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Students strike to #UprootTheSystem

by ALEX NORBROOK’22 and MARGOT KOHN ’24

As in Berlin, New Delhi, South Africa, so too in D.C.:
On Friday, September 24, the Climate Change Collective club (CCC) joined thousands of protestors across the
globe on a school strike to demand climate action. Unlike
the climate strike in 2019, students were not given excused
absence. They took direct action. As it was unchaperoned
and wasn’t an official Park trip, the club took charge of
organizing.
Global strike organizers promoted the hashtag #UprootTheSystem, referring to the drastic governmental and
systemic changes needed to prevent climate catastrophe.
Environmental organization Fridays for Future, who set up
the global event, outlined the central theme of the strike:
the Global North (consisting of wealthy “developed”
countries) needs to pay their climate debt coming from decades of pollution, and drastically cut emissions to prevent
catastrophic and irreversible climate change. The Park
CCC, which pushes for environmental action at school via
energy audits, invasive vine removal, and meetings with
the administration, decided to take part.
After two weeks of careful planning, an Upper School
assembly, and an X-block spent signmaking, 23 CCC students arrived early in the morning at Penn Station, where
they took a train down to Washington D.C. to protest at
the Capitol.
At Union Station, the strikers listened to stories from
an experienced youth climate activist in the Baltimore
hub of the Sunrise Movement. The activist recounted their
experience protesting at camps along the Line 3 Pipeline
under construction in Minnesota. Before long, participants
walked to the Capitol building and joined in on the D.C.
protest.
Students were determined to strike. They were
brought to action because of the severity of the climate
crisis and inaction in government.

“We have very little time left. Adults in politics don’t
seem to care, so we’re going down there to raise our voices and show them that we care,” Sophia Rubin ’24, a strike
attendee, said. “I’ve always been taught that saving water
and turning off lights is something you can do to slow climate change,” Nora Ding ’22 said. “But I feel like we can
do better than that.”
In D.C., the protest focused on federal politicians who
have not done enough to curb US emissions. The strike
called on legislators to pass the $3.5 trillion budget rec-
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Park students stand on the lawn of the Capitol building and
hold up their signs, demanding climate justice from the government.

onciliation deal moving through Congress, which would
allocate hundreds of millions of dollars towards climate
measures such as a Civilian Climate Corps. Sunrise activists who spoke on the podium expressed anger at representatives whom they helped to elect in the 2020 election

through phone banks and letter-writing, but who refuse to
take significant climate action.
“I’m here to stand up for our climate and make sure that
it is protected, which clearly legislators haven’t done,” Julia Levin ’25 said at the protest. Rubin agreed: “I hope that
legislators will listen and make changes to their policies.
Ideally, they’ll take this into consideration when voting on
laws surrounding climate justice and justice for indigenous people and their land.”
Standing in front of the Capitol Reflecting Pool, students listened to impassioned speeches from organizers
for the Sunrise Movement and a 14-year-old Zero Hour
activist. The atmosphere was charged: chanting and brandishing signs, protestors made their voices heard.
“It made me more upset because I was gaining more
knowledge of all the terrible issues that are happening,
but at the same time it was nice to be with other people,”
Rebekah Geller ’23 said. As it was a school strike, few
protestors were older than 23.
In the middle of the protest, organizers instructed the
protestors to lie down on the ground for five minutes as
part of a “die in,” where the crowd looked as if it were
dead, to highlight the millions of people that have and will
die as a result of climate-enhanced disasters. The hot sun
beat down on their silent and motionless bodies.
Though the group had to walk quickly and sometimes
even run back to the station, they left the protest in high
spirits. “It gave me hope for the future,” Levin said. Lior
Gamliel ’24 was also moved by the strike. “It really inspired me to continue to be an activist for climate change.”
Back at Penn station, the group parted ways, ready to
tell stories of the strike to all those who stayed at school.
Rubin reflected, “Do what you can. There’s different
ways to support and help the climate. Even if you’re not
[striking], there’s always ways to help.”

Traci Wright becomes Upper School Principal
by CATE COCHRAN ’23
Former Upper School Dean of Students Traci Wright became the new Upper
School Principal after Head of School Dan
Paradis announced in a June 29 message
that Patricia Porcarelli had chosen to resign at the end of last school year.
Paradis noted Wright’s “respect for and
belief in our students’ capacity for positive learning and growth simply knows no
bounds.”
Wright is excited to take on this new
role and help students and faculty as the
school continues to face Covid.
“A big thing is how we are buildinG
community this year,” Wright said. “Since
we haven’t been here for a year and a half,
how do we bring back some of those things
that students love that are essential to student life?”
Wright will draw from and expand
upon her former role as Upper School
Dean of Students – where she mostly fo-
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Alex Norbrook ’22
discusses how optimism is important in the fight for climate change. P.4

cused on student life – to begin working
with parents and faculty as well. She hopes
to focus on broader parts of the community
like how teachers teach in the classroom
and how students learn.
Wright is thrilled to work closely with
the Interim Upper School Dean of Students Elliott Huntsman. Huntsman is excited about Wright’s new role, and about
the progress they plan to make this school
year.
“I’m very lucky to be working with
someone as thoughtful and inspired as Traci. It’s also invaluable, as someone new to
this job, to have the person who did the job
so well for so long right next to me to offer the wisdom of experience,” Huntsman
said. “Traci has so many good ideas and
so much energy – it’s been great working
alongside her so far.”
Class senator Ridgely Smith ’23 agreed
with Huntsman. “Traci’s care for the stu-
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Zoe Pickard ’23 and Margot
Kohn ’24 dive into the lives
of 14 new faculty members, embarrassing stories and all. P.6

dents and the overall well-being of our
community as well as her selflessness and
reliability are unmatched and will serve
the Upper School well,” she said. Smith
hopes Wright will be in the position for a
long time to give a sense of consistency
to the Upper School, and looks forward to
her next two years of Upper School with
Wright in charge.
One quirky aspect of Wright’s transition
to her new role is the decision to keep her
old office. It was made partly because her
office is larger, has more light, and a better
view than the previous principal’s office.
“Since we’ve had so many principals
who have occupied the “principal’s office”
and none have stayed long, I saw it as an
omen of sorts,” Wright said. “I decided the
chances of my staying in the principal’s
role might be better if I stay put,” she said.
Wright is hoping to accomplish great
things and take advantage of new opportu-
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Lucia Keleman ’24 showcases her
favorite songs from the past few
months and details their strengths. P.10

nities this year. “This is a place that I really
believe in, and I believe in the philosophy
of the school and I believe in the mission
of the school,” Wright said. “I think it’s an
exciting time to take the helm of a school
with students who can really accomplish
great things.” Wright is ready to put her
heart into this role. She hopes to help the
Park community challenge themselves,
grow, and reach their greatest potential.
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Upper School Principal Traci Wright happily
greets students on the first day of school.
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Will Peres ’23, Alina
Glass ’22, John Apostolo
’23, and Margot Kohn ’24
spotlight each fall sport and seek to understand what makes
the teams unique. P.11
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EDITORIAL

Prepare.
The Upper School is back, and
we’re back with a spark. The energy
and excitement of a new year can be
felt by all, whether it’s in our classrooms or on our turf.
The record-breaking number of new
freshmen and faculty have already
worked their magic, bringing fresh
perspectives and ideas.
Teachers have prepared for the
school year by completing training for
the new Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion curriculum, creating engaging and
informative plans for their classes, and
dedicating themselves to their work
and their students.
Sports teams spend their days preparing on the courts and fields as they
move up conferences, challenge themselves, and learn new skills.
Clubs prepare by taking on new
members and leadership positions.
They are ready to create change.
The administration prepares by laying out plans to build our curriculum
and community. They create spaces for
students to feel comfortable and offer
support to the student body in all of its
endeavors.
As we write this, the two of us prepare. We prepare for the school year,

THE

for our first Postscript issue together,
for our new team of editors, but most
importantly, for you.
We are ready to dive into this role
and discover the truth about The Park
School: What makes this place so special? How can we become an even
stronger community? What are we
missing?
We prepare to uncover the Park
School experience, share it with you
all, and improve it as much as we can
in our time as Editors-in-Chief of The
Postscript. We need you to prepare as
well.
Prepare to show up.
Prepare to be engaged.
Prepare to change the narrative.
Prepare to ask the hard questions.
Prepare for us.
Take the reins of your journey here
and use your voice. Share your beliefs
with the community and with us.
Prepare yourselves for this year.
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Back in person at the start of the 2021-22 school year, students enjoy the opportunity to
interact with teachers and their peers.

