
“wife-beater,” causing him to resign from 
Fantastic Beasts and lose his role in The 
Pirates of the Caribbean 6. Corporations 
made decisions to drop Depp due to potential 
backlash from employing him if he were to 
be found guilty. 

Social media platforms such as Instagram 
and Twitter have had countless users cheer-
ing on Depp, resulting in the popular opinion 
that Depp is the true victim. In addition, fans 
crowded outside the courthouse in Fairfax, 
Virginia, waiting to give gifts to Depp and 
heckle Heard as she left the building. She re-
ceived nonstop criticism from social media. 

The trial is a sad example of how people 
can take the sensitive topic of domestic abuse 
and turn it into a source of entertainment. No 
matter the side concluded as the “winner” of 
trials like these, these personal parts of peo-
ple’s lives should not be tossed around light-
ly. This case in particular, due to both parties 
being famous actors, has made it all the more 
delicate because no one knows what goes on 
behind closed doors. 

Although cases like these tend to obtain 
supporters for the victim, a plain toxic rela-
tionship could be the answer to understand-
ing the situation . NBC News states, “We 
don’t know the truth in this situation. Both 
sides have made upsetting accusations.” De-
spite that, can we exclude ideas such that 
Heard timed her op-ed to be published pre-
cisely three days before Aquaman was re-
leased? Does that suggest the motive of her 
article was to benefit her campaign? Chances 
are high.

The end of the school year brings much 
to celebrate: prom, graduation, summer va-
cations, camps, and more. Yet all of this is 
coupled with stress and anxiety. 

May and June are crunchtime; it is when 
our stress levels often skyrocket, as teachers 
feel the pressure to fit in last-minute curricu-
lar goals before the end of the year. Papers, 
projects, tests, and performances pile up, and 
we are left to navigate both the work and the 
tension. 

Stress and anxiety are threatening feelings 
that can be all-consuming. But these feelings 
are not exclusive to students. According to 
the National Education Association (NEA), 
this time of the school year is a lot for teach-
ers, too. 

“No matter where [they] teach, what 
grade, subject, or school, [all teachers] will 
experience this end-of-year insanity,” and 
the students feel this tension and feed off the 
adults. “Stressed adults lead to stressed stu-
dents,” the NEA warns.

 It is important for teachers to bear this 
in mind. The stress they bring to their class-
rooms is often imparted to their students. 
Therefore, teachers must take purposeful 
steps to alleviate the pressure in their class-
rooms and courses by being mindful of stu-
dents’ stress levels and carefully considering 
workloads, timelines, and expectations. 

In my experience, teachers tend to start 
giving final assignments in the beginning or 
middle of May. 

My ninth grade year, I was working on my 

final Core 9 project, while creating my final 
Spanish presentation, writing a term paper 
for history, and preparing for my final math 
assessment. All of these final assignments at 
the same time can cause lots of stress. 

A 2021 survey distributed to high school 
students and published by The Patriot found 
that the reason 94 percent of students expe-
rience the most stress during the end of the 
school year is due to a buildup of tests and 
projects. Furthermore, 86 percent of the re-
spondents felt this stress negatively impacted 
their mental health. 

The majority also agreed that the towering 
workload at the end of the year is all too com-
mon, despite its repercussions, like feelings 
of depression and disrupted sleep patterns 
and diet, according to the website Very Well 
Mind. 

Nonetheless, pre-summer stress among 
students seems inevitable. Students therefore 
have no choice but to seek ways to cope with 
these pressures. Some ways to mitigate stress 
include breaking down long-term projects, 
staying organized, keeping a calendar, and 
meeting all due dates. 

Students should also maintain a healthy 
diet, exercise regularly, meditate, listen to 
music, and make time to socialize and stay 
connected. 

When I’m stressed, my friends and I will 
go get some food and talk about all the stress-
free things in our lives in an attempt to dis-
tract ourselves from school work, even if it’s 
just for an hour or two. I find doing this very 
helpful for keeping my stress levels reason-
ably lower. 

 End-of-year stress is real for students and 
teachers alike, and its effects can be serious. 
It seems, however, that it may also be un-
avoidable. Tying up loose ends, wrapping up 
curriculums, and finalizing projects are trade-
marks of those final school days of the year. 

Yet, while finishing school work is im-

portant, the question is, at what cost? The 
burden weighs heavily on students, and the 
stress, for some, can be paralyzing. 