Students begin classes with enthusiasm
by OLIVER MACK’ 24
After more than a year and a half, Upper School students are back in person five
days a week. As we all resume our typical school routines, students are getting a
strong feel for their fall semester classes.
With so many new teachers and courses, Park’s Program of Studies has expanded considerably. So far, the air in the Upper
School has been exuberant.
Even though we are only three weeks
into the new year, 85 percent of Upper
School students who responded to a survey rating their classes either love or are
satisfied with their classes so far. “I really love my teachers, and the environment

that they’ve created for learning. They are
all extremely passionate about the subject
they teach, and that energy can be felt,”
Noah Bender ’24 said.
Students are also excited to break out
of the virtual schedule. “I like the handson interactions,” Naomi Hicks ’23 noted.
Some students have suggestions about
what they would like to see changed that
would improve their year. “I’d like some
clarity on how long homework will take,”
Emma West ’25 said.
Bender would like teachers to mix up
their lesson plans a little more. “I’d like

a little more variety of activities in some
classes,” he said. Some would like less lecture-style teaching. Others feel their class
sizes are unsafe with so many students
in one room. “I just feel like some of my
classes are too crowded,” William Wu ’22
said.
There is a wide variety of courses that
fill the Upper School Program of Studies,
but according to students, there are a few
missing they would like to see implemented next year. Tanya Dove ’22 would like to
see a forensics course. “I really wanted to
take this course but it wasn’t offered this
year,” she said.

Bender discussed how he would like
a journalism course. “A class about journalism or media is something I would love
to see in the Program of Studies,” he said.
Others suggested courses such as SAT
prep, neuroscience or psychology, sign
language, social science, and additional
languages.
Students are all around enthusiastic
about being back in person, working with
their classmates, and having active in-class
discussions. They greatly appreciate the
faculty for putting together an arsenal of
new and revamped courses as we head into
an exciting new year.
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Elliott Huntsman new role: Dean of Students
by TOMER NUSINOV ’24
From chairing the Upper School science department,
to running advanced music groups, to leading Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) programs, Elliott Huntsman
has been at the heart of the Park community for the past
17 years.
This past summer, after Traci Wright’s promotion
from Dean of Students to Upper School Principal, Huntsman added another role to his list: Interim Upper School
Dean of Students.
When approached with the opportunity, Huntsman
happily accepted. “For me, the idea of being a big part of
student life was really exciting,” he said. “Traci has been
incredibly influential to me in terms of how I approach
being here and working in this school,” Huntsman continued.
Describing himself as a “jack of all trades,” he has

always been actively involved in many different parts of
the school. As the new Dean of Students, he intends to use
what he has learned over the years to oversee important
aspects of student life.
While he is excited, Huntsman initially had some hesitations. The position is a major time commitment, and
with a young family, Huntsman knew that this balancing
act might not be easy. Additionally, this position comes
with high expectations and standards – another source of
hesitation.
Still, Huntsman was ready to step into the role. He will
primarily be responsible for extracurricular activities and
clubs, including student government, advisories, and orientations. He also helps with disciplining students when a
rule or community norm is broken.
“The most important thing is that students feel like I’m

here to make their lives better,” Huntsman said. His hope
is to build a trusting rapport with students and serve as a
resource for them.
Huntsman encourages students to approach him with
ideas, things they want changed, or concerns about protocols. “Finding ways to make sure people understand how
and why decisions get made is really, really important, because they might not like the decision,” Huntsman said,
“but if they understand how it got made, they can at least
continue to respect the person or the process.”
A highlight for Huntsman is working with such a dedicated and talented group of administrators, staff, and assistants. “It’s a nice team, and they are incredibly valuable,”
he said. Huntsman looks forward to taking on his new administrative role as an advocate, educator, and resource for
the school community.

Huntsman helped to organize freshman orientation, a multi-day event in August
that introduced freshmen and new students to the Upper School. The event layed
down expectations and norms for incoming students. It also helped foster a
sense of community for the class of 2025.
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Each morning, Huntsman greets students and checks them in using Magnus
Health Screening, thermometer in hand. He takes the time to create personal
connections with each student who walks into the building.

Katie Ackley steps into role of Director of Nursing Services
by Samantha Solomon ’22
After bidding farewell
to Director of Nursing Services Jan Brant, the health
deparment welcomes Katie
Ackley.
Ackley grew up in Hershey, Pennsylvania and
has always had a passion
for helping others. In her
youth, the sciences grabbed
her academic interest, especially because she had
a family full of nurses. In
high school, Ackley decided to do an internship
at Penn State Hospital and
spent her junior and senior
years after school in different units of the hospital.
“I have never wanted
to be anything else, and
I’ve known that I wanted to be a nurse for a long
time,” Ackley explained.
She received her Bachelor of Science in Nursing at
Milton A. Hershey Medical
Center at Penn State University and enjoyed working for six years in the Pe-

diatric Intensive Care Unit.
Then, while living in Towson, she had her daughter and started working at
GBMC in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).
After six years there, Ackley heard about the open
position of Director of
Nursing Services through
word of mouth. 		
“I was instantly excited.
Park is a wonderful place
and I knew I wanted to be
part of the community,” she
said.
Ackley knew that it was
time for a change in her
life. She had been taking
care of very sick infants
and children for years, and
the job was physically and
emotionally
exhausting.
When thinking about the
transition to her new role,
she feels refreshed; Ackley finds helping children
rewarding. She enjoys
watching them develop as
healthy individuals and
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Portrait of Nurse Ackley. Ackley not only completes Covid
testing and contact tracing, but also handles health issues
that aren’t related to Covid.

strong learners.
“The job so far has been
busy, but great. Being a
nurse at Park means taking
care of the whole community, not only right now
with the focus on Covid,
but in the long term,” Ackley said.
In the morning, she focuses on communication
with families and dealing
with possible Covid symptoms in students, faculty, or
families. She spends much
of her time conducting
contact tracing, all while
helping students throughout the day. Her schedule
is packed, and she often
finds herself working after
school hours. Ackley looks
forward to this school year
and stepping into a leadership position.
“They are big shoes to
fill, but I am excited about
it. I love being able to develop relationships with not
only the students, but the

families as well,” Ackley
said. “It’s a lot of trust, with
parents and kids, but I am
ready for it.”
So far, Ackley finds
the environment extremely supportive. “Everyone
works as a team and that
is so special to me, and the
Park community has been
so kind and welcoming,”
she said.
When Ackley is not
handling Covid concerns
or talking with students,
faculty, or families, she is
busy spending time with
her four-year-old and six
year-old. After working
night shifts at GBMC and
Penn State Children’s Hospital, her children are excited to spend this time with
her. When she finds time to
relax, Ackley embroiders,
rides a Peloton bike, or
bakes. But for now, Ackley’s main focus is keeping the entire community
healthy and safe.
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The case for climate opti mism
Choosing hope in the face of a climate catastrophe
by ALEX NORBROOK ’22
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Students lay on the ground for five minutes to honor the millions of people who have fallen victim to disasters exacerbated by climate change. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change of the United Nations, stronger action
must be taken to limit the worst effects of climate change.

fore we had to leave. A veteran climate activist stood
up on the wooden platform
and began to speak. She
worked on Al Gore’s climate team in the ’90s, and
spoke about her time there.
She was part of an anti-war
climate organization, and
after hearing fiery speeches
from younger activists I expected her speech would go
over the benefits of individual action or something of

“

“... Hope is not like a lottery ticket you
can sit on the sofa and clutch, feeling lucky. I
say this because hope is an axe you can break
down doors with in an emergency; because
hope should shove you out the door... Hope
calls for action; action is impossible without
hope.”
- Rebecca Solnit, Hope in the Dark

“

As soon as I stepped
off the train at Union Station on the morning of the
Global Climate Strike, excitement grew within me;
in just a few short hours,
I’d join hundreds of other
people outside the Capitol
Building to demand a better
future. I looked forward to
people my age stepping up
to a microphone and energizing the crowd that stood
before them. I awaited a
dose of solidarity amidst
the climate cataclysm
around me.
But at the protest, I only
heard words of despair and
righteous anger. The activists who spoke tried to motivate us by their fear of the
climate catastrophe. I commended them for drawing
attention to the systemic
nature of our climate crisis,
but for the most part was
left with a bitter taste in my
mouth. This is the general
narrative that has been used
for at least the past 20 years
to get people to act: “We
need to do something or
we’ll be doomed.”
At the protest, it was
more nuanced: “We need to
act now or else corporations
will kill even more of us,
especially disadvantaged
and discriminated-against
people.”
This argument is clearly a powerful one, having
brought millions into the
movement. But I don’t
think it can sustain us for
much longer.
The narratives propagated by climate activists are
pretty terrifying. So, when
we only talk about how
horrible our present is and
our future will be if nothing is done, we give people within the movement a
burst of energy to act. But
I often find once the energy
that ‘climate fear’ gives me
has worn off, I’m left more
despairing than before.
I’m not the only one
feeling this way. Fifty-nine
percent of young people
think humanity is doomed,
according to a study published in Lancet Planetary
Health, and forty-five percent of people aged 16-25
in the study said that climate anxiety prevents them
from functioning normally
every day. We only heard
something different just be-

that sort. But after telling
her story a bit, she asked
us a question: What would
you do for society if you
had $750 billion (our current US military budget)?
People from the crowd
shouted out:
“Healthcare for everyone!”
“Housing for the homeless!”
“Unionized green jobs!”
“Civilian
Climate

Corps!”
A tide of enthusiasm
swept across the crowd. For
the first time at the strike,
we envisioned a better future. We all pitched in to
forge this dream scenario.
Up until that point, everyone had spoken passionately about the future they
feared, that they wanted to
avoid. Or, they called us
to “save the world” in an
impossibly abstract way.
But this veteran activist reminded us of the future we
actually want. Her focus
wasn’t only on how we can
mitigate climate change,
but how we can do that
while making life better for
everyone.
Pursuing that future
needs to replace the despair that has dominated
the climate movement until
only recently. The Sunrise
Movement has popularized ‘militant optimism,’ a
philosophy that casts away
‘doom and gloom’ climate
visions by reframing our
goal. We don’t just want to
survive – we want to thrive.
This is more than just
abstract hope. We imagine
not what the 21st century
will lack, but what we can
bring to it. Our hope, our
militant optimism, pushes us to act. We are more
strongly motivated when
we can chart a course towards an enviable vision
than when we steer away
from a vision that paralyzes
us with fear.
Rebecca Solnit says it
best in her book Hope in
the Dark: “... Hope is not
like a lottery ticket you can
sit on the sofa and clutch,
feeling lucky. I say this because hope is an axe you
can break down doors with
in an emergency; because
hope should shove you out
the door... Hope calls for
action; action is impossible
without hope.”
I hope that militant optimism will bring us beyond
our leaders’ half-hearted
attempts at climate action.
I know it can reinvigorate
despondent climate activists and ease the despair of
young people, and that it
can connect climate with
other movements working
for change.
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Rivalr y Day brings fierce competition
by PENNY CELTNIEKS ’22

The leaves begin to fall
and excitement grows as
we near October 16. The
six-year-long tradition of
Rivalry Day and homecoming night is finally back.
For those who have never experienced either, Rivalry Day is our multi-sport
version of the archetypal
football game against our
“friendly” rival, the Friends
School of Baltimore. This
full exciting day is followed by a lively homecoming night.
All the fall sports, Boys’
JV and Varsity Soccer, Girls’ Varsity Soccer, MS A
Girls’ Soccer, MS A Boys’
Soccer, Girls’ Varsity Field
Hockey, MS Girls’ Field
Hockey, Boys’ Varsity
Cross Country, Girls’ Varsity Cross Country, and
Girls’ Varsity Tennis, will
participate in this year’s rivalry day.
After a full day of watching Park and Friends go
head to head for the Rivalry Day cup, Park will host
a student council-run informal homecoming dance
for the entire Upper School
student body. Park’s spin
on this classic high school
custom results in a perfect
Saturday filled with fun
activities, school spirit,
dancing, and of course,
some good old-fashioned
rivalry.
Six years ago, “Dan
Paradis and the head of
Friends got together and
discussed ways to improve
school spirit and thought
athletics would be a great
spark. The Athletic Leadership team loved the idea
and I was excited to bring
back the rivalry I experienced when I was in high
school,” womens’ athletic

director Robin Lowe ’84
said when explaining the
origin of Rivalry Day.
Each year, Park and
Friends switch off who
hosts. This year, it would
have been Park, but with a
year missed due to Covid,
it switched back to Friends.
Rivalry Day started as a
purely fall athletic event
for the Upper School, but
as years passed, more teams have been added. For
example, we have middle
school sports teams participating in Rivalry Day along
with the Upper School.
Before Covid, Bruins
Athletic Council (BAC)
suggested having a second
Rivalry Day in the spring
with sports such as lacrosse,
softball and baseball. Unfortunately, due to a missed
year and lots of setbacks,
Rivalry Day is staying just
as it is, focusing on fall MS
and US athletics.
However, there is hope
for more community events
prior to Saturday. The Friday night prior to Rivalry
Day may be a time for tailgating on Park’s campus.
A possible outdoor get-together to get the entire Upper School excited for the
coming day may be in the
works.
“As far as Covid protocols go, we will be following whatever Friends’
protocol is on their campus,” Lowe said.
Lowe longs to have the
Rivalry Day cup back in
her office, “It’s time for us
to win it back,” she said.
Boys’ Varsity Soccer
co-captain Soren Meyers
’22 expressed how eager
the team is. “I am pumped,
and I can tell the team is ready to go and is hungry for

a win.”
“I think that, although
we have not played in two
years, our team has been
putting a lot of effort into
this season so far,” Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey
co-captain Gabby Goldstein ’22 said. “I have already noticed so much improvement and I am super
excited.”
As a school, we all hope
to see some great games
and get that cup back in
Lowe’s office. “Let’s show
Friends what we’re made
of,” she said.
Win or lose, the evening
after Rivalry Day is always
spent back at Park for our
US homecoming.
“It’s a rite of passage for
students,” principal Traci
Wright said. Students will
spend hours singing, dancing, and celebrating as
a community as the night
progresses.
“We are going to do
everything we can to keep
everyone safe and honor
our community agreement,” she continued. All
the same, vaccine cards or
negative tests will not be
required of Park students,
since it is a school sponsored event. If students wish
to bring a friend outside of
school, they might be able
to do so, but there may be a
guest protocol.
The main part of homecoming is usually the dancing, but Wright hopes to
add in some other activities,
such as a bonfire or light-up
frisbees out on the meadow.
With the absence of many
enjoyable activities last
year, there is a desire for an
especially memorable homecoming this year.