So perhaps a better solution is more plan-
ning throughout the year in an effort to avoid 
the final frenzy altogether.

cartoon by I. Powell

cartoon by S. Puchner-Noel
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Junior portfolio students highlighted in All School Show
by MANGO NORENBERG ’24

When the early days of May 
came around, artwork with numer-
ous forms of styles were mounted 
on walls all around campus for the 
All School Show. This event high-
lighted the creative products and 
processes of Park’s young visual 
artists, including those of the Class 
of 2023.

A tradition since the Arts Cen-
ter opened in 2003, Lower, Middle, 
and Upper School visual arts class-
es are given the chance to exhibit 
their art and demonstrate their cre-
ative talents. Art of all media, from 
drawings to sculptures to photo-
graphs, were on display.

Upper School Visual Arts Chair, 
Christine Tillman, expressed her 
enthusiasm for the All-School 
Show, declaring it one of her favor-
ite shows of the year. 

“I love being a part of a K-12 
school, and I love putting the work 
that we do as a department togeth-
er all in one context,” Tillman said. 
“As a Park visual arts faculty mem-
ber, I know we’re going to put a 
show together this spring and spend 
a good part of the second semester 
thinking about how we want to 
recognize what we do in our class-
rooms.”

One visual arts course that spot-
lighted students’ crafts is Junior 
Portfolio. As an advanced elective, 
juniors expanded on their skills and 
developed their personal aesthetic 
while creating a portfolio of pieces. 

Based on a series of prompts, 

the juniors produced projects made 
out of the media of their choosing 
before the end of the semester, de-
voting time in and outside of class 
to develop each piece.

To document their artistic pro-
cesses to completion, they regu-
larly published snapshots of their 
activity on websites of their own 
making. For each quarter of the 
semester, the artists were also re-
quired to submit completed portfo-
lios of their work, which could be 
used for college applications.

Upper School Exhibitions Edu-
cator Janna Rice, who leads Junior 
Portfolio, applauded the juniors for 
their commitment to the process of 
creating their pieces. 

“I think that’s what’s different 
and really exceptional about Park 
arts is that students get the time 
and space to develop their voice,” 
Rice said. “If you go look at that 
work, all the subject matter and all 
the work is very different in terms 
of what the student is making work 
about, and it’s all really high qual-
ity.” 

As Julie Weinstein ’23 stated, “I 
enjoy the freedom we have. We can 
make whatever comes to our minds 
and work with all different kinds 
of mediums, which makes it easy 
to experiment with different things 
you want to do.” 

Some students drew their inspi-
ration from fundamental art ele-
ments. Weinstein particularly loved 
working with color, which led her 
to create and display her abstract 
drawings and paintings. “Two of 

them are oil pastel, which I had a 
few troubles with but overcame 
all of them, and the other ones are 
acrylic paintings,” she said. 

While experimenting with dif-
ferent two-dimensional art materi-
als, Rio Belmont ’23, created a se-
ries of drawings revolving around 
a theme. 

“I liked making the charcoal 
drawings a lot more than the paint-
ing, because it’s very freeing, be-
cause I don’t need anything to be 
perfect. I can just throw a lot of 
charcoal onto the page and make 
something cool,” Belmont said. “I 
have a pretty solid theme about the 
relationship between human anat-
omy and the natural world, which 
you can see in a lot of my work.” 

Ava Zumpano ’23 has always 
had a fascination with relics, in-
fluencing her to create a piece that 
forms a narrative through black and 
white photos. 

“I went to a thrift store and 
found all these old photos.” Zump-
ano said. “I don’t know why I have 

such a knack for old photos, but I 
displayed them on a board, and it 
tells a little story of ordinary peo-
ple going about their everyday lives 
and connecting with other people.”

The juniors fully endorse this 
elective for budding visual artists, 
as it allows them the chance to ex-
press themselves and expand their 
artistries. 

“[The class] is a really nice way 

Doctor Strange breaks from Marvel’s signature style
by NOAH HELLER ’23 and 
NATE POLAKOFF ’23

Doctor Strange, released in 2016, raked 
in over $200 million during its domestic run, 
with a global total of over $675 million, so 
it shouldn’t have come as any surprise that 
Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness 
reached the top of the charts, garnering mil-
lions of views opening weekend. With stars 
Benedict Cumberbatch and Elizabeth Olsen, 
Multiverse of Madness was bound to be a hit.