Game plan: “Bre ak the Quakes”
8:00am

Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Cross Country

9:00am

Middle School Field Hockey, A

10:00am

Field Hockey, Varsity

11:30am

Soccer, Boys’ JV

12:00pm

Soccer, Girls’ A

12:30pm

Tennis, Girls’ Varsity

1:15pm

Soccer, Boys’ Varsity

1:45pm

Soccer, Boys’ A

3:00pm

Soccer, Girls’ Varsity

Location TBD

(Field 5: Deering Field)
(Field 5: Deering Field)
(Field 6: Deering Field)

(Field 3: Football Field)
(Tennis Courts)

(Field 6: Deering Field)
(Field 3: Football Field)
(Field 6: Deering Field)
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Bruno, school mascot, cheers on Kelly Field.

Students adjust to normal schedule
by OLIVER MACK ’22
With the start of the new school year
comes a long-awaited sense of normalcy.
Although masks are still required indoors,
students now attend school five days a
week, following the same schedule as they
did pre-Covid. This has been met with lots
of enthusiasm, especially from students
who have not yet experienced a “normal”
year in Park’s Upper School.
Although many students returned to
school in person last year, they still feel a
noticeable difference between online and
full in-person learning, particularly the
benefit of the more social atmosphere of
traditional learning. “I can now interact and
problem solve with my peers and teachers
more easily compared to on Zoom,” Lila
Campagna ’24 said. Molly Ross ’24 agreed
that it has been a much better experience.
“I find it easier to concentrate in class and
I feel like I’m learning a lot more,” she explained.
While it is exciting to return to our normal routine, it is important to remember
that this large-scale change will take time
to get used to. Among the many differences from last year’s schedule, Wednesdays
are now “normal” school days, rather than
their pandemic function as a time to meet
with teachers, catch up on homework, and
go to clubs. This has been met with mixed
opinions from the student body.
Campagna appreciated the relaxed
schedule on Wednesdays, despite her enthusiasm for returning to a normal school
year. “I wish Park had kept Wednesdays
as more of an open day like last year for
at least the beginning of the school year,”
Campagna explained. “I haven’t even gone
in five days yet this year, but I still feel a

little drained because I am going from isolation to socialization.”
Ethan Abel ’22 shared this opinion, who
mentioned that he “liked having Wednesdays off a lot, but we have always come to
school five days a week and I don’t think it
will be very hard to get used to.” Many students, including Ross, believe that this is
a necessary step toward a normal learning
environment. “I think five days a week will
be hard to get used to at first, and somewhat overwhelming, but overall it will be
beneficial,” she said.
With all of the positive aspects of returning to a normal school year, such as a
regular schedule, sports seasons, and socialization, it is clear that students’ experiences have greatly improved. However,
safety is still a very important concern.
“I think it’s definitely safe. I don’t feel
like I’m in danger of getting Covid, especially with all of the protocols in place,”
Abel said. Ross agreed, saying that she
feels “pretty safe at school, especially
since masks are still required inside.”
Even with this sense of safety, many
students feel that it could be taken a step
further by requiring that everyone receives
the Covid vaccine. “Bonding and spending
a lot of quality time with our peers is really important for a teenager’s development,
and with the vaccine we can do that with a
lot less anxiety,” Campagna said.
Although it is a significant change from
last year, this school year is off to a great
start. As the pandemic is brought under
control and students and faculty get accustomed to their busy schedules, the community is optimistic about the coming school
year.
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Fourteen new faculty memb
by ZOE PICKARD ’23 MARGOT KOHN ’24

Salvador Barajas
English

Born in Mexico City, Barajas immigrated to Oxnard in Southern California
when he was a child. He has six siblings:
three brothers and three sisters. Before
joining Park, Barajas worked at the Peabody Conservatory of Johns Hopkins University and the Maryland Institute College
of Art.
Fun fact: Barajas once walked on smoldering coals by accident.

Sonja Hayes

History

Hayes is joining the community from
the Greenhill School in Addison, Texas,
where she held many positions, including
Upper School history teacher, librarian,
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Co-Coordinator, and assistant cheer coach. Hayes is
from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, also known
as “the Red Stick.” She earned her Bachelor’s degree and first Master’s degree from
Southern University A&M College and got
her second Master’s from Louisiana State
University. She’s a “College Volleyball
Mom” to her son and has a dog.
Fun fact: Hayes can play the flute and
piccolo. She once even played in the international special Olympics band when the
Olympics took place in Louisiana!

Samuel Chapin
History

Chapin last worked at Deerfield Academy, a co-ed boarding school in the Connecticut River Valley of Western Massachusetts. He is from Raleigh, North
Carolina and has an older sister who lives
in D.C.
Embarrassing story: One time, in the
winter, Chapin was visiting Civil War
monuments with his old school. It was
snowy and icy. He slipped and fell on his
face in front of the whole class. That day,
Chapin did not teach a lesson on the Civil
War, but rather on why you should not
wear dress shoes in the snow.

Paul Christensen
Arts

This is not Christensen’s first year
at Park. Last year, he was a Proctor and
Teacher’s Assistant in the Middle School.
Before that, he was the Head of Stage
Design and Production at the Baltimore
School for the Arts. He spent his childhood
in Northern California, moved to Northern
New Jersey in his teenage years, and as a
young adult he moved around New England as a member of several theater companies. He now lives in Towson with his
wife, daughter, dog, and cat.
Embarrassing story: In 2014, Christensen was manning a cannon when it exploded. Ask him to show you photos.

Left to right: Samuel Chapin, Tara Northcott, Alexis Hudes, Caroline Ingram, Blair Northcott, Garrett Ruley, Sonja Hayes, Elizabeth Ransom, Anne Porter, H

David Fenigstein

Alexis Hudes
Science

History

Fenigstein is joining Park from LookThink, a user experience firm. He is from
Gambier, Ohio and has two younger brothers. He also plays ultimate frisbee and softball.
Fun Fact: Fenigstein can name up to 50
types of metal. Ask him to prove it.

Hudes ’16 is joining Park (and her
brother, Paul Hudes ’23) from the Full
Circle School in Bernardston, Massachusetts. She grew up in Baltimore and attended Bates College in Maine where she
studied Physics, played Ultimate Frisbee,
and worked as a student employee of the
Multifaith Chaplaincy.
Embarrassing story: In 9th grade at
Park, she dropped a light off of the catwalk
in the Meyerhoff Theater at the very first
Tech Crew meeting of the year. It took off
the armrest of a chair, and the bulb shattered everywhere.

Ingram grew up in the D.C. area, and
taught high school history in Philadelphia.
She has coached field hockey and basketball teams, advised a few clubs, and is excited to get involved in activities here at
Park and in Baltimore.
Special skill: She is really good at finding four-leaf clovers.

Science

Caroline Ingram
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bers bring fresh perspectives

Elizabeth Ransom
Spanish

Ransom grew up in Cleveland, Ohio.
She learned to speak Spanish during the
three years she lived in Chile working as
a volunteer with a Catholic organization
that also sent Chileans to work as volunteers in the U.S. When she returned to the
U.S., Ransom began teaching Spanish at
a public school in Maine. She has also
taught at independent schools in New Jersey and Maryland.
Fun fact: Ransom was once ‘stiffed’ by
a future hall of fame pitcher while working as a server in a restaurant in Cleveland. She went around telling everyone
his name before she matured. It was Pedro Martínez.