Despite being delayed for a year due to 
Covid, Multiverse of Madness premiered on 
May 6 with great success. Over a nine day 
span, Marvel Studios earned $550 million 
from the global box office due to Director 
Sam Raimi taking the sequel in a differ-

ent direction from his original film, Doctor 
Strange.  

In Multiverse of Madness, Rami put his 
knowledge of horror and gore on full display. 
Unlike many Marvel movies, Multiverse of 
Madness graphically displayed bloody vio-
lence, taking on a gory style of horror, remi-
niscent of The Shining. 

While many Marvel movies are target-
ed towards younger audiences, according to 
Common Sense Media, an organization dedi-
cated to reviewing movies, this film is recom-
mended for teens and adults. When the main 
villain chases Dr. Strange, jump scares occur 
left and right, a novel method of cinematog-
raphy for the Marvel franchise. 

The highlight of this movie was the orig-
inality; demonstrated with the visuals, sound 

effects, plot, and everything in between. This 
blew away critics’s expectations of the film, 
especially considering Marvel’s stunning vi-
suals in the past. 

Despite the violence and gore, Multiverse 
of Madness manages to crack a few jokes to 
lighten the mood. 

As the film falls into phase four of the 
Marvel universe, Multiverse of Madness 
continues to develop the concept of different 
timelines and dimensions, piggybacking off 
the popular television miniseries, WandaVi-
sion. 

The film is now available on digital plat-
forms, so if an action packed film filled with 
magic, mystery, and a taste of horror piques 
your interest, Multiverse of Madness is the 
movie for you. 7.9/10

image courtesy deviantart.com

to take a breather and connect with 
yourself in a way that’s not going 
to have to deal with the stresses of 
tests and exams and papers,” Bel-
mont said.

Through the All School Show, 
Park’s visual arts program exhib-
ited the school-wide variety of tal-
ents, encapsulating the essence of 
individuality at Park.J. Weinstein ’23 explores color in her Junior Portfolio project.

Artwork by R. Belmont ’23 (above) and A. Zumpano ’23 (below) displayed in the All School Show.
photos by K. James ’23

photo by K. James ’23

Master of the mystic arts stars again in bloody sequel Multiverse of Madness

Benedict Cumberbatch stars as Dr. Strange.
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Last production wows crowd with physical comedy

Alternate-dimensional void bagel terrorizes the world

Orson Welles’ science-fiction 
radio broadcast episode, The War 
of the Worlds, fooled many into 
believing that Martians were invad-
ing Earth. The chaos that ensued, 
thanks to this now-famous broad-
cast, is an excellent example of 
how a legitimate-sounding source 
can be the catalyst for nationwide 
terror. Park’s The Panic Broadcast 
of 1938 not only helps audiences 
grasp the full effect of Welles’ the-
atrical stunt, while leaving room 
for light-hearted physical comedy, 
but it is also the perfect example of 
how a cast can avoid panic behind 
the curtain.

The show begins with a bold 

spotlight shining down on an an-
tique-looking radio. Using a vocal 
filter, a few cast members recite 
excerpts from the original War of 
the Worlds script, and it sounds as 
though they are broadcasting the 
story in real time. The radio motif 
and references to the source ma-
terial are constants throughout the 
show, popping up at random inter-
vals to remind the audience about 
Panic Broadcast’s roots. I was in-
trigued by the radio and its prom-
ise of sci-fi and comedy splendor, 
and found its presence strangely 
respectful toward the inimitable 
original.

After the first antique radio se-
quence, the slow Pennsylvania 
town of Misty Valley appeared be-

by LUCIA KELEMEN ’24 fore me. Near the back of the stage 
lay a stunningly realistic statue of a 
soldier, whom the townspeople en-
dearingly named Pete. Each bench 
looked as though it had been sitting 
there for years, accumulating ivy 
at its legs. Furthermore, the street-
lights looked rusted, and the gaze-
bo run down. From the beginning, 
it was very clear that Misty Valley 
was meant to be a boring place, and 
I was impressed by how the set so 
clearly conveyed this.