Garrett Ruley
Math

Ruley grew up in Asheville, North
Carolina, and ended up moving back to
Asheville for two years after graduating
from college in Philadelphia. Before coming to Park, he ran a restaurant group and
worked as a tech consultant for social justice nonprofits. Ruley is interested in how
mathematics affects our society, both in
the past and in the present.
Embarrassing story: Ruley worked as
a restaurant cook after high school, and
on his second day of a new job, dropped
five gallons of tomato soup on the floor of
the walk-in refrigerator. He still feels bad
about it to this day.

Hatley Clifford
English

Photo courtesy Zoe Pickard ’23

Hatley Clifford, Salvador Barajas. Not pictured: Akira Townes, David Fenigstein, Paul Christensen.

Tara Northcott
Tech Coordinator

Northcott is from Fairborn, Ohio and
has been teaching in both public and private schools for 22 years. Her undergraduate degree is in Elementary Education, her
Master’s of Education is in Technology
Leadership, and she has a PhD in Educational Technology from Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand.
Fun fact: Northcott loves to travel; she
once even spent a summer working at a
hostel in Greece.

Blair Northcott
Science

Northcott grew up in New Plymouth,
North Island, New Zealand. He attended
the University of Auckland, where he
earned a BSc degree, Massey Teacher’s
College for a Diploma in Education, and
the Victoria University of Wellington for
his PhD in the Educational Psychology
Department.
Fun fact: Northcott’s best talent is his
Yoda impersonation (according to his
son).

Clifford used to work at the Indiana
Academy at Ball State University. She is
originally from Texas, but moved 11 times
before she turned 11. Clifford has three older
sisters, two cats, and one dog. She loves
traveling (when there’s not a pandemic),
soccer, music, and going on adventures with
her partner.
Embarrassing story: It was too embarrassing to share.

Akira Townes
DEI Fellow

Anne Porter
History

Porter grew up on an island off the coast
of Maine with a population of around 300
people. She attended graduate school to
become a university professor, but realized that all the teachers she really admired
taught at the high school level. She is coming from a school in San Francisco and has
worked at three other independent schools.
Fun fact: Porter was arrested three times
for protesting the Gulf War, which happened during her freshman year of college.

Akira Townes ’13 went to Park before
going to Bates College to get a bachelor’s
degree in biology. Her final class to get
her degree was scuba diving, which she is
proud to say she got an A in. She worked at
Americorps doing restorative justice work
before focusing on mental health and substance abuse. Townes then went to the University of Washington to get her master’s
degree in public health. From there, she
started concentrating on DEI (Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion).
Embarrassing story: One time, when
she was in kindergarten, Townes’ mother
made her wear an outfit that she hated.
Later that day, Townes was sitting on
the ground. When she stood up, her skirt
stayed on the ground. She remembers the
embarrassment to this day.
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New student clubs promote affinity and advocacy

by JOSH SOLOMON ’24

As we start the school year with exciteWhile the priority of the club is to sup- Doyle-Hines ’22 kickstarted Future Mediment and anticipation for classes, teachers, port students with learning differences, cal Professionals of America (FMPA) this
and students, we also welcome new clubs Goles welcomes all students who feel they year, a club open to any student who wants
into the Upper School.
need extra help or support.
Helping Hands, founded by seniors Car- The club will have converrie Wyman ’22 and Mina Gollogly ’22, sations about learning difwill run for the full schol year for the first ferences and what they look
time. Founded last Spring, the club focuses like at Park, share learning
on raising funds, which they use to buy tricks, and discuss how to
necessities like food, water, toiletries and advocate and communicate
clothing, for homeless individuals in Balti- with teachers about learnmore City. The group places the items into ing plans.
care packages to give directly to those in
Goles is grateful to have
need.
the support of learning re“Since Middle School, we’ve been giv- source teacher, Karyn Fishing out care packages to those in need,” er, as her faculty advisor.
Wyman said. “But we thought it would be “The club would not be
great to incorporate it into a club because possible without her,” Go- Patchwork club meets for the first time.
we need all the help we can get.”
les said. Like Minds also
Wyman and Gollogly are excited to have hopes to mentor Middle School students to learn from medical professionals about
Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclu- and teach them how to advocate for them- their journeys towards their careers. Many
sion, Courtney Rollins, as their faculty ad- selves.
students have shown interest in the club,
visor. They hope to give back to the comSeniors Adanna Okoluku ’22 and Allie and the leaders are eager for more newmunity with all hands on
comers.
deck.
“I’m looking forward to having the first
Hoping to create an afAfrican-American professor of ophthalfinity group for students
mology in the history of the John Hopkins
with learning differences
Wilmer Eye Institute talk to our club,”
and learning plans, Lila
Okoluku said.
Goles ’22 formed the
Patchwork, a place for students with
club Like Minds.
chronic illnesses, disabilities, or other
“I started this club behealth issues, added its name to the list of
cause I had noticed that
clubs this year. Created by Emma Bilger
a lot of students with our
’22 and Julia Van Der Marel ’23, the clubnew [learning] plans at
will provide opportunities for members
Park were not feeling
to discuss their symptoms and learn more
very supported,” Goabout disabilities. “It’s a place to find comles said. “I came from
munity,” member Aleister Ward ’24 said in
Jemicy School, at which
an Upper School assembly. The leaders enI learned a lot about my
courage people without disabilities to join
photo by Carrie Wyman ’22
learning differences and Care packages assembled by Helping Hands.
in on club meetings, too.
how to deal with them.”
Freshmen are also taking initiative to cre-

ate student clubs. Kaya Gehlbach ’25 and
Nina Wali ’25 have brought the Multiracial Affinity Group into the Upper School.
Their goal is to allow students to explore all different parts of their racial
identities and to connect
with others that share
similar experiences.
“We started the club because we felt that there
wasn’t a space for people
of multiple races to be
fully who they are and not
have to pick one side,”
Gehlbach ’25 said. “We
are both multiracial, so
photo by Rainer Becker ‘22
this is something we have
experienced and wanted to
provide a safe space so others wouldn’t
have to experience this [feeling].”
Gehlbach ’25 and Wali ’25 led the multiracial affinity group in Middle School and
created their club to expand on the work
that they have already done. They look
forward to building a community of multiracial students by enjoying food together, sharing stories, and having discussions
about personal experiences.
The group does not have an official faculty adviser, but Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Fellow Akira Townes is temporarily facilitating the club. Gehlbach ’25
and Wali ‘25 hope to receive more students
interested in their affinity group and create
a safe space for multiracial students of the
Upper School.
This year, student advocacy seems to be
a theme within these clubs. With the early
success and popularity that new clubs have
brought into the Upper School, the future
of Park clubs looks bright.

Word on t h e st re et: t he D elta v ar i ant at s ch o ol
by ALEX NORBROOK ’22
Over the summer, many
thought that, following
vaccinations, Covid would
recede into the background
of Park life. For a brief moment, fully-vaccinated Park
students expected to return
to school without a mask
requirement. Then, Delta
came. Within a month, it
dashed any hope of a return
to pre-Covid life.
With a contagion rate
roughly two times that of
the original Covid variant,
Delta now accounts for
more than 99 percent of all
Covid cases in the country.
The variant has a higher
transmission rate among
vaccinated individuals as
well as their unvaccinated
peers compared to the original virus. It appears that
Delta-infected vaccinated
individuals carry the virus
for shorter periods of time,
reducing the chance that
they transmit the virus to
others.