Once the show really “got go-
ing,” so to speak, and characters 
had been given proper introduc-
tions, I was treated to my absolute 
favorite aspect of the show: the 
physical comedy. Ben Berman ’24 
played a paranoid character who 
fumbled around, desperately try-
ing to convince his peers that Mar-
tians had indeed invaded Earth. He 
awkwardly stumbled and stuttered 
throughout his time on stage, all in 
attempts to try and make his point, 
which made me genuinely laugh. 

Later on, Jai Setty ’24 and 
Noah Bender ’24 showcased their 
own gifts for comedic physicali-
ty. During one scene, they began 
whipping their arms around wildly 
and wobbling their legs to trick the 
deputy, played by Thea Goucher 
’24, into believing that they were 
“transforming” into their original 
Martian form. Goucher then went 
on to try and replicate this “trans-
formation” movement in an equal-
ly hilarious way. The physicality, 
without a doubt, heightened The 
Panic Broadcast as a whole, and 
helped solidify its title as a drame-
dy, rather than a drama.

Natan Golding ’24 spoke to me 
about what it was like to put on this 
show, commenting particularly on 
my favorite aspect. “This show has 
a lot of physical comedy in it, and 
I think that that was captured really 
well, especially in the three-quar-
ters thrust,” he said. “But also, it 
[the physicality] was accentuated 

Your husband wants a divorce, 
your laundromat is failing, your 
daughter dropped out of college 
and is dating a woman named 
Becky, and you can’t seem to make 
sense of your tax returns. This is 
the exact kind of everyday chaos 
that Everything Everywhere All At 
Once embodies, an intense domes-
ticity that intermingles the pedestri-
an and the comic in a way that is 
both violently funny and real. From 
the directing duo Daniel Kwan and 
Daniel Scheinert, known as “Dan-
iels,” Everything Everywhere is 
almost great–but its precise “ev-
erything”-ness is its downfall in the 
end. 

The main characters are set up 
in the context of an exceedingly 
normal life: our protagonist, Ev-
elyn, who has failed in seemingly 
every facet of her life; her husband 

by SIMON PUCHNER-NOEL ’23 Waymond, an eternal childlike op-
timist; their daughter Joy, a recent 
college dropout; Evelyn’s tradition-
al Chinese father, Gong Gong, who 
abandoned her when she chose to 
marry Waymond; and Deirdre, a 
cynical tax auditor with conspicu-
ously phallic awards. 

In the middle of being confront-
ed with the reality of her failing 
business, an alternate-dimensional 
Waymond tells Evelyn that she is 
the only person who can save the 
world and all of its infinite multi-
verses from destruction. 

Suddenly, the stakes of the mov-
ie are hilariously skewed–why care 
about losing your laundromat when 
the entire world is at stake because 
of, for lack of better words, void 
bagel? Evelyn’s job is to stop the 
evil bagel from continuing on with 
her plot by harnessing the skills of 
more successful versions of herself. 

This is where the movie gets a 

bit muddled. The issue with Ev-
erything Everywhere isn’t that it’s 
not funny (it really is) or that the 
acting is subpar, the issue is that it 
is trying, as its title suggests, to be 
everything. 

There is a disconnect among its 
three worlds. A domestic tragicom-
edy that creates emotional attach-
ment, a purposely manic martial 
arts plot that’s so odd it’s hard to 
care about, and a tearjerking, ev-
erybody-loves-everybody ending 
that not only feels out of place, but 
emotionally manipulative. 

The surreal humor is so over-
the-top that I got a bit inured to it. 
The first time a character had to do 
something idiotic to jump realms 
was very funny, sure, and even 
the fourth and fifth time; however, 
there’s just so many times I can 
laugh at “random humor” without 
feeling like a fourth-grader yelling 
poop jokes in the library. 

The movie wants to have its 
cake and eat it, too. It tries to sat-
irize the action genre while being 
a successful and engaging action 
film. But it’s almost impossible to 
do both at once, at least in a way 
that keeps you emotionally invest-
ed. Everything Everywhere tries so 
hard to subvert audience expecta-
tions that it ends up feeling unreal, 
yet it wants you to feel real emo-
tions (there’s only so much empa-
thy you can feel for a couple with 
hot dogs for hands).

At the end, Everything Every-
where falls back on tired cliches 
such as “fight with love” in a mov-
ie where an evil, alternate-dimen-
sion-hopping, Elvis-pantsuit clad 
version of Evelyn’s daughter kills 
a man with long erotic toys. There 
is no starker example than the final 
third of the movie. After failing to 
tell her father about Joy’s lesbian 
relationship for the entire movie, 

Evelyn does so in a triumphant 
way that left a bitter and unearned 
taste in my mouth. The way that 
this emotional plot is resolved feels 
unconvincing and trivializes real 
entrenched homophobia by imply-
ing you can charm your way out of 
bigotry. 

If Everything Everywhere had 
put all of its energy into one area, 
such as the connections between 
the family or the absurdist comedy, 
it would have felt more cohesive 
but also less inventive and risk-tak-
ing. 

Perhaps that is the essence of 
Everything Everywhere; its mul-
tiverse may be overwhelming and 
borderline saccharine at times, but 
its very contradiction is what makes 
it stand out. The film’s critique of 
cynicism has only exacerbated my 
own, but I had fun doing it. And it 
will, nevertheless, win 40 Oscars.

by the fact that the set didn’t move 
at all. Having it be completely stat-
ic made a lot of sense, so that the 
characters could move within the 
space, and move fully.” The wacky 
movements of the characters stood 
out even more because of the un-
changing environment behind 
them. 

Another impressive part of this 
production was the fluidity and 
flexibility of the cast. Many peo-
ple involved, including actors with 
prominent roles, were not able 
to perform, for various reasons, 
during the show’s run. Golding, 
specifically, had to step in for Jack 
Krupnick ’24 for the first two per-
formances. “I was not expecting to 
be on stage for this play, but that’s 
just how it happened,” he said.

When I asked him how exactly 
he prepared, Golding said, “Well, 
Saturday tech rehearsal, Peter 
[King, the director of the produc-
tion,] pulled me aside and was 
like, ‘I need you to play Andy.’ I 
was like, ‘Oh.’” Golding contin-
ued, “That night, I went over the 
lines with my parents, and then on 
Monday we ran over the lines and 
I got them. Dress rehearsal was 
Monday and Tuesday and then we 

did the preview on Wednesday.” 
His timeline was short, but Golding 
managed to pull through and give 
an impressive performance for the 
first two nights of Panic Broadcast. 
His willingness to suddenly switch 
gears is admirable, and it gives me 
an even greater sense of respect for 
those who work behind the scenes. 

With the role of stage manager 
now vacant, Violet Garibaldi ’24 
decided to take on the task. She 
talked to me about her experience 
with doing this. 

“Natan [the stage manager] 
stepped up to play the role [of 
Andy]. I talked to him and he was 
like, ‘Yeah, we need someone to 
step up to stage manage,’ and I was 
like, ‘I’d love to.’” This is another 
impressive example of  resilience 
and talent.

Whether you consider the ac-
tual production, or what happened 
behind the scenes, all you will find 
is sheer perfection: the play itself 
was a perfect balance of serious-
ness and comedy, while the show’s 
cast proved itself to be the model 
of professionalism. Once again, a 
student production has completely 
impressed me and I cannot wait for 
my opportunity to view the next.

photo courtesy J. Lee

photos courtesy J. Lee

Above: Lilly Gilroy (S. Sur-
cel-Debes ’24), Widow O’Dell 
(S. Rubin ’24), and Deputy El-
der Black (T. Goucher ’24) arm 
themselves with brooms and 
canes, preparing for an attack 
from the mysterious martians.
Left: June Gilroy (C. Bothe ’24) 
and Andy (N. Golding ’24) 
wear gas masks to protect 
themselves from the incoming 
invasion, blocking their first 
kiss yet again.

Townspeople confront two strangers they believe to be aliens.
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Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse looked 
to win a consecutive B conference 
championships as the team entered 
this season’s playoffs as the #2 seed 
for the second year in a row.

Ending the regular season 5-3, 
Girls’ Varsity locked down the 
two seed despite going winless yet 
again to Mercy. 

Receiving a bye in the quarter-
finals, the team played St. John’s 
Cathloc Prep in the semifinals, 
beating them for the second time in 
the season. “Everyone worked hard 
and we became a really cohesive 
unit,” captain Anna Stamatos ’22 
said when asked about the team’s 
success.

All this hard work culminated 
in a repeat of last year’s showdown 
against #1 seed Mercy. On a rainy 
Saturday at USA Lacrosse head-
quarters, the whistles were blown 
and the game began. After a bat-
tle with back-to-back goals from 
each team, Mercy went on a run 
and didn’t look back. As the game 
wound down, the final score landed 
at 19-2 with Mercy taking the win.