Thus, the Delta variant
poses a large risk to our
community. Park now requires all students and faculty to wear masks and fill
out health screening forms
using the Magnus app, similar to last year.
Some rules from hybrid
school last year have been
relaxed: students must stay
three feet away from each
other, rather than six. Yet,
students now must get tested for Covid every week:
an extra measure implemented as a result of Delta.
Five students share their
perspective on the Delta
variant at Park.

Nick Tsoulfidis ’22:
With Park’s Covid protocols, I’m not too concerned about it [Delta]
within the school. I think
we’re pretty good at making sure no one’s coming
to school sick.

Gabe Sachs ’24:
I think it is a concern. I
don’t really know what
other precautions we
would take aside from
going hybrid, which I really hope we don’t do.

Sami Zooker ’24:
It’s honestly really scary
and really bad timing. A
lot of people in the high
school age group have
moved on since people
have become vaccinated.
Since we’ve gone back
and began to be more
exposed to everybody,
we can’t really turn back
now.

Noah Fotenos ’23:
Park’s been doing decently in terms of Covid
safety. I’m personally not
super worried [about Delta] at Park but I do find it
concerning.

Lindsay Reamer ’23:
I feel pretty safe because
I’m vaccinated and I
know most of the people around me are, but I
would feel very different
if I was younger and unable to get the vaccine.
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Upcoming musical showcases everyday lives
by ALINA GLASS ’22
After last year’s Covid-restricted mockumentary musical, it’s time for a live one! This year’s muical, Working by Stephen Schwartz and Nina Faso, is a collection of
monologues based on Studs Terkel’s 1972 book Working:
People Talk About What They Do All Day and How They
Feel About What They Do.
Terkel was a popular radio personality and social activist. “He really cared about the workers and their plight,”
director Peter King said. “The book itself is this activist
piece of literature that promoted change in the workplace.”
The ensemble-lead show features many characters
talking about their various occupations, from a firefighter
to a stonemason. It differs from Terkel’s book in that it is
more of a celebration of work. “So much of what we do
and who we are is determined by our occupations,” King
said.
King also spoke to the eye-opening nature of Working.
“It’s opened my awareness about all the different things
that people do that we take for granted,” he said.
At 10 people, the cast is small. Luckily, the musical
was designed for a small cast where each person plays
three or even four roles. “It makes things more intimate,”
team captain Ian Smith ’22 said. “You really get to know
everyone,” team captain Sasha Lifchez ’22 added.
“I’m just really proud of the cast. We’re a small group
and they’re just diving in and working really hard,” King
said.
King chose Working because it could be easily
shifted to accommodate Covid restrictions if necessary.

Poster for fall musical Working

The monologues can be worked on separately at home,
and it has streaming rights, so a movie-style adaptation
would be an option.
Excitingly, the most likely scenario is a live performance in the Meyerhoff Theater with a distanced audience. “It feels good to be back in the theater and to be
doing theater similar to the way it was, even though we’re
still in a pandemic,” Smith said.
This year’s musical boasts more student leadership
than past ones. Isabella Otterbein ’22 is an assistant director. “As an assistant director, I’ve had a lot of fun working
with actors in developing their personal connection to the
characters they’re playing,” she said. “I’m looking forward to spending time on stage with the actors and being
creative with how we tel the story of so many different
individuals,” she added.
Sasha Lifchez ’22 is a team captain alongside Smith,
who is also choreographing with Eli Fox ’23. “This musical doesn’t have a lot of dance in it, so we thought it would
be a good opportunity for students to work on it [choreographing],” King said.
Another new leader is technical director Paul Christensen, who came from Batimore School for the Arts.
“He’s going to bring a new, creative perspective to everything,” King said.
Working will run from Thursday November 18 to Saturday November 20. Be sure to come out and support the
first live musical since 2019.

Image courtesy Lydia Smith ‘22

Donda provides easy enjoyment for listeners
by ARIELLE ADLER ’23

Kanye West’s tenth #1 album, Donda, is varied in
sound and lyrics. With aspects of gospel and hip-hop, similar to the tone of West’s earlier albums, Yeezus and Jesus
Is King, Donda takes listeners through various emotions as
the album progresses.
The album was released without any prior publicity,
and was a pleasant surprise for many. With Donda being
the first album after West’s separation from his wife, along
with the album being dedicated to his mother who passed
away, the expectations for West to create a groundbreaking album were tremendously high.
West initially announced the release date, June 24, on
his Instagram account. Two days before the alleged release
date, he hosted a live listening party in the Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta. The majority of the show consisted of
West standing in the center of the stadium, while the songs
in his album played. Whn the day of Donda’s release arrived, the album was not yet available to listeners. West
claimed that the album was not finished and that he had
more work to do. After several pushed-back release dates,
listening parties, and tweaks to the album, Donda finally
emerged on August 29th.
West had many struggles in his personal life while
creating this album, between his separation from Kim
Kardashian and a snowballing feud with prominent rapper
Drake. I was surprised by the cohesiveness of the album
despite all of the backlash he faced and is still facing to
this day. West was able to quickly put together a solid album with features from a myriad of rappers, including his
old collaborator JAY-Z and legendary singer and rapper
Lauryn Hill.
The album opens up with an eerie track titled “Donda
Chant,” a song with no instrumentals and a voice repeating “Donda” over and over in various tempos. The track
ends abruptly and the triumphant track “Jail” follows. The
track implements a noticeable change in mood, changing
the tone of the album from grief to glory.

Image courtesy Variety.com

West does not yet have a public statement
about the reasoning why he used this black
square is the album cover for Donda.

Image courtesy The New York Times

West points to the heavens at his Donda listening party in Atlanta.

West was able to harness the talents of some of the
most notable and talented rappers in the current hip-hop
industry. Playboi Carti and Fivio Foreign deliver two excellent verses on “Off The Grid,” possibly some of the
best of the entire album. The Weeknd’s angelic voice harmonizing with the synths in “Hurricane” gives the song
a holy and ethereal sound, fitting well with the gospel
themes in the album.
Being a huge fan of West’s music, I appreciate the
tracks on Donda that involve only West, and no one else.
“Lord I Need You,” what seems to be an ode to his exwife, is an example of this. West reflects on his divorce,
comes to terms with it, and learns to be thankful for what
he gained from the marriage.
Despite the many noteworthy moments of Donda,
there were quite a few low points that were hard to ignore.
The expectation was that this album would focus primarily on West’s mother. Though there are elements of the album that do relate to his mother, including the album title
and the intro track, there are still very few references to
her. Donda’s lack of direction is noticeable as you listen;
the theme of the album was inconsistent. There are noticeable topics such as religion, positivity, and sentimentality,
but these are broad topics that poorly narrate the album
and do not point to any dominant theme.
Donda is West’s longest album ever, running one
hour and 48 minutes long. The irregular length is not only
because of the 27 song-tracklist, but also because of tracks
like “Jesus Lord,” “Come to Life,” and others that exceed
four minutes. I feel that these songs worked well with the
album, and some were my personal favorites, but as the
tracks drag on, they become repetitive and worn out.
My opinion on Donda fluctuated as I listened to it.
Despite this, it is safe to say that, although it does not live
up to the high standards set by West’s previous albums or
the hype created by the album’s delay, it will live on as one
of his many notable albums, and an easy album to enjoy.
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Songs of the Summer: 2021