Even with the disappointing 
ending to the season, players know 
what they have to work on and are 
excited to come back next year to 
retake the title of B conference 
champions.

After taking home the B Confer-
ence championship title during the 
2021 season, Boys’ Varsity Tennis 
was not surprised when they found 
themselves back in the champion-
ships for their third time in the past 
four years.

The team entered the playoffs as 
the #3 seed with a 4-2 record. Beat-
ing Beth Tfiloh in the semifinals, 
Park headed up against undefeated 
Boys’ Latin in the championship.

After four matches with the 
score tied 2-2, the final match rest-
ed on Noah Bender ’24. The match 
went to 3 sets, with Bender winning 
the first and his opponent winning 
the second. 

In a disappointing end, Boys’ 
Varsity lost and the title was given 
to Boys’ Latin.

Still, the team has a lot to be 
proud of. “I think the season went 
great,” Dylan LaBorwit ’22 said. 
“I really got to see everyone on the 
team grow and improve as tennis 
players.”

Additionally, the team is very 
young, as the top three singles play-
ers are all sophomores. As LaBor-
wit put it, “expect the program to 
continue to be strong, and Park to 
be a dominant team in our confer-
ence for years to come.”

Confidence and dedication: 
these two words perfectly describe 
this year’s Varsity Baseball team. 

After coming up just short in a 
cinderella-postseason run last year, 
the team returned determined. Al-
though they lost seven seniors from 
last year, they still finished the sea-
son with a 9-6 record.

This earned them a spot in the 
playoffs, winning 6-5 in the quar-
terfinals against St. Francis Acade-
my before losing to the #1 seed Key 
School 2-8 in the semifinals.

“I thought the season went 
well,” Paul Rogers ’23 said. “To 
win a playoff game and come close 
to winning the semifinals against an 
undefeated team, I thought that was 
pretty good.” 

It was not the desired outcome, 
but the positivity clearly shone 
through. “This team showed dedi-
cation in times of need, and I feel 
like it motivated everyone to do 
whatever they could to win,” Noah 
Cyr ’22 said.

The future of the program is 
looking bright, even with the loss 
of two important seniors, Lucas 
West ’22 and Cyr.  

Be on the lookout for this squad 
next year; they are coming back 
with confidence, swagger, and de-
termination.

After losing to Archbishop Cur-
ley on senior day, Boys’ Varsity 
ended the season with a 3-4 record, 
entering the playoffs as the #5 seed.

Going up against Saints Peter 
& Paul School, a team they had 
lost to 17-15 earlier in the season, 
Boys’ Varsity was preparing for a 
tough challenge as they entered the 
quarterfinals. 

After leading for the majority 
of the game, Saints Peter & Paul 
School went on a run, tying the 
game 9-9. Within the first minute 
of overtime, Saints Peter & Paul 
School scored, ending the season 
for Boys’ Varsity.

“The final game was really 
heartbreaking,” Max Baran ’24 
said, describing the season. 

Yet even with the disappoint-
ing loss, with such a large group 
of young players, the team still has 
things to be excited about moving 
forward. 

“We didn’t always get the re-
sults we wanted, but because we 
have such a young team, our hope 
is that we’ll do very well next 
year,” captain Noah Heller ’23 said.

Boys’ Lacrosse is going to lose 
five seniors, but hopes that the con-
tinued training of their young play-
ers will fill in those gaps.

Entering the playoffs 3-3, Varsi-
ty Softball landed themselves as the 
5th seed in the conference. Going 
up against a tough opponent in the 
semi-finals, the team lost to St. Vin-
cent Pallotti 23-8. 

Yet, even without the ending 
they wanted, it was a great season. 
As first year head coach Chris Ad-
ams explained, “My takeaway is a 
successful season overall; softball 
IQ and confidence were gained in-
ning by inning, game by game, at 
bat by at bat.”

Captains Violet Garibaldi ’24 
and Sami Zooker ’24 were put 
in charge of the team as sopho-
mores, as only one upperclassmen 
played on the team this year. Naomi 
Hicks ’23 joined the team part way 
through the season. But as Garibal-
di described, the team was a com-
munity, every single player dedicat-
ed to learning how to improve. 

“This season was a season of 
learning and strength,” Zooker 
said. “We learned how to build our 
mental endurance, physical agility, 
and our ability to work together as 
a team.”