by LUCIA KELEMAN ’24
Doja Cat and SZA’s
“Kiss Me More” is a sensual, fun song about savoring romance in a relationship. While the tune’s
backing track is groovy,
and the general concept is
clever, I think the different
but equally fantastic vocal
performances are the most
interesting aspects of this
song. Doja’s voice is particularly bold, bright, and
passionate throughout her
verses. She seems genuinely high-spirited as she exclaims, “All on my tongue
I want it!” The joy and
exuberance she conveys
definitely helps lighten up
the song as a whole. SZA’s
vocals are exceptional from
a technical standpoint. Her
verse is melodically difficult, as it requires a wide
range and vocal agility.
Despite these major challenges, SZA manages to hit
every note, and do so with a
smooth, carefree tone. The
outstanding vocal prowess
of these two artists is undeniable, and I look forward
to hearing their future collaborative projects.
“MONTERO (Call Me
By Your Name)” served
as the lead single and title
track for Lil Nas X’s debut album, MONTERO.
Lil Nas fully embraces
his sexuality on this track,
and although its lyrics are
rather unremarkable, the
Latin-inspired instrumentation is captivating. Lyrically speaking, “MONTERO (Call Me By Your
Name)” lacks detail. Over
the course of two verses
and two short hooks, Lil
Nas sings about his infatuation with a rebellious,
attractive person. “I caught
it bad yesterday/You hit me
with a call to your place…
...Looking at the table all
I see is weed and white/
Baby you’re living the life,
but baby you ain’t living
right.” The “bad boy” love
interest is an overused
trope, and instead of elaborating on the situation, Lil
Nas states the basic facts
repeatedly; he has developed feelings for an unruly
person, and would do anything for him. I believe that
there is more detail in the
instrumentation than in the
lyrics. Guitar picking reminiscent of flamenco, a rich,
driving bassline, and fun
claps all blend together to
create this song’s Latin-in-

Top 10 mini-reviews

spired backing track. Each
instrumental element adds
to the seductive nature of
this tune, and together they
help “MONTERO” appear
unique against the backdrop of the many 80s-inspired pop songs released
this year. It is the instrumentation that keeps me
coming back to this track,
which certainly warrants a
lengthy dance session.
This cover song, performed by the glam rock
band Maneskin, was released in 2017 and made
a major comeback on
TikTok. I often take issue
with songs popularized by
TikTok, but the irregular
rhythms on this track and
Damiano David’s raspy
tone make “Beggin” an exception. During the tune’s
many breakdowns, or moments with minimal instrumentation, unconventional
rhythms take center stage
and give the arrangement a
unique flair. All the while,
lead singer Damiano David
uses his distinct vocal tone.
David’s rasp is present
throughout the whole song,
but is most obvious and enjoyable as he draws out the
opening line, “Put your lovin’ hand out, baby/’Cause
I’m beggin’.” Overall, this
cover is an eccentric, but
triumphant reimagination
of the classic Four Seasons
tune.
Songwriter and actress
Olivia Rodrigo first gained
widespread recognition for
leading roles in Disney sitcoms. However, due to the
successful release of her
debut album, SOUR, and
the pop-punk brilliance
of her single, “good 4 u,”
I believe that she has the
potential to achieve icon
status. “good 4 u” is a Paramore-inspired,
clever,
and realistic depiction of
teen bitterness. Overtop
the high-energy beat and
distorted guitar riff, Rodrigo sings fabulously quotable lines with a comically
sarcastic tone. “Good for
you/You look happy and
healthy/Not me/If you ever
cared to ask.” What’s more,
Rodrigo’s expressive vocal
performance adds passion
and theatricality to the listening experience. I recommend this track to anyone
seeking a lively throwback
to the early 2000s.

Image courtesy billboard.com

Image courtesy shop.dojacat.com

Billie Eilish sits on set in her music video for “when the
party’s over.”

1. “when the party’s over” - Billie Eilish
Enchanting - The depth and choral element of this song truly are
beautiful. There is minimal percussion, and the soft background
vocals leave you wanting more.

2. “Beggin’” - Måneskin
Unique - It has a different vibe and rhythm to it than most
other songs; the differences and rarities within the song bring it
together, and the ever-changing beat keeps you on your toes.

3. “Mystery of Love” - Sufjan Stevens
Image courtesy teenvogue.com

Lil Nas X stares into the eyes of a morphed version of himself
in the “MONTERO” music video.

Chill - This song makes me feel like I am floating in mid air and
I love it. The subtle guitar picking, the quiet vocals. The ambient noises and the calmness of this song bring me joy.

4. “invisible string” - Taylor Swift
Nostalgic - This song is intimate amd fulfilling; the instruments
and speed give the song meaning and sentimental value.

5. “bloodline” - Ariana Grande
Energetic -The Reggae influences in this song pull it all together, and are more modernized in a way. The whistle tones are a
great and upbeat addition to the tune.

6. “Gasoline” - Haim
Groovy - It has a slow groove to it, and the drums pull it all
together. A must-listen.

7. “Forgive Me” - Chloe x Halle
Image courtesy spotify.com

Powerful - Both Chloe and Halle are extremely talented, and
quite possibly are the next big thing in the music industry. “Forgive Me” brings us passion, energy, and the feeling of wanting
something more.

8. “Cool Girl” - dodie
Serene - Cool Girl is in part based on the movie Gone Girl, has
whisper-like background vocals, and is very calming.

9. “Let Me Love You Like A Woman” - Lana Del Rey
Classic - This song is quintessentially Lana Del Ray; her
authenticity and love shines through in the composition and
meaning of the lyrics.

10. “Black Parade” - Beyoncé

Image courtesy twitter.com

Olivia Rodrigo stands in her signature outfit in the “good 4
u” music video.

Inspiring - This song is special in that it shows Beyonce’s love
for herself, holds power in embracing identity, and in showing
the world who you are.
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FA L L S P O RT S U P DAT E S
by WILL PERES ’23

G i r l s ’ Va r s i t y S o c c e r
After missing out on last season due
to Covid, Girls’ Varsity Soccer is ready to
play against league opponents.
The team looks forward to improving
their skills in a very familiar environment,
having no seniors in their 2020 season.
Captains Carrie Wyman ’22, Julia Baran
’22, and Alina Glass ’22 are excited to see
what this year has in store. “Girls’ Varsity Soccer is back, and we are back with
a spark. I think we all feel it on the field
– the hustle, motivation, and pure drive is
unmatched. We have learned not to take
anything for granted, making this year’s
season even more meaningful,” Glass said.
Additionally, the team has added two
new coaches to the roster within the last
two years. Coaches Leo Alcoreza and
Andy Sanchez both train club teams outside of school, and know each other from
past work. The two are excited to put in the
work with Girls’ Varsity Soccer this year,
and for future years to come.

The team has already played three
games, entering the season on a winning
streak against an out-of-conference school,
Indian Creek, and in-conference school,
Garrison Forest. Girls’ Varsity Soccer won
4-1 against Garrison Forest, with freshman
Meredith White scoring a hat trick of three
goals.
This season is the first time freshmen
and sophomores have played against an inleague varsity opponent. “Having so many
new faces on the team is amazing. It is incredibly refreshing to know that so many
of these girls will be playing for the next
couple of years, and that they will keep
positively representing Park Girls’ Soccer,” Baran said.
“The team is looking good, and as long
as we continue to work as a unit and encourage each other to get better, I think we
have a great chance of having a successful
season, and even making a run at the championships,” Wyman said.

Girls’ Soccer Captain Carrie Wyman ’22 helps to lead the team, even in the toughest of
games.

Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey is ready
to begin a tough season as team members
prepare to face their competition in a new
conference. Because the team suffered
a major loss when nine seniors graduated, Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey looks for
younger faces who can help develop the
team for the future.
Captains Gabby Goldstein ’22 and Elisa Tuominen ’22 have offered strength and
leadership to the team. Goldstein entered
the season as the leading scorer for the two
scrimmages they played.
“I am really excited about the season so
far. We have a bunch of new players and
everyone seems to be invested and excited
about the program,” Tuominen said.
The team has substantially more underclassmen than upperclassmen.
“Every player, regardless of grade or
age, has the potential to improve, and we
have seen this both during practice and

in the scrimmages,’’ Goldstein said. “It is
definitely a shift from last year’s team, but
the younger players have been a great addition,” she continued.
After moving down a conference in
2016, Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey worked
hard to earn multiple high-win seasons and
even won a conference championship.
This season, the team is moving up to the
B Conference of the Interscholastic Athletic Association of Maryland (IAAM). They
missed their first opportunity to play in this
conference last year due to Covid-19. “I
think some of the games will certainly be
tough for us, but I know this team is up for
the challenge and we’re ready to improve
and build nicely as the season progresses,”
Coach Kara Hickok ’95 said.
Even in the midst of challenges such as
facing new competition and a team with
less experience, the Girls’ Varsity Field
Hockey team is ready for the road ahead.

Allie Doyle-Hines ’22 practices dribbling in between cones for precision and speed.

Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey

G i r l s ’ Va r s i t y Te n n i s
Girls’ Varsity Tennis looks to change
the stigma associated with Park Athletics
as they reach the highest level of competition in the Interscholastic Athletic Association of Maryland (IAAM).
With seven members of tennis graduating last season, many spots on varsity are
now open for a new look. “Our team is full
of new faces this year – in addition to three
new freshmen, we have two juniors who
are brand new to Park. They are all great
additions to the group,” Anna Stamatos ’22
said.
The three senior captains, Anna Stamatos, Leah Pickus, and Samantha Solomon,
are very excited about what this year’s
squad is capable of bringing to the season.
Stamatos ranks as number one within the
singles lineup and Solomon follows as a
close second.
Girls’ Varsity Tennis looks to face old
opponents as they move back to the A Conference after a complicated finals appear-

ance two years ago against Notre Dame
Prep. They are preparing to face even
greater competition, knowing their opponents’ skills have leveled up.
“I think moving up to A Conference
will definitely mean the matches are more
challenging. We have had only one official
match so far against Garrison Forest, and
although we lost, I think the whole team
played really well and showed a lot of
improvement since we started practice,”
Pickus ’22 said.
The coaching staff is similar to last
year’s with Neil Shipman and Betty Medalie returning as coaches. One new addition
is English teacher Sidney Bridges, who
expects to help out as an assistant coach
when he has time.
“This year, we have the chance to push
ourselves in matches and learn from our
mistakes. I can’t wait to watch our team
improve and succeed,” Solomon ’22 said.

photos courtesy Communications

Tennis captains (left to right): Leah Pickus ’22, Samantha Solomon ’22, and Anna Stamatos ’22. They provide enthusiam and support for their “A Conference debut.”
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B oys’ Cross C ount r y
by MARGOT KOHN ’24
Boys’ Cross Country is shifting into a new
gear this year. Last year, the team was split
up due to Covid, and much of the team’s
unity was lost. This year, they are reunited
and are working harder than ever to form
a cohesive team. The captains, Alex Norbrook ’22 and Noah Cyr ’22, along with
their new coach, Marc Mallonee, are up for
the challenge.
Boys’ Cross Country has a strong sophomore presence: nine of the fifteen members
are sophomores. For many, it is their first
year running official five-kilometer meets.
“Last year, we did not run any meets. I really feel like I lost some skills from that,
but now I am glad that everyone’s running
together,” said Jack Segal-Landon ’24.
The team has not competed in any Maryland Interscholastic Athletic Association
(MIAA) league meets yet.

However, the team has competed in two
invitationals, or meets with teams from
both public and private schools who run
outside of Park’s conference. The team ran
the Bull Run Invitational on September 18,
a race on one of the top three hardest courses in the nation.
Only one of the two seniors on the varsity team competed in the Small Varsity
Division. Norbrook ’22 came in 20th with
a time of 19:43.6. Cyr ’22, the team’s top
performer, was injured and unable to run,
but still attended the race to offer moral
support.
“I think the team has a lot of potential
to do well within the conference and potentially win it too,” Cyr said. “The new
coaches are great, and I can’t wait to see
how the team continues to develop under
their coaching.”

The team sprints across campus during an afternoon pratice.

An astonishing 17 runners are part of the
Girls’ Cross Country team this year. “It’s
very exciting. It’s the biggest team I’ve
had,” head coach Paula Smith, who is in
her fifth year of coaching, said. Smith leads
the team along with assistant coach Rachel
Battin.
Smith encourages a conversational style
of running, which a larger team caters to.
“It’s great because there are always people
to pair up and run together. The problem
with 17 [runners] is I feel like I’m always
counting because I don’t want to lose anybody,” Smith laughed.
The team is relatively young, having a
large number of freshmen. This creates
a unique dynamic, as the team’s leaders
come form sophomore and junior classes.
Despite this, the team is undefeated so
far and hopes to continue to dominate the
C conference. Mercy High School and
Catholic High School will be their biggest
competition.
“Fortunately we have them [Mercy] later
in the season, so we have time to prepare
for that,” Smith said.

Captain Ridgely Smith ’23 spoke about
one of the team’s biggest strengths this
year. “We have a lot of runners who have
similar paces, so we can do a lot of pack
running, which is a really good technique
that we’ll be able to use to our advantage,”
she said.
Running is more of a mental sport than
anything else, and requires a supportive
team. This year’s Girls Cross Country
team is exactly that.
“Although it’s not a ‘team sport,’ we
still have gotten really close through training and racing together,” assistant captain
Kalen Lauring ’24 said. “It’s more about
lifting each other’s moods,” assistant captain Linley Grosman ’24 said.
“The team this year is just wonderful.
They all stay until the last person finishes
and cheer for them. Everybody on the team
feels welcome,” Smith said.
Smith encourages anyone with a free
afternoon to join the team for a run. The
team also loves spectators, and would be
thrilled if anyone came out to support them
at a meet.

In masks, the team runs in a line practicing their agility, speed and physical and mental
strength.

by JOHN APOSTOLOS ’23
After two years of anticipation and training, Boys’ Varsity Soccer is ready to dominate. Coaches and captains are optimistic
about the team and are looking forward to
a great season.
“Everyone on the team works hard and
has a real desire to get better,” captain
Soren Meyers ’22 said. “Because of Covid
last year, we didn’t have a season, which
had a big impact on us all, but now that
we are playing again, there’s a hunger to
do well and pick up where we left off by
getting to the playoffs.”
The team has its eyes on playoffs, but
for now they’re taking it one day at a time.
Coach Jeff Meyers pointed out that the
team is a fresh group, with only 4 players
on varsity last year. “It’s a big investment,
but we are seeing progress each day,”
Meyers said.
He also noted that the team has an in-

credible energy to it, and the players always seem to work hard and have fun,
inspired by their captains.
“The captains motivate me to give every practice my all and better myself everyday,” Zack Golub ’22 said
Luke Inglesby ’22, another captain,
echoes the sentiment that no matter the
outcome, the players are happy they can
play. “We have the privilege of having a
season this year and we are going to make
the most of it. I am excited to see where
this season takes us,” he explained.
Captain Nick Hilsee ’22 touched on Rivalry Day, which is scheduled for October 16. “We’re hungry for the win against
Friends. We’re winning for the guys who
didn’t get to play last year,” he said. With
their passion and drive, Boys’ Varsity
Soccer expects big things this season.

Gi rls’ C ro ss C ou nt r y

by ALINA GLASS ’22

B o y s ’ Va r s i t y S o c c e r

photos courtesy Communications

Greg Mann ’23 prepares to kick the ball in a hard-fought game on Park’s turf.