Varsity Softball is looking to 
keep every player from this sea-
son and lock down a home playoff 
game next year as they become a 
stronger, more experienced team.

Ravens front office scores a touchdown in the 2022 draft
The Baltimore Ravens is one of the teams 

in the National Football League (NFL) 
known for its top tier draft classes. When 
April 28 came around, the Ravens did what 
they do best, this year completely outdoing 
themselves in selecting top caliber college 
players. 

To start, the Ravens selected Kyle Hamil-
ton with the 14th overall pick. Hamilton is a 
defensive ace who is arguably one of the best 
players in the 2022 NFL draft class. Hamil-
ton will be a key part of bringing the defense 
back to the elite caliber that Baltimore foot-
ball fans are used to.

Just seconds after Kyle Hamilton was 
selected, the Ravens sent Lamar Jackson’s 
number one wide receiver, Marquise “Holly-
wood” Brown, and a 2022 fourth-round draft 
pick to the Arizona Cardinals in exchange for 
their 2022 first-round pick. At first glance, 

Ravens fans were upset and confused at the 
trade. However, once general manager Eric 
DeCosta revealed that Brown had requested 
a trade after the devastating conclusion of the 
2021 season, fans began to understand the 
move. 

This was a great manuever by DeCosta, 
weighing the benefits and disadvantages im-
mensely before pulling the trigger. As Brown 
was nearing the end of his rookie contract 
and looking for a big payout, DeCosta under-
stood that the Ravens were not going to be 
able to give him the money he was looking 
for. Additionally, Brown was sent to the oth-
er conference, making sure the likelihood of 
competing against Brown would lessen. 

The Ravens used its new first-round pick 
to select Tyler Linderbaumm at 25th overall, 
a center from Iowa. The team is optimistic 
that Linderbaum will follow in Marshal Yan-
da’s footsteps and become the next legend, 
helping to rebuild an  offensive line that al-

lowed league-high numbers in sacks last sea-
son. 

In the second round, the Ravens took Da-
vid Ojabo, an outside linebacker from Michi-
gan. Ojabo, projected to be taken in the first-
round, suffered a torn Achilles at Michigan’s 
pro day and was able to fall into the Ravens 
hands in the second round. While this pick 
has the potential to be very rewarding, it is 
very risky. A torn Achilles can often affect 
players for their entire career. 

In the third round, the Ravens took Travis 
Jones, a defensive lineman from UConn. An-
other good pick, as the defensive line needs 
depth with the expected departure of veter-
an defensive lineman Brandon Williams. In 
the fourth round, the Ravens held a record 
high six picks, selecting cornerbacks Jalyn 
Armour-Davis and Damarion Williams, tight 
ends Charlie Kolar and Isaiah Likely, tackle 
Daniel Faalele, and punter Jordan Stout. All 
of these picks have great potential.

At the time, the most seemingly contro-
versial pick was punter Jordan Stout. Ravens 
legend, veteran punter Sam Koch, was with 
the team for 16 seasons, appearing in a fran-
chise-record high of 256 games. When Stout 
got drafted in the fourth round, there were 
speculations about Kochs remaining career 
as a Raven. But on May 19, Koch announced 
his retirement from football. Joining the Ra-
vens staff as a special teams consultant, Koch 
will help coach his successor Stout to become 
the Ravens next great punter.

With the last pick of the Ravens draft, the 
team took running back Tyler Badie in the 
sixth round. Badie will help round out the 
Ravens running back room as JK Dobbins 
and Gus Edwards are both returning from 
torn ACLs. 

This year’s draft is a masterpiece by 
DeCosta and his team, as they hit on two of 
the best players in the first round, and contin-
ued to build in positions of need throughout. 
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by JAKE FRUMAN ’25

Young athletes spark excitment for future years to come
Boys’ Varsity Tennis
by SAM ST. JOHN ’23

Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse
by MARGOT KOHN ’24

Varsity Baseball
by SAM ST. JOHN ’23

Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse
by MARGOT KOHN ’24

Varsity Softball
by WILL PERES ’23

L. Arnold ’23 practices his 
backhand before a match.

The team lines up to prepare 
for a ground ball drill.

L. West ’22 pitches a ball at a 
home game.

N. Heller ’23 catches a ball 
during warm ups.

E. West ’25 pitches as M. Pick-
us ’24 waits in the outfield.


